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PREFACE 


Pioneere  in  Profile  is  sjn  experiment  which  grew  out  of  the 
biography  project  in  the  second  quarter  (l944.=45)  Freshman  English  at 
Bethel  College.,  The  object  was  two-fold»  The  technical  purpose  was  to 
■ teach  students  the  use  of  original  source  material;  the  cultural  purpose 
was  to  rereal  to  young  people  the  richness  of  human  experience  that  has 
gone  into  the  backgrounds  out  of  which  they  hare  comeo 

This  collection  contains  the  work  of  the  entire  class«  Each 
biography  was  written  with  the  -Dermission  of  the  person  (or  persons)  coUp. 
cerned.  Likewise  the  writer  presented  the  biography  to  this  same  person 
for  proofreading.  The  writer  of  each  nrofile  decided  upon  his  method  of 
approach  and  style  of  writing. 

One  important  lesson  learned  by  both  instructor  and  class  is  that 
such  a project  requires  more  time  than  was  allotted.  We  realize  that  much 
is  left  to  be  done  in  gathering  of  materials^  composition,  and  rerision. 

The  Department  of  Secretarial  Studies  helped  in  motlTating  the 
•nroject  when  the  suggestion  was  made  to  combine  the  rarious  biographies 
into  a book  which  the  students  of  his  denartment  would  design,  print,  and 
bind.  T*  that  department,  thus,  belongs  the  credit  for  the  creation  of 
the  book. 

Herewith  we  emress  our  gratitude  to  those  who  hare  giren  encourage- 
ment to  the  nroject,  both  to  those  who  hare  been  willing  to  lend  themselTcs 
as  subjects  for  study  nnd  to  those  who  hare  giren  necessary  information. 

We  are  grateful  also  to  those  who  hare  encouraged  us  by  an  emression  of 
confidence  in  the  ralue  of  the  nroject. 

We  humbly  present  Pioneers  in  Profile  as  an  expression  of  our 
anpreclation  to  those  who  through  courage  and  faith  hare  led  the  way. 


— Honors  £.  Becker 
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JOHN  LICHTI 


PRBPA02 

I did  not  know  Hererend  Lichti  very  well  until  he  moved  back  to 
Oeer  Creek  in  1940.  As  his  oldest  son,  Milton,  is  by  marriage  my  uncle, 

I perhaps  learned  to  know  him  better  than  I otherwise  would  have, 

Sven  with  his  rheumatism,  he  has  been- a strong  and  vigorous  figure 
since  I have  known  him.  As  1 did  nqt  know  Reverend  Lichti  in  his  younger 
days,  I had  to  rely  on  others  for  information  of  his  work  and  characteristics 
of  those  days.  I am  grateful  for  all  who  sT:g)pliod  this  information  either 
in  interviews  or  letters  written  to  mo. 

The  general  facts  and  developments  of  his  life,  unless  otherwise 
indicated,  I received  from  Reverend  Lichti  himself.  I am  very  grateful  to 
him  for  this  and  for  for  his  permission  to  write  this  biography. 

This  is  by  no  means  a complete  sketch  of  his  life.  Only  Reverend 
Lichti  himself  would  be  capable  of  accomplishing  this.  I have  attempted, 
however,  to  give  the  reader  a quick  glance  of  his  complete  life  as  I now 
see  it. 


John  Lichti  was  bom  November  16,  1869,  in  Oruenstadt,  Cermany. 

At  this  time  Oermany  consisted  of  twenty-one  provinces.  The  small  town 
of  Oruenstadt  was  in  the  Bavarian  province  of  Palatinate.  His  father, 
Christian  Lichti,  was  bora  at  Klsselhof,  and  hie  mother,  Babetta 
Hoschsteadler,  in  lisenberg,  Palatinate,  Germany. 1 

He  was  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  and  his  family  was  very  poor. 
Thus  it  was  only  natural  that  he  should  early  learn  to  work  and  help  the 
family.  The  eleven  and  a half  years  of  schooling  that  ho  obtained  in 
Germany  were  all  the  formal  education  that  he  received,  but  the  training 
was  good  smd  served  him  in  good  stead  the  rest  of  his  life. 

As  a boy  he  had  the  good  times  that  are  natural  for  children  to 
have,  tome  days  were  spent  in  visiting  the  htige  vacant  stone  castles  that 
were  in  the  neighborhood.  They  were  once  inhabited  by  predatory  knights 
that  robbed  the  rich  people  in  the  country. 

I 

John  Lichti  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Jacob  Horsch,  August  14,  1884, 


^Mennonite  Book  aq4  Aljnanac  (Berne, 
Concern),  19 , p.  33. 
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and  received  into  the  Mennonite  Church  in  Ciebelstadto  Bavariao  His  growth 
in  the  lord  continuedo  and  he  has  done  much  since  to  serve  Him  even  if  he 
did  not  fully  fulfill  his  ambition  to  be  a missionaryo 

When  he  was  about  fifteen  years  old,  a friend  of  hiSo  Henry  Schmutz* 
decided  to  go  to  Americao  2his  friend  asked  hime  "Johnt,  don't  you  want  to 
go  to  America?"!  John  did  not  go  theno  but  later  when  Henry  Schrautz  sent 
him  a ticket  for  passage  to  Halsteadp  KansaSo  he  decided  to  gOo  He  told 
his  parents  that  if  they  wanted  him  to»  he  would  go  to  America  and  see  what 
it  was  likeo  but  he  pleumed  to  have  the  rest  of  the  family  follow  him. 

It  was  because  this  friend  had  sent  him  a ticket  that  sixteen=> 
year-old  John  Lichti  was  one  of  the  passengers  on  the  boat  that  sailed 
from  Bramanj  Germany o on  May  20p  1885o  The  boat  landed  in  New  York  on 
May  31 t and  he  arrived  in  Halsteadg  June  3o 

He  worked  for  ReVo  Christian  Schmidt  near  Halstead  until  March, 

1887o  Then  he  worked  for  ReVo  Christian  Rrehbiel  and  in  the  Indian  school 
which  was  on  the  "Krehbiel  l'armo"2  He  saved  his  earnings  for  the  tickets 
that  would  bring  the  rest  of  his  family  over  to  America®  There  were  times 
when  he  was  very  lonesome  and  homesick  for  his  own  family.  There  were 
times  when  he  would  deny  spending  money  for  himself  because  he  thought  of 
his  brothers,  sistersp  and  parents,  whom  he  wanted  to  see® 

His  sister,  Christina, 3 was  the  first  of  the  family  to  follow 
him®  Both  she  and  her  brother  worked  for  Rev,  Christian  Rrehbiel®  In 
four  years  after  John  Lichti  had  arrived  in  America,  the  money  for  tickets 
for  the  entire  family  had  been  earned,  and  the  family  was  reunited®  They 
then  made  their  home  near  Halstead® 

A great  deal  of  hard  work  had  been  packed  into  the  four  years 
preceding  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  family®  His  work  in  the 
Indian  school,  known  as  the  "Mennonite  Industrial  Indian  Mission  School,"^ 
was  that  of  instructing  and  helping  the  Indiein  boys  in  their  work®  These 
Indian  children  all  respected  and  liked  him® 5 


^John  Lichti  in  an  interview  at  Deer  Creek,  Oklahoma,  December  29,  1944. 

^8,  Hientzelman,  Mrs,  John  Lichti® s sister,  Moundrldge,  Kansas,  in 
a letter  written  to  me  January  8,  1945, 

^Now  Mrs,  John  Schroeder  of  Halstead,  Kansas, 

^A  picture  of  the  Mission  School  may  be  found  in  the  Historical 
Library  at  Bethel  College,  North  Newton,  Kansas,  in  a Cut  Album  Scrapbook,  No®  II® 

^C.  a.  Krehblel,  son  of  Christian  Krehblel,  in  an  interview  at  North 
Newton,  Kansas,  January  31,  1946, 
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But  the  tiine  was  not  all  spent  in  working.  There  was  also  time 
for  play  and  recreation.  One  of  the  main  amusements  was  athletics  in  the 
home.  The  hoys  would  try  many  things  to  test  their  strength,  such  as  lift- 
ing weights  and  chinning  themselves  on  cross  hars.  They  also  tried  to  pick 
r?>  chairs  with  two  or  'three  hricks  on  them  hy  holding  onto  one  leg  and 
attempting  to  keep  the, chair  in  a vertical  position.  It  took  a very  strong 
wrist  to  do  this.  All  of  the  fellows  would  try  lifting,  hut  John  Lichti 
could  always  lift  the  heaviest  objects.  In  doing  these  things,  he  gained 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  strongest  young  men.l  He  was  practically 
■physically  perfect,  stockly  built,  strong,  and  healthy.  He  had  clean  habits 
and  was  in  every  way  a fine  Christian  lad,^ 

When  John  Lichti  was  twenty- five  years  old,  he  married  Levina 
Beusser  of  Moundridge,  Kansas,  They  were  married  at  the  home  of  her 
parents,  Christian  and  Rebecca  Beusser,  by  Rev,  Valentine  Krehbiel, 

They  lived  on  her  parents*  farm  until  March  1898,  when  they  moved  to 
Lucien,  Oklahoma,  His  parents  and  also  one  of  his  sisters  and  her  family 
were  living  there  at  that  time.  They  had  a chance  to  b\:iy  a farm,  and  as 
land  was  cheaper  there  than  it  was  in  Kansas,  they  decided  to  locate  there. 

There  was  at  this  time  a group  of  about  thirty  or  forty  Mennonite 
people  in  the  settlement,  who  felt  the  need  of  establishing  a church.  In 
September  of  1898,  they  organized  the  Zion  Church  near  Lucien,  Mr,  Lichti 
was  elected  by  the  congregation  to  serve  as  pastor.  He  was  ordained  as  a 
minister  by  Rev,  Christian  Krehbiel.  This  was  the  beginning  of  nearly 
forty  years  that  he  served  in  the  ministry  and  a partial  fxilfillment  of 
his  former  desire  to  be  a missionary, 

Mr,  Lichti  received  no  salary  as  a pastor.  He  lived  on  a farm 
and  made  his  living  there.  He  was  a progressive  farmer,  always  ready  to 
learn  new  methods.  He  believed  in  early  plowing  and  took  pride  in  get- 
ting his  field  plowed  before  his  neighbors  did.  As  a resvjlt  he  got  better 
crops  than  his  neighbors. 

He  bought  the  first  cream  separator  in  the  community.  His 
neighbors  were  rather  skeptical  about  getting  such  newfangled  machinery, 
but  they  all  came  and  watched  it  work.  Soon  the  neighbors  had  separators, 
too. 


He  was  a good  neighbor  and  an  active  member  in  local  affairs. 

He  served  on  the  school  board  at  Lucien  for  some  time.  He  also* helped  in 
establishing  a neighborhood  butchering  ring. 

After  Mr,  Lichti  had  served  the  Lucien  congregation  for  fourteen 
years,  he  received  a call  from  the  Mennonite  Chvirch  at  Deer  Creek, 


^Milton  Lichti,  eon  of  John  Lichti,  in  an  interview  at  Deer  Creek, 
Oklahoma,  January  26,  1945,  by  my  mother  and  material  sent  to  me, 

p 

'C,  I.  Krehbiel,  interview  at  North  Newton,  January  31,  1945, 


i 


:bX-:.ijVk  ci-  . f..:  fr*  t •'- • ' a,..- 

•;  "m  , ’S  ^ . ■ , ’ ' Vv,-,'.:‘.  ‘ •' 

. • ■'?  •”*■  -C-Ti  / jT?  / -j  aO  " .-■■  ^... 

■ . / .-  : . ■ ‘ '^-y\  ' ■' 


!>  »xt' ''.ro  : •:■  . >\ ‘■’’J: . . '•■■,  ■,  : r'"v:" J /-ir*.,,  * 

• t^..'  ‘-O  „■  •^•■'-rv;.  • ■'  : " 

‘ ■■?;'^  J>iu,  - WO  V.  ^ ' 

,Of  ■■o^ir-!,  „53*;, '■  I ■:..h,.m  . U'  r:,:J 

‘’.c-i  ■'■‘a,  iir.r^'v  a'  .hs-  , 

t;,  .•i-vA  ;-  'A  ^ ' ' .. 

.0,  .;  ?*  4 ;A  . r ' ..  '; 


■:  V-.-  a'  ‘{■Sq4^>.  ,j.i  s,s5V  Cf’' 

A.  ' ,A  :ir-,',„^ , s A *< 'r  r •'■.^  . AioaeA'Aw;  >. 

'siiar  d' fr'N-1'  , ^ ■';  '■,■  d' 

■:i  i,«  y w ' ,£C,;s..i.eA  '.-f  v^.av;;  Ck^‘-  r>:-.i": 

-..'iJieL':  ■ ■ -i  --.il:-  Kjrv  ~ ■ i' \ : yy  .,„v:< 

; ’ ’■;■.-•'■?•■:  .,. ..  fl'i  ■;jji*.--^v;3  iV.i'  ;.'r  - > % 

, A.  --'d  , ■■  ‘i/  ; 


-Anel  K j ■*  ■'■d  .'V  -.fL  - ~.  - ■•■  C'«!  J ' ■>  : 

-d.#.;  dd: -jS'i  ■:  -y ..  . , dif cvjftA , ■ * ' ' 

, -A  ■■'.  i';  ,-f  ,..'  . :a,',;u/./ i't^  .Vi- -i;  ,.'.  v 7'a  i '■  dt.'d  ■•;' 

;y.  . Aj  y d A-  .A  i..’. 

I . ' • ■ ' ' i ’-  ’■'  ' ' 


■7'-  ' .,V^  ':7r;  S>';t  rti:  A-  .'/d  A ' ' -.Ad  v.'' 

i ■ -■'.  yd  .;fy  .5>j.t  J A^:;  A >:  v :-,,  r ■ 

: 7«t:j0£I  i?-'.  y.  ■;■  , cA-  . ._;•  -.):-,;-;A::'...' -.ii  ' ■ „ yW  ,A  V J 


-■  - ■_■■  i'-  ^ .'  'vjr-V'-A  f' 

' ' Aa'^.aiy'^bd'-' d; 

S-ff;  , .;.'  , . ..  U9a  •••■d,  .,-fH 

■ — j ; a i-:t- •* . : ..  . j^Aat',  „ Ay;.:2-,;‘-  'Xq;t>  ■"  .kA 


a ■.■  ■:.-^Cf..  :r.fi  «A.:  v;jC..v  j£?d  ,■  , v^Jl v - ■.-  ■'  ' ■• ' jia-,!  .■ 

_ ■>"»  r?a-;i:>e ■';.  . . . ,.  va-'A  ; ,■ 

AA' .i  ,;  vi'icf?  fa  teiv  . "'  ; r>r  .;.■>■■' A ->2x  ,A  ., 

■■  '.,7  A'ift 
■' ";  ■ ■ 


i 


4 


Oklahomao  He  moved  there  and  served  as  pastor  for  eight  years* 

Lichtis’  home  was  always  a hospitable  one.  They  always  had  many 
visitors.  They  had  four  children  of  their  own,  hut  others  made. their  home 
with  them  from  time  to  time.  Me,  Lichti's  mother  made  her  home  there  the 
last  years  of  her  life.  Then  hir  widowed  sistei^  and  her  two  young  sons 
lived  there  two  or  three  years.  His  brother,  Pete,  who  never  married,  at 
one  time  spent  about  a year  with  them. 

At  this  time  there  was  not  a very  good  High  School  at  Lucien,  so 
several  of  Mr,  Lichti's  nephews  each  spent  a year  or  so  at  Lichtis'  to 
attend  school  at  Deer  Creek,  Among  these  were  Carl  and  Albert  Landes  and 
Valo  C,  Krehbiel,  Bdna  Sheer,  a daughter  of  Mrs,  Lichti's  cousin,  also 
stayed  with  them  and  attended  high  school  for  two  years, 

Mr,  Lichti  was  a friend  and  a pal  of  the  boys.  They  would  go 
fishing  quite  often  and  if  they  found  any  fish  "Uncle  John"  would  sure 
come  to  help  them, 

Val  Krehbiel  was  a rather  small  boy  when  he  stayed  there.  He 
tells  how  he  used  to  try  to  hang  onto  his  uncle's  leg,  while  his  uncle 
would  try  to  kick  him  off,  "Most  of  the  time  he  coxald  not  get  that  done. 
You  talk  about  fun,  that  was."  About  four  years  after  Val  had  left,  ho 
came  back  for  Blla's  wedding.2  gis  uncle  started  to  pick  on  him  again 
" . . , 0 which  he  liked  to  do  and  I didn't  feel  at  home  unless  he  did 
. . . He  said  to  Val,  " . . . . you  little  Scamp,  I am  going  to  lay 
you  on  the  floor  , . . Before  ho  knew  what  had  happened,  Val  had 
grabbed  him  and  tossed  him  over  hie  knee.  He  would  have  only  had  to 
drop  him  and  he  would  have  been  on  the  floor,  "Aunt  said  he'd  better  be 
careftil  that  I was  not  as  small  anymore  as  I was  when  I was  there  before."^ 

He  had  good  times  with  the  children,  but  he  expected  them  to  be 
orderly  when  in  church.  "I  never  will  forget  how  Uncle  John  would  snap 
his  fingers  at  us  in  church  while  he  was  preaching  if  we  did  not  behave 
or  whispered  during  church  service, 

In  1921  Mr,  Lichti  received  a call  from  the  Mennonlte  Church  near 
Medford,  Oldahoma,  He  then  moved  there  to  serve  their  congregation. 


^Anna  Krehbiel,  When  the  boys  were  big  enough  to  work  it,  they 
moved  onto  their  own  farm, 

^®lla  is  Reverend  Lichti's  daughter.  She  married  Rev.  Kd.  Schmidt, 

^All  quotations  in  this  and  the  preceding  paragraph  have  been  taken 
from  a letter  written  to  me  by  Val,  0,  Krehbiel,  Hydro,  Oklahoma,  Peb.  3,  1945, 

^rom  same  letter  ns  above. 
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About  eleven  years  ago,  he  was  stricken  with  rheuTaatisin«  After 
several  years,  he  could  no  longer  actively  serve  his  church,  so  he  retired 
from  the  ministry  in  1938.  He  was  later  made  pastor  emeritus  at  Medford, 

In  1940  he  moved  hack  to  Deer  Creek  so  that  he  would  he  closer  to  his 
two  sons  who  now  lived  on  farms  nearhy.  They  had  to  help  him  frequently, 
and  it  was  quite  a distance  to  drive  to  Medford  so  often, 

?or  awhile  he  was  practically  unable  to  move  because  of  his  rheumatism; 
but  his  physical  strength  and  health  were  not  entirely  gone,  for  by  exercis- 
ing and  practicing  ho  was  again  able  to  walk  quite  well  on  crutches.  In 
the  last  year  he  has  become  so  well  that  he  can  walk  distances  without  the 
aid  of  his  crutches,  Nor  is  his  hearty  spirit  gone.  As  often  as  the  weather 
permits,  he  attends  Sunday  School  and  church  services.  He  walks  to  the 
general  store  or  to  the  Post  Office  quite  often.  He  seems  just  as  jolly 
and  spry  as  always  when  one  meets  him  or  visits  with  him. 

Mr.  Lichti  was  very  active  in  General  Conference  work.  He  attended 
all  meetings  when  he  could.  He  was  a member  of  the  Xmergency  Relief  Com- 
mission from  1914  to  1941.  "The  first  organised  effort  to  aid  the  needy 
was  made  on  the  part  of  General  Conferende  Churches,  in  1873  by  congregations 

of  the  then  Western  District  The  Emergency  Relief  Commission 

was  made  a standing  body  of  the  General  Conference  in  1899.  The  immediate 
incentive  to  this  action  was  a famine  in  India,  Corq)led  with  the  desire 
to  feed  the  hungry  bodies  was  a longing  to  feed  souls,  to  do  mission  work 
there, "I 


The  commission  consists  of  six  members  who  are  elected  for  a term 
of  nine  years.  Mr.  Lichti  served  as  Secretary  of  this  commission  from 
1914  to  1920.  He  served  as  chairman  from  1920  to  1941.  "Since  its  organ- 
ization, $634,740  in  outright  free-will  gifts  for  various  purposes  in  vari- 
ous nations,  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  Over  one  half 
of  the  above  amount  was  donated  in  the  years  1920-23  for  famine  relief, 
chiefly  in  Russia, "2 

Mr,  Lichti  also  served  on  a Western  District  Colonization  Committee 
for  a number  of  years.  This  committee's  duty  was  to  study  possibilities 
for  Mennonite  settlements  in  Hew  Mexico,  Southern  Texas,  and  Wyoming.  It 
also  helped  to  settle  Mennonites  in  Old  Mexico.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Bethel  College  Board  of  Directors  for  a number  of  years.  The  positions 
that  he  has  held  do  not  tell  the  full  story  of  his  work,  however.  Much 
of  it  was  done  among  the  people  of  the  various  congregations  and  com- 
munities in  which  he  has  lived,  and  much  of  it  was  done  without  credit 
or  recognition.  Reviewing  Reverend  Lichti 's  life,  we  can  truly  say  that 


^P,  C.  Hiebert,  feeding  the  Hungry  (Soottdale.  Pa., 
Central  Committee,  1929),  pp.  38-39, 


^Ibid. 
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he  has  done  much  service  for  his  Lord  and  for  his  fello%nnen. 
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APPENDIX 


IlsSLiJ  J TxS£. 

John  Lichtio  h,  Novemher  16,  1869;  marr, 

Levina  Reusserj  h,  September  30,  1875, 

1,  Milton  Christian#  h„  October  16,  1895;  ntiarr, 
Hilda  Dester,  b,  July  29,  1898;  childrens 

A,  Donald  Lee,  b,  March  31,  1928. 

B,  Ruth  Anne,  b«  July  30,  1930, 

2,  Blmer  John#  b.  March  13,  1897;  marr. 

Leona  Stauffer,  b.  May  12,  1900;  children! 

A.  Clarence#  b,  December  17,  1921;  marr, 
Plorita  Hahn  b,  October  23,  1925;  children! 

(l)  Judy  Ann,  b,  December  26,  1944. 

B.  Raymond  John,  b,  October  23,  1924. 

C.  Dorene  Mae,  b.  December  21,  1929. 

3,  Blla,  b,  October  18,  1899;  marr, 

ad,  Schmidt,  b.  April  12,  1891;  children! 

A.  Naomi,  b.  May  17,  1926. 

B.  Edward,  b,  September  1,  1934. 

4,  Wilma,  b.  December  17,  1905;  marr, 

Albert  Janzen,  b.  March  1,  1905;  children! 

A.  Grace  Joan,  b.  June  8,  1935. 

B,  Lymann,  b.  August  5,  1940. 

<>.9lAgn  y.fd.d.iBg 

Reverend  and  Mrs,  Lichti  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary  Svmday,  November  5,  1944,  This  was 
a very  happy  occasion  for  them,  Pifty-two  relatives  and 
friends  were  served  at  their  home  for  the  noon  meal.  In 
the  afternoon  there  was  a short  program.  Many  friends 
called  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  to  congratulate 
them. 
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LIFE  OP  A PIOHEER 


Preface 

The  life  of  Heinrich  Franz  contains  many  interesting  and  well 
worth  remembering  experiences;  however,  it  would  be  impossible  to  piit 
all  of  them  in  such  a short  biography  as  this  one. 

I am  indebted  to  all  of  my  uncles  and  aunts  and,  above  all,  to 
Grandfather,  himself,  for  the  precious  letters  and  direct  information 
they  gave  to  me  on  the  life  of  this  pioneer.  From  the  interview  which 
I had  with  Father  and  from  the  special  interview  he  had  with  Grand- 
father for  me,  because  I could  not  speak  enough  Low  German  to  be  able 
to  understand  him,  I have  tried  to  make  this  as  complete  a biography 
as  could  be  made  with  the  material  I have  collected  and  the  time  allowed. 

To  all  of  them,  I give  my  heartiest  thanks  for  helping  me  in 
something  that  I consider  very  important. 

I think  he  is  a great  man  because  of  the  immovable  structure  of 
his  character;  his  stubborn  effort  to  ikeep  his  own  opinion;  his  free  im- 
molation of  being  that  could  give  all  and  take  nothing;  and,  above  all, 
the  quality  of  his  soul  in  which  neither  material  greatness  nor  riches 
could  change  him.  I hope  that  the  reader  may  constantly  keep  these 
characteristics  in  mind  as  he  reads  this  biography. 

All  of  the  letters  and  the  notes  taken  from  interviews  are  in  my 
possession. 


My  grandfather,  Heinrich  Franz,  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be 
an  honest,  religious  person.  Since  he  is  my  only  living  grandparent, 

I think  he  is  a wonderful  person.  I consider  him  as  being  one  of  the 
most  interesting  men  I know.  During  his  Journey  to  America  from  his 
home  in  Russia,  he  traveled  through  many  countries.  During  his  life, 
he  has  endured  many  hardships  and  spiritual  losses,  which  have  aided 
in  making  him  the  strong-minded  and  sincere  man  he  is. 

He  has  one  characteristic  that  I think  is  very  out-standing. 
When  he  says  something  or  believes  in  something,  he  will  not  let  any- 
one change  his  mind.  Father  said,  "It  is  believed  that  this  character 
trait  was  inherited  from  hie  mother.  My  grandmother  told  this  to  me 
when  I was  a little  boy."^ 


Herman  C.  Franz,  my  father.  These  articles  were  taken  from  my 
interview  I had  with  him  on  December  27,  1944,  at  our  home  in  Halstead, 
Kansas. 
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Grandfather  was  born  in  Steinfelt,  a small  village  located  in  the' 
southern  part  of  Russia,  on  July  16,  1862.^  He  was  the  fifth  child  born 
in  this  family.  The  first  four  children  were  Heinrich,  who  died  soon 
after  his  birth,  Anna,  Sarah,  and  Heinrich,  who  was  named  after  his  first 
brother.  These  four  older  children  died  in  Russia.  Later,  two  boys  and 
two  girls  were  born,  of  which  Grandfather  was  the  oldest.  They  were 
Anna,  Sarah, ^ Heinrich  (my  grandfather),  and  Peter.  Anna,  Sarah,  and 
Heinrich  were  named  after  their  brother  and  sisters.^  ■* 


His  father,  also  Heinrich  Frans  (my  great-grandfather),  was  born 
on  March  24,  1824;  and  it  is  believed  that  his  birthplace  was  the  village 
of  Alexandratol  (now  called  Leninakan),  South  Russia.^ 

Great-grandfather  had  character  traits  which  were  firm.  What- 
ever he  did,  he  did  well;  it  was  done  punctually,  orderly,  neatly,  and 
honestly.  He  was  a quiet  and  peace  loving  man  with  a well-established 
character.  Because  he  was  a Christian  and  also  a Mennonite  by  conviction, 
he  emigrated  with  his  family  from  Russia.  His  children  (including  Heinrich, 
my  grandfather,)  were  nurtured  and  admonished  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

C.  H,  Priesen,  grandfather's  friend  who  emigrated  with  him  from 
Russia,  said  this  concerning  my  great-grandfather: 


Let  me  assure  you,  you  need  npt  be  ashamed  of  him.  When  Jesus  saw 
Nathanael  first  coming  to  Him,  He  said,  "Behold  an  Israelite  indeed 
in  whom  is  no  guile.'"  This  might  well  be  applied  to  your  great-grand- 
father in  this  manner.  Behold  a Mennonite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no 

guile ^ Though  his  character  was  settled  and  fteadfast,  he 

had  a spirit  of  pioneering.  When  Steinfelt  was  built,  in  about  the 
year  of  1860,  he  was  one  of  the  settlers.  After  being  well-estab- 
lished, he  sold  and  moved  to  Crimea- -anyway  a couple  of  hundred  miles 


Heinrich  Franz,  ray  grandfather.  This  statement  if  from  his 
letter  of  January  26,  1945,  written  by  his  daughter,  Sarah.  Buhler,  Kans. 

2 

The  girls'  married  names  were  Mrs.  John  Franz  and  Mrs.  John 
Siemens  respectively. 

German  C.  Franz.  Interview  of  December  2?b  1944, 

4 

0.  H.  Frlesen,  a friend  who  came  with  grandfather  when  they  came 
to  America,  Buhler,  Kansas.  This  quotation  is  taken  from  his  letter 
dated  December  28,  1944. 

^Ibid. 
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away--and  started  a new  house.  There  he  sold  and  moved  hack  to 
Molotohna  from  whence  they  immigrated  to  this  country.^ 

My  grandfather's  mother,  Sarah,  was  horn  November  14,  1824, 
at  the  village  of  Alexandratol. ^ She  was  very  sincere  in  her  spirit- 
ual beliefs,  and  helped  her  husband  and  her  family  in  all  the  ways  she 
could.  3 They  were  united  in  marriage  on  December  2,  1847,  in  Alexan- 
dratolo 


Grandfather's  parents'  home  was  practical,  comfortable,  and 
homely.  At  that  time,  there  was  a great  uniformity  of  the  Mennonite 
houses  and  also  in  the  arrangement  of  residences.  Each  residence  had 
at  least  five  rooms  with  the  kitchen  proper  in  the  center  of  the  house. 
The  stables  for  the  livestock,  and  the  barn  where  the  feed  was  stored 
were  connected  with  this  house. ^ Their  gardens  and  fruit  trees  were 
planted  close  to  the  house. 

One  day  when  Grandfather  was  a little  boy,  the  neighbor's 
boy  came  to  his  home  and  together  with  another  boy,  Isaac  Harms,  whom 
they  had  adopted  and  who  stayed  with  them  till  he  was  eighteen  years 
old,  almost  got  Grandfather  in  trouble.  They  wanted  him  to  go  with 

them  to  get  some  fruit  from  a neighbor's  garden.  The  neighbor  was  Mr. 

Pankratz,  who  was  a schulze.  which  is  almost  like  a sheriff.  Heinrich 
told  them  that  if  they  gave  him  the  first  fruit  they  picked,  he  would 
sit  on  one  side  of  a straw  stack  and  warn  them  if  anyone  came  in  sight. 
VHien  they  had  given  him  the  first  fruit  which  they  had  picked,  the 

Schulze  saw  them  and  chased  them  out  of  the  garden  without  the  fruit; 

but  Heinrich  was  not  noticed. 

Not  far  from  their  home  was  located  the  river,  Usahley,  where 
they  often  went  fishing.  To  them  the  water  which  flowed  down  the 
mountains  looked  as  if  it  contained  bits  of  gold;  and,  to  their  sur- 
prise, it  did.® 

Grandfather's  home  life  was  like  that  of  any  other  pioneering 
family.  Hie  mother  spun  yarn  and  made  all  of  their  clothing.  She 
baked  their  bread  in  large  ovens  made  out  of  bricks.”  His  father  took 
care  of  the  land  they  had,  'i  nd  in  his  spare  time  made  chairs,  wagon 


H.  Friesen.  Letter  of  December  28,  1944. 

2 

'C.  H.  Friesen.  Letter  of  January  8,  1945. 

3 

Sarah  Franz,  my  aunt,  who  stays  with  Grandfather.  The  informa- 
tion is  taken  from  her  letter  dated  December  30,  1944.  Buhler,  Kansas. 

4 

C.  H.  Friesen.  Letter  of  December  28,  1944. 

Heinrich  Franz.  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 

^Mrs.  Dave  A.  Franz,  Grandfather's  daughter-in-law.  The  informa- 
tion is  taken  from  her  letter  dated  January  28,  1945.  Buhler,  Kansas. 
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wheels,  and  built  houses,^ 

One  afternoon  they  were  invited  to  their  neighbor's  home  for 
dinner.  Since  there  was  not  enough  room  for  all  of  them  to  eat  at  the 
table,  they  made  a large  table  by  putting  blocks  on  the  floor  and  laying 
boards  lengthwise  across  them.  Since  there  were  no  chairs,  they  had  to 
sit  on  the  floor.  For  their  meal  they  had  a large  bowl  of  soup  which 
was  placed  at  one  end  of  the  table,  and  everyone  had  to  help  himself,^ 

In  those  days,  there  were  no  automobiles,  no  roads,  and  no 
bridges.  All  necessities  of  life  had  to  be  hauled  from  a distance,  be- 
cause the  trading  centers  were  far  from  their  homes.  When  they  traveled 
any  place  that  was  many  miles  from  home,  they  encountered  many  dangers 
and  hardships,  3 

My  grandfather  had  some  education  while  he  was  in  Russia,  he 
went  to  evening  school  which  was  taught  by  Abe  Buhler  for  one  week  and 
to  German  School  which  was  taught  by  Dietrich  Gadder,  His  school  term 
lasted  about  three  months  a year — .that  is  only  about  one-third  of  the 
schooling  we  get  in  a year  in  the  United  States. 

When  he  was  twelve  years  old,  they  moved  to  America,  so  he 
would  not  have  to  take  up  military  training  when  he  became  of  age. 
Therefore,  in  October,  1874,  Grandfather,  his  parents,  brothers,  sisters, 
together  with  other  Mennonlte  families,  started  on  their  Journey  to 
their  new  country  and  home--America, ^ 

They  spent  the  first  part  of  their  trip  on  a train  which  took 
them  to  the  coast, ^ Then  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  the  ship, 
the  Tatoniea, ^ As  they  were  crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  ship  sprang  a 
leak  which  frightened  them;  but  no  damage  was  done  because  the  men  re- 
paired the  hole  before  too  much  water  came  in.  After  sailing  for  about 
eighteen  days,  they  landed  safely  in  New  York  with  God's  protecting 
hand  over  them.  They  believed  this,  because  when  the  shin  started  back 
for  Europe,  it  sank, 


^Sarah  Franz,  Letter  of  December  30,  1944, 

%einrich  Franz.  Letter  of  ♦January  26,  1945, 

7, 

C.  h.  Friesen.  Letter  of  January  8,  1945, 

4 

Herman  C.  Franz.  Interview  of  December  27,  1944. 

^Heinrich  Franz,  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 

Herman  Qi  Franz.  Interview  of  January  26,  1945,  Halstead,  Kansas, 

7 

Mrs.  John  M„  Dick,  one  of  Grandfather's  daughters.  Letter  of 
January  26,  1945.  Buhler,  Kansas, 
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Grandfather  really  enjoyed  the  trip.  I quote  from  his  letter  he 
wrote  to  me;  "In  1874  we  started  for  America.  I enjoyed  the  trip  very 
much,  especially  when  they  served  the  meals.  They  served  some  real  nice 
fish  and  pudding."^ 

From  New  York  they  took  a train  and  reach  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  a 
week  later.  From  Hutchinson  th^  started  to  the  B\ihler  community  in 
their  covered  wagon,  which  they  had  brought  along  with  them,  to  find  their 
land  which  was  located  about  three  miles  east  of  Biihler  and  which  had 
been  found  for  them  by  an  agent. ^ When  they  reached  the  land  that  was 
to  be  their  home,  they  had  to  build  a house  in  which  to  live.  Because 
there  were  no  buildings.^  They  built  a basement  and  lived  in  it  until 
they  finished  the  house. ^ Then  they  built  the  barn  for  their  two  cows 
and  two  horses.  Heinrich  and  his  brother,  Pete,  who  was  nine  years  old, 
helped  their  father  with  the  building  and  other  work  that  had  to  be  done.® 

Heinrich's  father  started  farming  with  horses;  and  with  the  help 
of  these  horses,  he  sowed  spring  wheat  that  same  year.  Some  of  his  neigh- 
bors said  that  the  wheat  would  not  be  any  good  because  it  was  too  soft, 
but  that  summer  it  made  fifteen  bushels  per  acre.  He  cultivated  his  land 
with  a homemade  harrow,  and  threshed  the  wheat  with  stone.  Then  he 
planted  more  wheat  for  the  next  year’s  crop.® 

In  1878  they  moved  again  to  a farm  one  mile  north,  on  which  they 
remained  for  about  ten  years. 

When  Grandfather  was  eighteen  years  old,  he  went  to  private 
school  for  two  weeks.  In  those  days,  schools  were  very  scarce,  and 
there  was  not  much  time  for  education  because  the  children  were  needed 
at  home;  but  the  education  that  he  did  have  helped  him  tremendously.*^ 
Although  he  had  just  a little  education,  he  learned  to  speak  and  write 


^Heinrich  Franz.  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 

^Ibid. 

^rs.  George  A.  Ediger,  one  of  Grandfather's  daughters.  These 
articles  are  from  her  letter  dated  January  30,  1945.  Buhler,  Kansas. 

4 

Heinrich  Franz.  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 

^Mrs.  George  A,  Kdlger.  Letter  of  January  30,  1945. 

^Herman  C„  Franz.  Interview  of  January  26,  1945. 

7 

Heinrich  Franz.  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 
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the  English  language  through  contacts  with  people,  in  business  trans~ 
actions,  and  by  reading  the  newspap^erso  ^ 

After  living  at  this  place  for  several  years,  they  again  sold 
their  home  and  bought  half  a section  several  miles  east  of  their  latter 
home»2  After  they  moved  there,  they  had  to  get  some  oxen  to  plow  their 
land,  because  the  whole  section  was  in  prairie  grass..  They  only  olowed 
about  eighty  acres  for  their  use,  and  left  the  rest  for  prairie  hay  for 
the  cows  and  horses  to  eato 

While  he  lived  at  this  place,  he  joined  the  Hebron  Church  near 
Buhler,  Kansas,  of  which  the  Reverend  Benhard  Buhler  was  the  pastor, 
he  has  always  lived  with  a Christian  family;  therefore,  he  is  a very 
Christian  person  himselfo"*  Every  Sunday  he  would  go  to  church  on  his 
favorite  pony,  or  would  ride  with  his  parents  in  the  wagon. 5 When  he 
was  past  twenty  years  old,  he  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal 
Savior,  and  was  baptized  by  the  Reverend  Benhard  Buhler.  He  was  then 
received  as  a member  of  the  Hebron  Church.®  Later,  he  was  a Janitor 
of  this  church  for  three  years  and  a Sunday  School  teacher  for  several 
years.  He  was  happy  to  be  of  service  to  his  church.*^ 

His  main  interest  in  life  has  always  been  farming.  At  one 
time,  he  was  interested  in  becoming  an  engineer.  For  some  reason,  he 
kept  himself  busy  on  the  farm,  because,  to  him,  farming  was  an  enjoy- 
ment and  something  worth  while. ® 

A person  would  think  a farmer  would  be  too  busy  for  any  amuse- 
ments; but  Grandfather  had  several  hobbles,  two  of  which  were  walking 
and  reeding.  He  liked  to  take  a long  walk  every  day  in  the  winter  or 
summer,  even  after  a hard  day's  work.  In  the  evening  after  his  supper. 


^Dave  A,  Franz,  Grandfather's  youngest  son.  The  articles  are 
from  his  letter  dated  January  28,  1945.  Buhler,  Kansas. 

2 

"Grandfather's  oldest  daughter,  Mrs.  George  A.  Ediger,  and 
family  live  on  this  place  at  the  present  time. 

‘Heinrich  Franz.  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 

4 

Herman  C,  Franz.  Interview  of  December  27,  1944. 

5 

Heinrich  Franz.  Letter  of  January  26,  1945. 

^Mrs.  George  A,  Ediger.  Letter  of  January  30,  1945. 

7 

Sarah  Franz.  Letter  of  February  21,  1945. 

0 

Herman  C.  Franz.  Interview  of  December  77,  1944.  ‘ 
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he  would  read  certain  hooks  and  newspapers  that  he  thought  were  inter- 
esting. He  also  had  a favorite  sport  which  was  horseback  riding.  He 
did  this  every  day  when  he  went  after  the  cows  in  the  evening,  or  when 
he  went  to  town  for  something  his  father  needed. 

During  the  s^mer,  they  had  a neighbor  girl  working  for  them. 

She  was  Lena  Penner,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Penner,  who  lived 
about  two  miles  south  from  Grandfather's  home.  This  is  when  he  first 
learned  to  know  Lena.  On  his  way  to  tovm,  he  would  see  her  working  in 
the  fields  with  her  father.  Sometimes  when  she  was  alone,  he  would 
stop  and  talk  to  her. 

They  thought  very  much  of  each  other,  and,  decided  that  they 
would  get  married;  but  Lena’s  step-mother^  disagreed  and  would  not 
allow  her  to  marry  Heinrich.  When  he  was  thirty  years  old  and  she 
was  eighteen  years  old,  they  got  married  on  November  10,  1893.“^ 

Iven  though  she  did  not  have  anything  to  start  with  after  they 
got  married,  they  got  along  nicely  with  what  Grandfather  had.  Together, 
they  made  their  living  on  their  farm  six  miles  easj;  of  Buhler.^  Their 
first  house  was  a little  two  room  shack  which  had  a dirt  flooro  After 
several  years,  they  moved  a four  room  house  from  a neighboring  farm 
across  the  road  and  lived  in  it.  This  house  was  later  rebuilt. ° 

Eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  were  born  to  Lena 
and  Heinrich.  The  seventh  child,  Bertha,  died  in  infancy.  The  last  two 
were  twin  girls,  Frieda  and  Edna, 


Her  parents  immigrated  to  America  with  the  same  group  Grand- 
father and  his  parents  came  with.  She  was  born  on  the  ship,  the  TMtoniea. 
when  it  was  about  halfway  to  America.  This  always  has  been  of  interest 
to  me,  because  when  she  was  born.  Grandfather  was  twelve  years  old.  But 
they  did  not  meet  until  she  worked  for  his  parents. 

2 

Mrs.  George  A.  Ediger.  Letter  of  January  30,  1945. 

’Ijena’s  mother  died  when  she  was  eight  years  old,  and  her  father 
remarried.  Her  step-mother  was  unkind  to  her  and  her  sister. 

4 

Herman  C.  Fran?.  Interview  on  January  26,  1945. 

^Herman  C.  Fran?.  Interview  on  December  27,  1944. 

^Dave  A.  Fran?.  Letter  of  January  28,  1945.  This  house  is 
still  standing  today.  Grandfather's  youngest  son,  Dave,  his  wife,  and 
his  daughter,  Shirley,  now  live  on  this  farm. 

7 

Herman  C.  Fran?.  Interview  on  January  26,  1945,  They  are  ten 
years  older  than  my  sister,  Mary  Lou,  and  I. 
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Since  their  farm  was  located  close  to  a river  (a  branch  of  the 
little  Arkansas  River)  and  a creek  (the  Black  Pork),  they  had  to  do  more 
and  harder  work  when  the  floods  came»  In  1906  they  had  a big  flood  which 
covered  all 'the  fields  and  most  of  the  haystacks  that  were  near  the  creeko 
All  of  their  cattle  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  and  some  pigs 
were  stranded  on  a haystack.  Grandfather  ,was  afraid  that  they  might  get 
lost  or  drowned,  so  he  took  a wooden  tank  and  tow  cars,  which  he  made 
out  of  old  boards,  and  rowed  to  the  other  side.  After  he  had  gotten  the 
pigs  and  chased  the  cows  in  a field  that  was  some  distance  from  the  creek, 
he  started  to  come  backs  but  he  could  not  row  the  tank  toward  the  shore 
because  the  current  was  too  strong.  His  brother-in-law,  Cornelius  Penner, 
had  to  throw  a rope  across  the  creek  to  him  so  they  could  tow  him  in.  It 
took  his  brother-in-law  from  noon  until  almost  dark  before  he  finally 
got  the  rope  far  enough  across  so  Grandfather  could  reach  it.  When  he 
did  reach  it,  he  tied  the  rope  to  his  tank,  and  Cornelius  nulled  him  to 
shore,  ^ 

Seven  years  later,  Grandfather  lost  his  left  eye  while  he  was 
fixing  the  wash  line  The  stretcher  slipped  off  the  wire,  causing  the 
wire  to  hit  his  eye.  He  pressed  his  eye  with  his  hand  to  lessen  the  pain; 
but  he  pressed  too  hard,  because  when  he  brought  down  his  hand,  the  pupil 
was  in  the  palm  of  his  hand.  In  spite  of  this,  he  never  let  the  loss  of 
his  eye  keep  him  from  reading. 

He  used  to  have  a garden  and  a few  chickens,  which  he  v/ould  tend 
every  day.  This  work  gave  him  much  enjoyment,  and  kept  him  busy. 

Occasionally,  he  would  go  to  Uncle  Dave's  in  his  car  and  help 
Dave  with  his  work.  He  enjoyed  going  to  the  farm  to  get  some  good  country 
air,  and  was  always  welcomed  by  Dave  and  his  wif e, ^ 

He  and  Aunt  Sarah  (who  lives  with  him  and  does  his  housework) 
would  often  come  to  see  us;  but  since  his  eyesight  has  become  poorer,  he 
stays  at  home  most  of  the  time, 

I rememoer  when  Mary  Lou  and  I had  our  grade  school  graduation 
in  May,  1940,  at  Newton,  Kansas,  Grandfather  came  to  the  commencement 
exercises  in  his  car.  How  he  managed  to  drive  his  car,  was  a surprise 
to  me,  because  the  weather  was  terribly  hot  and  the  bright  sunshine  hurt 
his  eyes.  Father  wanted  to  take  him  home,  but  he  said  he  could  take  the 
car  back  himself.  Mary  Lou  and  I really  aporeciated  his  coming  to  see 
our  graduation. 

He  has  been  sick  several  times,  but  has  always  recovered.  Today, 
he  seems  fairly  spry  for  his  age. 


Herman  C„  Fran?,  Interview  on  January  36,  1945, 

p 

'Mrs.  George  A,  Edlger.  Letter  of  January  30,  1945. 
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Mrs.  Dave  A,  Fran?,  Letter  of  January  38,  1945, 
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We  go  to  Buhler  and  visit  him  a?  often  as  we  can.  He  is  very 
cheerful  and  is  fun  to  talk  with,  only  sometimes  I cannot  understand  him 
when  he  talks  in  Low  German. 

Christmas  Day  is  one  special  day  on  which  all  of  his  sons, 
daughters,  and  grandchildren  come  to  see  him.  He  always  welcomes  them 
with  best  wishes  and  with  food,  candy,  and  presents. 

Grandfather  has  lived  a life  of  rich  experiences»-experiences 
• which  will  be  cherished  in  the  thoughts  of  all  those  who  hear  them. 
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BIOOBAPHY  OF  HENRY  DYCK 


Preface 

In  this  biography  of  ray  grandfather,  I have  tried  to  pcJt^rey  hira, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  as  the  kind,  contagious,  and  thoughtful  person 
that  he  was.  Because  of  time  and  distance,  I was  not  able  to  make  any 
personal  interviews,  but  I have  acquired  my  information  from  my  own  personal 
interviews,  but  I have  acquired  my  information  from  my  own  memory  and  things 
told  me  by  my  parents.  I also  received  some  snecial  information  through 
correspondence  with  my  mother  while  I was  writing  this  paper.  Other  sources 
of  information  were  my  grandfather’s  obituary  and  an  article  written  by  my 
father,  Julius  A.  Franz,  which  appeared  in  the  "Mennonite  Rural  Life”  section 
of  the’February  11,  1943,  Mennonite  Weekly  Review. 


My  grandfather,  Henry  Dyck,  was  born  in  Elbing,  West  Prussia,  on 
Auril  4,  1866,  to  Frand  and  Maria  Dyck.  Soon  after  his  birth  his  mother 
became  ill.  Since  she  was  no  longer  able  to  give  hira  the  attention  and 
care  he  needed,  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Isbrend  Remple.  He  grew 
up  with  his  foster  narents,  and  learned  to  knovf  them  much  better  than  his 
real  parents. 

In  1875,  when  Grandfather  was  nine  years  old,  his  foster  parents 
decided  to  come  to  the  United  States.  Grandfather  was  given  the  choice 
of  coming  along  or  staying  with  his  parents  in  Germany.  Since  he  felt 
more  at  home  with  his  foster  parents  then  with  his  real  parents,  he  chose 
to  go  along  to  the  United  States. 

It  was  a great  experience  for  a boy  nine  years  of  age  to  sail  to 
a new  country  to  live,  but  it  must  have  caused  much  heartache  to  leave  his 
narents  and  brothers  and  sisters.  For  all  he  knew,  he  might  never  see  them 
again.  When  he  end  his  foster  parents  arrived  in  the  new  country,  they 
first  settled  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  later  they  moved  to  Beatrice, 
Nebraska.  The  rest  of  his  childhood  was  spent  in  Beatrice, 

On  December  15,  1387,  he  married  Maria  Elizabeth  Allert.  They  lived 
on  a small,  eighty  acre  form  'hich  his  foster  father  had  given  him.  Some 
of  this  land  was  meadow  land,  and  some  of  it  was  sowed  into  wheat,  oats. 
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and  corn..  They  milked  quite  a few  cows  and  sold  the  sweet  milko  Seven 
children  were  horn  to  them  while  they  lived  on  this  small  farm= 

Because  Grandfather  had  a large  family,  he  wanted  to  go  West  and 
take  up  a homestead  where  he  could  have  a laTger  farm..  Other  incentives 
for  going  West  were  the  mild  climate,  the  homestead  grants,  and  the  cheap 
railroad  lands.  When  the  railroad  coraoanies  first  built  their  roads  through 
to  the  Pacific  coast,  the  government  granted  them  one  half  of  the  land 
twenty  miles  on  both  sides  of  the  railroad.  The  railroad  companies  in  turn 
•sold  the  land  to  the  settlers.  The  price  ranged  from  fifty  cents  to  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  an  acre.  Grandfather  went  to  Washington  in  1901, 
to  pick  out  some  land  which  was  suitable  for  a homestead.  He  transacted 
the  necessary  business  concerning  the  homestead  and  then  went  back  to  get 
the  family.  In  1902,  Grandfather  moved  his  family  to  the  homestead  in 
Washington.  They  loaded  two  freight  cars  with  some  cov/s,  a few  farm  imple=. 
ments,  end  the  household  belongings  that  they  could  take  with  them,  and 
started  out  by  train  for  their  new  home.  Grandmother  end  the  seven  children 
rode  in  a sleeper  car,  and  Grandfather  rode  in  the  freight  car  where  he 
could  tend  the  levestock. 

Homesteading  was  not  en  easy  life.  At  first  there  were  some  very 
hard  years.  All  of  the  land  was  unimproved.  The  sagebrush  was  cleared 
with  rails  borrowed  from  the  railroad  companies,  and  during  the  early  years 
the  sagebrush  served  as  the  sole  fuel  suply.  My  mother  remembers  the  time 
when  her  school  lunch  contained  bread  spread  with  lard,  because  they  sold 
the  butter  for  cash.  Several  times  Grandfather  just  about  had  the  farm 
and  land  paid  for,  but  then  more  hard  years  came  and  he  had  to  mortgage  it 
again. 


The  Mennonite  Church  was  organized  in  the  community  in  1898,  just 
a few  years  before  Grandfather  settled  there.  For  the  first  several  years 
they  had  church  services  in  a school  house,  and  later  they  built  the  church 
which  is  still  being  used  today.  My  grandfather  was  very  much  Interested 
in  church  work,  and  he  helped  with  the  building  of  this  church.  He  was  also 
a deacon  for  several  years.  He  attended  church  regularly,  driving  six  miles 
to  church  with  horses  and  buggy. 

He  was  much  interested  in  the  building  up  and  organization  of  a 
progressive  community.  Besides  his  interest  in  the  church,  he  was  very 
active  in  community  affairs,  having  served  as  both  school  clerk  and  director 
in  his  district. 

He  farmed  his  land  with  the  help  of  his  two  oldest  sons  and  the 
older  girls.  The  youngest  child,  Henry,  named  after  his  father,  was  born 
in  Washington,  and,  therefore,  he  was  too  young  to  help  much  with  the  farm 
work  until  many  years  later  when  the  older  children  had  homes  of  their  own. 

Time  went  fast  for  Grandfather  as  it  does  for  everyone  when  they  are  in 
the  prime  of  life.  It  did  not  take  long  until  all  his  children  had  left 
home  to  make  hf-'mes  of  their  own.  Grandfather  was  left  home  to  make  look 
after  the  farm  for  himdelf.  He  did  not  farm  as  much  land  ns  he  had  heretofore. 
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He  and  Grandmother  lived  alone  in  their  big  house  for  quite  a few  years.. 

During  later  years  their  main  occupation  was  milking  a few  cows  and  caring 
for  other  livestock » He  had  rented  out  some  of  his  lando  In  1937,  they 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  aniversary.  Grandfather  had  twenty  four 
grandchildren  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Up  to  that  time  he  and  Grandmother 
always  gave  each  one  of  the  grandchildren  a gift  at  Christmas  time.  With 
them  one  can  truly  say,  they  derived  more  joy  from  giving  than  from  getting, 
for  they  certaniy  enjoyed  watching  the  grandchildren  enjoy  their  gifts. 

Eventually  it  began  to  be  too  hard  on  Grandfather  to  care  for  the 
farm,  and  in  1939,  they  came  to  live  with  our  family.  My  mother,  Mrs  Julius 
A.  Franz,  is  their  daughter.  Grandfather  never  wanted  to  be  a burden  or  a 
bother  to  anyone,  especially  not  to  our  family  since  he  was  living  with  us. 

No  matter  how  much  we  asked  him  to  stay  in  and  rest,  he  was  always  the  first 
one  out  to  the  barn  in  the  morning  to  milk.  He  always  said  that  milking  was 
one  thing  he  could  do,  and  he  wanted  to  do  it.  In  June  of  1940,  Grandmother 
passed  away.  This  was  a great  sorrow  to  Grandfather,  but  he  kept  on  working 
as  before,  because  working  made  Grandmother's  death  easier  to  bear.  In  the 
summer,  when  the  men  were  harvesting.  Grandfather  knew  he  could  not  help 
much  with  the  harvesting,  but  he  was  a good  carpenter  and  he  worked  as  much 
as  his  strength  would  allow,  building  grain  storage  bins  and  helping  with 
the  chores. 

Although  Grandfather  was  not  primarily  a humorist,  he  seldom  missed 
a chance  to  play  a good  joke  on  someone.  He  also  knew  when  things  had  gone 
far  enough.  I well  remember  how  Grandfather  would  watch  my  sisters  and  I 
have  a good  time,  but  when  we  started  to  get  too  rough  at  it,  he  would  always 
say,  "Nach  dem  lachen  kommt  das  weinen." 

During  the  years  when  he  was  living  with  us,  he  went  to  visit  his 
other  sons  and  daughters  frequently.  He  always  wanted  to  be  where  he  could 
be  some  help.  If  there  was  carpentering  to  be  done,  he  wanted  to  do  it.  He 
also  was  very  good  at  repairing  little  things  around  the  house  and  all  over 
the  farm. 

Grandfather's  health  had  been  falling  for  quite  some  time,  and  in 
April,  1942,  he  had  a light  stroke  which  slightly  paralized  hie  left  arm 
and  leg.  After  several  weeks,  he  wrs  up  and  arough  again.  It  was  about 
harvest  time  again,  and  everyone  was  very  busy  around  the  farm.  Grandfather 
still  wanted  to  do  all  he  could  to  help.  Quite  often  he  would  go  out  with 
UP  t^'  milk,  although  he  had  to  milk  most  of  the  time  with  one  hand. 

In  the  same  year,  1942,  after  harvest,  he  went  to  visit  his  two  sons 
and  one  daughter  who  live  in  Colfax,  Wpshington.  He  had  been  visiting  there 
several  weeks  when  his  health  very  suddenly  made  a turn  for  the  worse,  and 
he  was  taken  to  the  St.  Ignatius  Hospital  in  Colfax,  Washington.  He  went 
to  be  with  his  Lord  and  Saviour  on  October  2,  1942,  at  the  age  of  seventy  six 
years,  five  months,  and  twenty  eight  days.  The  vreek  before  his  death  he  had 
sold  his  wheat  end  paid  his  last  bill,  and  had  money  In  the  bank  for  the  first 
time.  He  had  been  very  happy  about  this,  because  he  had  wanted  to  leave  his 
seven  children  something  in  addition  to  the  land  and  property  which  he  owned. 
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As  was  stated  in  his  obituary,  "His  desire  had  been  that  he  might 
never  be  a burden  to  others  and  he  never  was,  for  everywhere  he  went  he 
helped  to  lighten  burdens  rather  than  to  make  them  heaviero  His  sweet 
Christian  Spirit  and  helpful  ways  will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  many  friends 
and  loved  ones,  but  he  will  always  live  on  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  those 
who  felt  his  kindly  influence , " 
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A SmVAST  OF  GOD 


Preface 

I nave  chosen  to  write  a "biography  about  Rev,  Henry  F,  Fast  be- 
cause he  was  my  favorite  uncle  and  because  his  life  has  interested  me, 

I knew  him  for  only  about  four  years,  becaus'e  I was  twelve  when  he  died. 
Collecting  this  information  and  writing  this  biography  has  given  me  a bet- 
ter and  clearer  picture  of  Uncle  Henry, 

I do  hope  that  this  biography  will  give  the,  reader  a clear  des- 
cription of  Henry's  Characteristics  and  religious  life.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  give  full  details;  but,  with  the  kind  cooperation  of 
Henry's  friends  and  relatives,  I have  tried  to  make  this  biography  as 
complete  as  I could  with  the  information  I received  and  the  time  that  was 
allowed.  I thank  all  for  their  cooperation. 

This  information  has  been  taken  from  letters,  from  interviews, 
from  Henry's  academy  record  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Bethel  College, 
North  Newton,  Kansas,  and  from  his  obituary.  All  of  these  letters  are 
in  my  possession  except  the  letter  written  to  Mrs,  B,  B.  Buhler  on  October 
lb,  1932,  by  Henry  in  Amerenia,  Colombia.  This  letter  and  the  obituary 
are  in  her  possession.  The  letters  written  to  Mrs.  Henry  Past  by  George 
Constance  on  October,  19^,  and  by  G.  A.  Bucher  on  January  I6,  1939*  are 
in  Mrs.  Henry  Past's  possession. 


Among  many  men  who  have  accepted  the  call  of  God,  "Go  ye  therefore, 
and  teach  all  nations.  . , my  uncle.  Rev,  Henry  F,  Past,  was  one  of 

the  humble,  faithful,  and  willing  workers  for  God,  Reverend  Past  served 
his  fellow  brothers  here  in  the  United  States,  in  Chile  and  Colombia, 

South  America.  He  was  one  of  the  first  worker  to  visit  the  farther 
islands  of  the  Chiloe  group^  and  one  of  the  first  missionaries  to  carry 
the  Gospel  to  Ay9en.3  Before  this  great  work,  he  experienced  life 


Wtthew  2g;19. 

p 

The  Chiloe  Islands  lie  Just  off  the  western  coast  of  Chile,  South 

America. 


^Letter!  G,  A,  Bucher,  member  of  the  committee  of  Fraternal  Letters 
of  the  annual  conference  of  the  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance;  Casilla 
434,  Temuco,  Chile;  written  to  Mrs.  Henry  Fast;  January  I6,  1939 • 
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without  Christ  and,  therefore,  had  a better  understanding  of  the  lives  of 
those  he  was  sent  to  save.  As  Peter^  was  called,  first,  to  feed  Jesus* 
lambs  and,  second,  to  feed  his  sheep;  so,  also,  was  Henry  called. 


As  he  grew  older,  his  contribution  to  the  family's  work  orogram  was  very 
important.  Each  of  the  three  younger  sons- -Ben,  Gorney,  and  Henry- -had 
their  chores  to  do.  Their  parents  had  given  them  their  own  little  v/agon 
to  use  when  they  did  their  chores,  feeding  the  hogs  and  pulling  weeds  for 
the  hogs. 3 

When  Henry  was  eight  years  old,  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  a 
farm^  west  of  Burr ton,  Kansas,  After  several  years,  each  of  the  younger 
boys  were  given  a bicycle.  They  got  to  ride  these  bicycles  and  play  with 
a croquet  set  while  the  horses  rested  a few  hours  after  dinner,  Mary,  my 
mother,  who  was  only  a few  years  younger  than  Henry,  would  stack  the  dln= 
ner  dishes  and  slip  out  to  play  with  her  brothers  before  they  had  to  re- 
turn to  the  field  to  work. 5 

During  the  winter,  the  children  played  with  blocks  and  spools. 

They  kept  themselves  busy  and  never  asked  what  they  should  do  or  play 
with,  as  many  children  do  today. 

Several  of  Henry's  characteristics  which  he  possessed  from  youth 
until  he  passed  away  are:  That  he  always  was  hvunble  and  kind,  that  he 

would  never  start  a fight  and  would  rather  give  up  something  to  have  peace 
in  the  family,  that  he  was  thorough  but  slow  in  nature,  and  that  he  made 
all  of  his  work  play.  When  he  helped  do  the  dishes,  he  would  sing  and 
make  castles  with  the  soap  suds.  In  his  sermons  he  employed  the  same 
technique;  he  would  use  educational  and  interesting  stories  with  little 
gestures  so  that  the  children  could  understand,  too. 


1st.  John  21:15,  l6. 

^Henry  Fast's  obituary. 

3letter:  Mrs.  B.  B.  Buhler;  Buhler,  Kansas;  written  to  me  on  Jan- 

uary g,  1945.  She  is  Uncle  Henry's  oldest  sister. 

^Thls  farm  is  now  owned  by  Cornoy  Fast,  but  is  still  called  the 
home  place. 

^Interview:  Mrs,  Mary  Fran*,  my  mother;  Halstead,  Kansas;  Decem- 

ber 31,  1944. 

^Letter:  Mrs.  B.  B.  Buhler;  Buhler,  Kansas;  January  8,  1945, 
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Henry's  childhood  experiences  must  have  been  very  dear  to  him,  be- 
cause in  a letter  he  wrote  to  my  mother  he  said; 

Yes,  it  would  have  been  nice  if  all  of  us  could  have  been  together 
at  Christmas  time.  Yet  I suppose  Christmas  would  not  have  been  what 
it  used  to  be  when  we  were  youngsters  and  said  our  pieces  in  school 
and  in  the  Burrton  Church,  and  then  received  the  toot,^  Later  at  home 
we  received  even  a larger  one  with  plenty  of  goodies  that  only  Father 
. and  Mother  could  choose  for  their  sons  and  daughters. 2 

When  Henry  was  eighteen,  his  parents  moved  to  Burrton.  His  father 
rented  the  farm  to  an  older  son,  Corney.  Henry  did  not  enjoy  living  in 
town  so  he  stayed  with  his  brothers  on  the  farm  and  helped  them  for  sev- 
eral years.  Later,  he  went  to  Montana  to  help  his  brother,  Ben,  on  the 
farm.  He  worked  out  at  odd  jobs,  because  he  had  to  earn  his  own  money, 3 

His  ranch  life  in  Montana  worried  one  of  his  older  sisters,  Mrs. 
Frank  Wedel  of  Idaho. 

He  was  in  undesirable  company  a lot.  Consequently  Elisabeth^ 
prayed  and  worked  for  Henry  to  come  to  Aberdeen,  Of  course  she 
did  not  tell  him  her  deepest  purpose  was  to  win  him  for  Christ, 

Her  prayers  were  answered  and  he  came, 5 

Henry  went  to  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  to  help  Elizabeth  and  Frank  Wedel 
on  the  farm. 

In  1916,  Uncle  Frank  became  very  sick  and  was  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital, Hie  oldest  son,  Elmer,  became  ill  with  the  whooping  cough  and  was 
taken  to  the  same  hospital.  During  this  misfortune,  Henry  helped  Eliza- 
beth with  the  farm  work. 

One  day  they  tried  to  do  their  first  butchering.  Henry  laughed  at 
the  idea  of  dressing  the  hog  and  said,  "We  have  to  learn  sometime,"  so 
they  tackled  the  job.  "It  never  mattered  much  what  he  tackled;  he  would 


^Low  German  word  for  sack. 

p 

Letter:  Henry  Fast;  Armenia,  Caldas,  Colombia,  South  America; 

written  to  my  mother  on  February  7» 

3lntervlew;  Mrs.  Mary  Franz;  Halstead,  Kansas;  December  3I.  19^5* 

^Elizabeth  is  Mrs.  Frank  Wedel.  She  and  her  husband  lived  on  a 
farm  near  Aberdeen,  Idaho, 

^Letter;  Rev.  E.  J.  Neuenschwander;  McPherson,  Kansas;  written  to 
me  on  January  17,  19^5*  Reverend  Neuenschwander  was  the  pastor  who  won 
Henry  for  Christ. 
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always  get  through  and  get  it  done  well  and  have  lots  of  fun  hesideso 

Henry's  Christian  enviromnent  here  at  Aberdeen  influenced  him 
immensely,  for  Henry  was  now  in  a different  atmosphere  from  that  in  Mon» 
tana.  After  several  months  of  mental  confusion,  ",  , , , he  knew  he 
needed  a Saviour,  but  it  was  hard  for  him  to  make  a full  surrender, 
Elizabeth  kept  Reverend  Neuenschwander  informed  about  Henry's  actions, 
Hepry  became  so  confused  and  miserable  with  his  load  of  sins  that  he  stay” 
ed  away  from  church,  because  he  was  afraid  he  might  give  in  to  Christ, 
Elizabeth  then  would  invite  their  pastor  and  his  wife  over  for  dinner,  so 
that  they  might  contact  Henry  and  speak  to  him  about  the  salvation  of  his 
soul, 

I think  it  was  at  the  second  "Bvening-Dinner” Visit"  which  his 
sister  had  arranged  for,  that  Henry  broke  down  weeping  over  his 
guilt  and  misery,  and  then  and  there  we  directed  him  to  JESUS  the 
Lamb  slain  for  sinners,  , , . „ He  became  very' happy  in  Christ  his 
Redeemer,  I still  can  almost  hear  him  pray,  and  thank  God  for  His 
Love  to  him,  for  following  so  hard  after  him,  and  for  saving  him, 3 

Elizabeth  went  into  the  room  where  Henry  and  Reverend  Neuenschwan- 
der had  been  talking,  "As  I entered,  Henry  said  to  me,  'Sis,  I have  just 
accepted  the  Lord,'  His  face  was  just  becoming  glowing  with  happiness 
....  o I found  him  on  his  knees  many  times  after  that  night,"  Later 
Henry  was  baptized  by  Reverend  Neuenschwander, 

In  1916  Sue  (Henry's  youngest  sister),  Mary,  and  John  Fast  (their 
father)  visited  in  Idaho,  John  Fast  became  ill  while  they  were  there  so 
all  four  came  back  to  Burrton,  Henry  was  very  patient  with  his  father 
when  he  was  ill,  and  sometimes  he  prayed  all  night  long  for  him. 

In  1917,  while  lie  was  at  home  helping  his  mother  and  sisters  take 
care  of  Father  Fast,  he  attended  Bethel  Academy  for  a year.  His  schooling 
prior  to  this  time  was  only  in  the  grade  school,  which  he  did  not  finish. 
The  subjects  he  took  in  the  academy  were  similar  to  those  taken  by  any 
other  freshman;  they  were  algebra,  English,  German,  Bible  (New  Testament), 
physical  geography,  rudiments  of  music,  library  methods,  physical  train- 
ing, and  oration, 3 


^Letter;  Mrs,  Frank  Wedel;  Salem,  Oregon;  January  5,  19^5o 
^Letters  Rev,  E,  J,  Neuenschwander;  McPherson,  Kansas;  January 

17,  19^+5. 


3lbld, 

*^Letter>  Mrs,  Frank  Wedel;  Salem,  Oregon;  January  5* 

^Recordi  From  the  Registrar's  Office  at  Bethel  College,  North 
Newton,  IO»nnns, 
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His  father  died  in  February  of  the  following  year.  Henry  stayed 
home  until  after  the  funeral,  and  then  finished  his  freshman  year  in  the 
Bethel  Academy, 

That  same  year  he  was  called  to  serve  in  the  army  during  the  First 
World  War,  Mary,  Sue,  and  their  mother  went  to  the  railroad  station  to 
see  Henry  leave  for  camp.  No  tears  were  shed;  Henry  left  them  with  a 
smile. ^ 

Henxy  was  sent  to  Camp  Lewis,  Washington,  He  did  not  go  as  a reg- 
ular soldier  because  he  believed  it  was  wrong.  "Where  there  was  war  there 
were  wounds  to  heal,"^  was  his  reply  when  he  was  asked  why  he  had  gone  as 
a noncoffibatanto 

At  first,  the  officers  treated  these  non-combatants  cruelly;  but 
Henry  won  their  confidence  by  his  faithfulness  and  honesty.  Henry  had  to 
do  wood  detail  and  kitchen  police. 3 

In  camp  the  soldiers  thought  the  non-combatant  boys  were  not  con- 
verted. Also,  many  boys  talked  about  their  own  denominations,  and  each 
thought  his  own  to  be  the  only  religion  that  could  save  mankind.  "It 
helps  me  very  much  to  hear  different  denominations  talk.  It  makes  me  more 
steadfast  on  what  I was  taught  and  believe." 

When  his  army  life  ceased  a year  later,  he  went  to  Salem,  Oregon. 5 
to  help  Elisabeth  and  Frank  Wedel  on  the  farm. 

When  he  worked  In  the  field,  he  was  heart  and  soul  with  his  work. 
He  always  carried  a testament  with  him  and  would  read  whenever  time 
and  place  would  pennit.  He  never  ran  around  much  in  company  with 
others;  in  one  way  he  was  rather  quiet  and  again  he  was  rather  h\jmor- 

ous He  was  always  friendly  and  Jolly  and  I could  hear  him 

singing  as  he  worked.® 


lintervlewi  Mrs.  Mary  Franr;  Halstead,  Kansas;  December  31,  19^5* 
^Letter;  Mrs.  Frank  Wedel;  Salem,  Oregon;  January  5,  19^5* 

3lbid. 

better:  Henry  Fast;  Camp  Lewis,  Washington;  written  to  Rev,  E, 

J.  Neuenschwander;  August  J>1,  I9I8. 

^Elisabeth  and  Frank  Wedel  moved  to  Salem,  Oregon,  while  Henry  was 

in  camp. 

^Letter:  Mrs.  Frank  Wedel;  Salem,  Oregon;  January  5,  19^5» 
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He  inherited  his  quiet  nature  from  his  mother,  who  was  kind,  in- 
durtrious,  and  Christiano 

One  Sunday  evening  Elizabeth  and  Prank  went  to  Dallas,  and  Henry 
stayed  home  to  do  the  chores.  After  the  chores  had  been  finished,  Henry 
hitched  up  old  Mike,  a balky  horse,  and  drove  to  the  Nazarene  Church, 
where  revival  meetings  were  being  held.  When  the  altar  call  was  given  for 
those  who  would  go  wherever  Cod  called  them  to  go  to  come  to  the  front, 
Henry  went  forward.  When  Henry  knelt  before  the  Lord,  he  heard  the  call 
to  go  into  mission  fields,  and  he  gave  his  promise  to  go.  Henry  said, 
”When  I drove  home,  never  in  my  life  had  things  been  so  beautiful  and 
never  before  had  I been  so  happy.  Even  old  Mike  felt  better,”^ 

For  about  three  months,  Mother  and  Henry  rented  an  apartment  to- 
gether and  worked  in  a cannery  in  Salem.  Henry  insisted  that  they  go  to 
church  every  Sunday.  Mother  learned  to  know  Henry  very  well.  Often 
people  would  call  them  twins,  because  they  were  about  the  same  age,  had 
quite  similar  natures,  and  looked  a lot  alike. 

After  the  three  months,  Henry  attended  the  Bible  Institute  at  Los 
Angeles  for  two  years.  He  went  with  Paul  Schrag.^  Henry  and  Paul  had  to 
hold  street  revival  meetings  while  they  were  in  school.  Many  times  Henry 
was  Paul's  bodyguard  when  the  audience  threatened  to  throw  eggs  and  toma- 
toes at  them.  Henry  was  much  taller  than  Paul  and,  therefore,  could  pro- 
tect him. 

After  leaving  Los  Angeles,  he  went  to  the  Christian  Alliance  Bible 
School  in  Myack,  New  York. 3 

Henry  applied  at  the  Monnonite  Mission  Board,  but  they  insisted 
that  he  wait  severla  years  before  going  abroad.  He  did  not  think  he  could 
wait,  because  he  was  ready,  so  he  applied  at  the  Christian  and  Missionary 
Alliance  Board,  He  was  accepted  and  sent  to  Chile,  South  America,  in 
1924.^  Just  before  he  left,  he  sent  a card  to  Reverend  Neuenschwander. 

He  said: 

The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I shall  not  want I feel  that 

the  Lord  has  called  me  to  serve  Him  in  Chile,  South  America,  He  is 
supplying  my  outfit  in  a wonderful  way.  (Phil.  4:19) 


^Letter:  Mrs.  Prank  Wedel;  Salem,  Oregon;  January  5,  1945. 

^Paul  Schrag  was  a friend  of  Uncle  Henry. 

3Letter:  Mrs.  Prank  Wedel;  Salem,  Oregon;  January  5,  1945. 

^Interview:  Mrs.  Mary  Pranz;  Halstead,  Kansas;  October  21,  1944. 
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The  Lord  willing  will  leave  New  York  Oity  on  Fehmary  21st, 
Am  sailing  on  the  So  S»  Santa  Ana,! 


While  in  Chile,  he  met  Miss  Marie  Hochstetter,  also  a missionaryo 
They  were  married  on  January  6,  192? c '*He  was  a good,  faithful,  and  hard 
worker  for  the  Lordo  The  Bihle  states  a good  woman  is  from  the  Lord,  and 
thus  Gk>d  provided  a good  wife  for  him  when  he  married  a missionary,”^ 

Marie  and  Henry  were  very  much  alike.  They  both  were  great  champ- 
ions, both  were  patient  and  good-natured,  and  both  were  hard  workers  for 
the  Lord,  They  endured  many  hardships,  but  Sod  blessed  their  ministry. 


Marie  said  in  her  letter,  "Your  Uncle  Henry  has  been  a favorite 
with  me  also— in  a sense  we  really  had  an  extraordinary  life,  "3 

Marie  and  Henry  came  home  on  a furlough  in  1929.  When  they  re- 
ported back  to  the  Mission  Board,  they  were  sent  to  Neiva,  Colombia, 

Henry  often  said  that  they  would  be  better  satified  if  another  couple 
would  take  charge,  of  the  mission,  but  they  would  not  complain  if  the  Lord 
wanted  them  there.  They  had  faith  and  believed  that  God  would  enable  them 
to  carry  on.^ 

Some  of  the  students  in  the  mission  at  Armenia  took  music  lessons 
from  Marie,  They  practiced  at  Marie  and  Henry’s  home,  "So  you  see  there 
i 8 music  in  the  air, " ^ 

During  his  stay  in  South  America,  Uncle  Henry  and  I kept  up  a good 
correspondence.  He  wrote  to  me  regularly.  He  often  called  the  mission 
work  the  Lord's  vineyard,  and  he  prayed  that  one  of  his  nieces  or  nephews 
would  enter  this  vineyard,  too. 

He  wrote  me  about  the  children  in  South  America,  In  one  of  his 
letters  he  eaids 


^Post  cards  Henry  Fast;  Burrton,  Kansas;*  written  to  Rev,  K,  J, 
Neuenachwander;  February  2,  192U, 

^Letters  Rev,  E„  J.  Neuenachwander;  McPherson,  Kansas;  January 

17.  19*+5. 

^Letter;  Mrs,  Henry  F,  Fast;  Nyack,  New  York;  written  to  me; 
January  g,  19^9 •> 

betters  Henry  Fast;  Amerenia,  Colombia;  written  to  Mrs,  B,  B, 
Buhler;  October  l6,  193^5«  This  letter  is  in  her  possession. 

^Letter:  Henry  Fast;  Armenia,  Caldas,  Colombia,  South  America; 

written  to  Mr«„  Mary  Franz;  February  7.  1938. 
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I went  to  Mnnizales,  a half  day**s  trip  on  train  or  in  an  auto^ 
have  some  missionaries  living  there.  Many  of  the  small  hoys  can  sing 
very  pretty  songs.  I do  not  think  that  the  tots  go  to  school  yet,  hut 
they  have  learned  a few  Gospel  songs  hy  memory  and  are  not  afraid  to 
sing  to  the  congregation.^ 

Marie  and  Henry  came  home  again  on  a furlough  in  1935»  I ten 
years  old  then,  and  I remember  Uncle  Henry  very  well.  He  was  very  tall. 

My  twin  sister  and  I used  to  have  a lot  of  fun  with  him  when  he  entered  a 
room,  because  the  doors  in  our  house  were  too  low  for  him.  Sometimes  he 
made  us  believe  that  he  could  not  go  through  a door  just  to  amuse  us. 

They  returned  to  Colombia  in  193^» 

Two  years  later,  Jake  Fast,  my  uncle,  received  two  telegrams; 

’’New  York 
"October  24 

"Regret  report  cablegram  received  this  noon  reads,  Fast  asleep 
in  Jesus, 

"(Nose  Operation) 

"A.  C,  Snead" 


"Pereira 


"Henry  asleep  in  Jesus. 

"Marie" 

Henry  died  October  23,  193^»  the  age  of  forty-four  years  from 
complications  caused  by  diabetes  when  ho  had  a minor  nose  operation. 

"It  is  a great  loss  to  the  work  here;  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
mission  here  in  Colombia."^ 

"The  nows  of  his  Henry's  departure  to  bo  with  the  Lord  came  as  a 
great  shock  to  us  here  In  Chile,  especially  those  of  us  who  knew  him  and 
worked  with  him  in  years  gone  by.  We  had  rejoiced  at  the  way  the  Lord  was 


^Letter:  Henry  Fast;  Colombia,  South  America;  written  to  me.  No 

date  wns  given  on  the  letter, 

^Letter;  Mrs.  Henry  Fast;  Armenia,  Caldan,  Colombia,  South  Ameri- 
ca; written  to  Mrs.  B.  B.  Buhler;  December  ?6,  193^» 
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using  him  and  honoring  him  in  his  position  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Colom- 
hian  fieldo  Why  the  Lord  should  call  him  to  higher  service  at  this  time 
is  one  of  those  mysteries  which  will  be  solved  in  that  day  “when  we  shall 
know  even  as  we  are  known o 

o o oI  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a man  whom 
I consider  one  of  the  best  missionaries  that  ever  labored  in  Latin 
Americao  A man  of  Goc  who  was  faithful  to  the  heavenly  vision^  who 
counted  not  his  own  life  dear,  who  labored  in  a difficult  field»  who 
toiled  unoer  trying  circumstances,  who  suffered  in  his  body  but  never 
complained,  and  who  gave  his  time  and  strength  and  money  to  establish  the 
work  of  God  - ^ I refer  to  our  departed  brother  Henry  Fast,  who  laid 
down  his  earthly  armor  just  two  years  this  month  October 

Did  Not  WEEP3 

"I  did  not  weep  to  see  him  dead,  because  upon  his  face 
"I  saw  a smile  of  glory  spread  a touch  of  heavenly  grace 
"And  tho  my  form  he  could  not  see,  I fancied  that  he  knew 
"That  I was  there,  and  spoke  to  me  the  way  he  used  to  do, 

"I  fancied  that  I heard  him  say,  who  battled  long  with  pain, 

••’A  miracle  occurred  today,  and  I am  well  againj 
"I  did  not  cough  last  night  and  wake  from  fever’s  restless  sleep, 

"To  wait  to  see  the  morning  and  hear  the  wagons  creep, 

"And  I am  well  and  I am  strong  and  gald  am  I todya, 

"The  burden  I have  borne  so  long  has  now  been  put  away, ’ 

"And  standing  in  that  darkened  place,  the  smile  of  long  ago, 

"Which  God  had  left  upon  his  face,  told  me  'twas  better  so. 

"--Edgar  Guest." 

Henry’s  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  a cement  vault  in  the  cemetary  in 
Pereira,  Colombia.  The  scripture  was  read  from  John  ll;19“27o  ".  . . . 

And  whosoever  llveth  and  belleveth  in  me  shall  never  die.  . . . The 
songs  that  were  sung  were  "Take  the  Name  of  Jesus  With  You"  and  "Some  Day 
the  Silver  Cord  Will  Break."  Many  people  attended^ this  funeral  oven  though 
it  was  held  In  another  city  away  from  their  homes. 


iLetter;  G,  A.  Bucher;  Casllla  U34,  Temuco,  Chile;  written  to  Mrs, 
Henry  Fast;  January  I6,  1939« 

^Lotteri  George  Constance,  missionary  at  Caldas,  Colombia,  South 
America;  written  to  Mrs.  Henry  Fast;  October,  19^+0. 

3Thls  poem  was  sent  to  my  mother  by  Mrs,  Henry  Fast. 

^Letter;:  Mrs,,  Henry  Fast;  Armenia,  Caldas,  Colombia,  South 

America;  written  to  my  mother;  November  4,  193^. 
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Under  Henry's  name,  a lily  is  carved  into  the  white,  tinted  with 
gray,  marhle  tombstoneo  Under  this  flower  is  the  text  Con  Cristo  (Spanish, 
«With  Christ")c^ 

Henry  listened  to  Jesus'  call,  "For  whosoever  will  save  his  life 
shall  lose  it?  hut  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  and  the  gos- 
pel's, the  same  shall  save  it,"2 

During  his  life,  he  worked  for  his  fellow  men  and  his  Lord,  ",  , 
o .He  had  the  rare  figt  of  getting  along  with  people,  of  going  his  own  way, 
of  minding  his  own  business  and  doing  the  work  the  Lord  had  for  him  to  do 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^**3  The  few  years  he  worked  in  the  mission  fields  in  South  America 
were  richly  blessed,  because  he  had  many  followers  who  were  led  to  Christ. 
The  memory'  of  his  life  still  remains  with  many  of  his  relatives  and 
friends. 


iLetter  Mrs,  Henry  Fast?  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania?  written  to 
my  mother?  June  l4,  1939o 

^Mark  8? 35. 

3Letter;  C,  A.  Bucher?  Casilla  U34,  Terauco,  Chile?  written  to 
Mrs,  Henry  Fast;  January  I6,  1939® 
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loelMr,  0.  A,t  written  to  Mrs.  Henry  Feet.  Caellle  434,  TeBniee,  Chile. 
Jemery  l6,  1939* 

lohler.  Nre.  B.  B.,  written  to  ne.  Bnhler,  Kensee.  Jannazy  8.  1943. 

Oeaetaaee,  George,  written  to  Mre,  Henry  Feet.  Caldae,  Colonbia,  South 
Aaeriea.  Oetober,  1940. 

Feet,  lew.  Henry  F.,  written  to  Hew.  1.  J.  Heaenschwander.  Canp  Lewie, 
Waehington,  Anguet  31,  1918* 

. written  to  Hew,  B.  J.  Beueneehwander.  Burrton,  Kaneae.  Feb- 
ruary  ?,  1984. 

. written  to  Mre.  Mary  Frans.  Armenia,  Caldae,  Colombia,  South 
Ameriea.  February  7,  193C. 

, written  to  Mre.  B.  B.  Buhler.  Armenia,  Caldae,  Colombia,  South 
Ameriea.  October  l6,  193®. 

, written  to  me.  Colombia,  South  America.  Ho  date  was  giwen. 

fact,  Mre.  H.  F.,  written  to  Mre.  Mary  Frans.  Armenia,  Caldae,  Coldmbia, 
South  Ameriea.  Mowember  4,  193C* 

. written  to  Mre.  B.  B.  Buhler.  Armenia,  Caldae,  Colombia,  South 
Ameriea.  December  86,  193H. 

. written  to  Mre,  Mary  Frans.  Lancaster,  Penneylwania,  June  l4, 

1939. 

. written  to  me.  lyack.  Hew  York,  January  8.  1945. 

Meoenechwander,  Hew,  1.  J,,  written  to  me,  McPherson,  Kansas.  January 
17.  1945. 

Vedel,  Mre.  Frank,  written  to  me.  Salem,  Oregon.  January  5,  1945. 


Xnterwiewe 

Frans,  Mrs.  Mary.  Haletead,  Kansas.  October  81,  1944. 
. Haletead,  Kansas,  December  31.  1944. 
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Obi tuary 

Rev.  Henry  Past's  obituary  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  B.  B.  Buhler, 


Record 

Rev.  Henry  Past's  academy  record  is  found  in  the  Registrar's  Office  at 
Bethel  College,  North  Newton,  Kansas. 

appendix 


Pamily  History^ 


Great-grandfather,  John  Regler,  moved  from  Marioanburg,  Germany,  to 
Rudnerweide,  Russia,  in  1821.  In  1833  it  was  so  dry  that  there  was  neither 
pasture  nor  crops.  He  had  to  send  his  livestock  300  miles  away  to  find 
pasture. 


They  were  located  about  sixty  miles  northeast  of  the  Black  Sea. 
They  rented  the  land  from  the  Government  for  five  cents  for  th^e  acres. 
Later  they  had  to  pay  thirty-five  cents  for  the  three  acres.  They  never 
owned  any  land. 


Great-grandfather  died  in  1833  si  ihe  age  of  fifty-eight. 

Grandfather  Abraham  Regier  had  prepared  to  come  to  the  U.  S.  in 
1873.  but  died  in  18?2.  Uncle  John  Regier.  with  others,  came  to  America 
in  1873  to  Investigate.  Then  in  I87U,  Grandmother  and  family  came  over 
with  tome  2,000  others.  They  left  Hamburg,  Germany,  in  two  ships;  and  it 
took  them  eighteen  days  to  cross  the  ocean. 

Grandmother  bought  480  acres  of  land,  paying  $2.50  per  acre  for 
320  acres  and  $3.00  per  acre  for  I60  acres. 

Father  and  Mother  were  married  in  August  21,  1877. 


^Rev.  Henry  Past  collected  this  information  and  made  several 
copies  for  his  other  brothers  and  sisters.  This  Information  has  been  re- 
vised several  times  and,  therefore,  is  not  directly  quoted  material. 


■'se 


• .€[  .sn  i 


■’•'i 


r-  'r  ? ■; 

•r,  i . <-'  i>C 


Ji.  a.-j 


6r!?' ft.r  6iS*«>T‘R.i  .ta&i^ss 

,;;‘iS.-'^T.'^  ,flr - 4i^aoJ(f  ’ v 


.’^sR 


/•  xmiri-u 


oi  ,''V^..sWTvi?  . iir.fj6sp.c hdiM-  J rtsf!  .•ieJ'r-.s/T 

•<»  >i^  --  '.Visi-oJfe  'r-'^W;  . :^51 es! 

isrti  .;  .'oi  «,4;:^-.t  ‘OOf  . • kW  'ficAc  ' <v.4  oE  . ■■.  yr-i- 


■ .B»\  -j-mX Sij'':-.Ui  «-?-w 

.SStOPi  if-i  sjrft.-  '.C'  iQtl  ;i.vr  n- ■ V«l4? 

' . J;,  . ■ , ■•  ■ - ■ Jb.-.cfv'Q 


-tj  i > e*«f;  'C4;  ::.^iJQTjo;<.7  /V*V'  ^6#,  :'A  '0 

8!)i.'X««A  0-?  O ,8-.:  .;?f)' rfr..'-^  »'*<s.:'.^^ff  /fr/ioTi  ^ SI  .t ':  • .*58^6  4x;4  ,rrHX 

wo  .8^BVtr^-<87ai 

f.i  •*>!i!.A.-.;carri«  owi<  ‘4  ^ '.i  . •.r..r:t?fi^c-xtf«.t:.-  C“  -«ot  /w 

^ .'♦A«'?5b  su4;  r. c:.^  .:v9iis  atoc^ 


Icl  <^'ir,5A-.*J9Cf  lo  yfii^oa  OiJ^-' 'rf-i;;v:,d'  t '•/;{;■  catjoiatC- 

03JT  ’id  ‘j’ia.t*  1-,  (;  ham  •■&Tr.o  OS{' 


.^i5>  aJt  hoHtHf^' 


iCtiS  oH  .'<p  a- . t r>rl .» o '? 


•■  V' 


XAt«v-ia  /»n*  •*:  M'i'  ■ 


•€•■'  AdO'J  ::r4 


• ;-no1:rt>  pio'J  •♦ ,,  t.;, 


.X9.X-ir'>,<»ra  tr.  '\-^tfp  X[t>\tib -ten 


.-••.X'  ■ ■ ' 

TO^;  »«Xqr^ 

'^T«?T98  ■ 


33 


Mrso  John  Fast* a Ohltuaryl 

Mrs,  John  Fasts  nee  Marie  Regier,  was  horn  January  26,  1855* 
Rudnerweide,  South  Russia. 

In  1873  she  was  baptized  and  received  into  church  hy  Rev.  David 

Ooertz. 

In  the  following  year,  1874,  she  immigrated  to  America  with  her 
widowed  mother  and  nine  brothers  and  sisters.  They  settled  down  near 
Moundridge,  Kansas. 

In  1877  she  was  married  to  John  Fast.  A few  years  later  they  join- 
ed the  Hebron  Church.  But  later,  when  they  made  their  home  in  Burrtoh, 
they  transferred  their  membership  to  the  Mennonite  Church  in  Burrton,  of 
which  she  was  a member  until  death. 

On  February  17*  1913,  her  husband  preceded  her  in  death. 

In  1929*  she  went  to  Buhler  to  make  her  home  with  her  daughter, 

Mrs,  Ben  Buhler,  who  so  faithfully  cared  for  her  and  nursed  her  in  her  old 
age  and  long  sickness. 

The  last  year  and  three  months,  Mrs.  Fast  was  confined  to  her  bed 
and  was  often  very  sick.  Three  weeks  before  her  death,  she  was  taken  to 
the  Ooessel  Hospital,  On  Friday,  July  26,  193^*  about  5^30  in  the  morn- 
ing, all  alone,  she  quietly  passed  away.  Her  departure  was  as  she  had  wish- 
ed it,  for  she  often  expressed  the  desire  that  she  might  fall  asleep  and 
not  wake  up.  She  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years  and  six  months. 

She  was  a true,  devoted  mother  and  through  all  the  hardships  of 
pioneer  days  she  faithfully  cared  for  her  large  family.  She  lived  her  faith 
in  a quiet  way  without  show. 

She  was  tired  of  this  earthly  life  and  often  in  this  last  trying 
time,  she  expressed  the  longing  to  be  in  that  better  home  on  high.  We  have 
the  full  confidence  that  she  has  gone  to  the  eternal  rest  where  she  now 
beholds  what  she  believed  here. 


^Mrs,  John  Fast's  obituary  has  been  revised  several  times  and, 
therefore,  is  not  directly  quoted  material.  A copy  of  this  obituary  is  In 
my  mother's  possession. 
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MIGRATION 


Preface 

These  are  the  times  that  try  men’s  souls.  The  summer  soldier 
and  the  sunshine  patriot  will,  in  this  crisis,  shrink  from  the 
service  of  their  country;  but  he  who  stands  it  now,  deserves  the 
love  and  thanks  of  man  and  woman.  Tyranny,  like  hell,  is  not 
easily  conquered;  yet  we  have  this  consolation  with  us,  that  the 
harder  the  conflict,  the  more  glorious  the  triumph.  What  we  obtain 
too  cheap,  we  esteem  too  lightly;  it  is  dearness  only  that  gives 
everythin/r  its  value.  Heaven  knows  how  to  put  a proper  price  upon 
its  goods;  and  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  so  celestial  an  article 
as  freedom  should  not  be  highly  rated. — Thomas  Paine 

from  The  Crisis. 

December  19,  1776, 


On  the  Par  Eastern  Radio,  Janan  describes  this  conflict  as  a 
racial  war.  To  convince  all  Orientals  that  the  battle  in  the  Pacific  is 
a crusade  against  white  man's  racial  oppression,  the  enemy  notes  every 
occurrence  in  the  United  States  that  suggest  injustice  to  the  racial 
minorities.  The  shrewd  enemy  points  out,  again  and  again,  that  the  United 
States  put  behind  fences  well  over  one  hundred  thousand  peoole  of  Jap- 
anese descent,  the  majority  of  them  citisens  of  the  United  States, 1 

A member  of  this  one-tenth  of  one  percent  of  the  notion' s popu- 
lation, my  father  is  an  alien  restricted  by  the  law  to  apnly  for  citizen- 
ship. He  came  to  America  in  escaoe  of  the  crowded  noverty  stricken  home 
land.  Yet  seventeen,  but  still  possessing  the  courage  to  continue  against 
racial  discrimination,  he  labored  for  many  years,  following  the  coast  line 
where  the  Jobs  were  plentiful.  At  last  saving  enough  money,  he  bought  a 
small  ten  acres  in  the  truck  farming  region  of  Puget  Sound,  Washington. 
With  this  small  guarantee  of  security  he  returned  to  Japan  to  marry  the 
girl  who  lived  in  the  same  northern  section  that  he  had  come  from.  For 
the  second  and  last  time  he  said  good-bye  to  his  homp  and,  with  hie  wife, 
he  turned  his  face  toward  the  east  and  the  United  States  which  rose  out 
of  the  sea. 

ly  older  sister  was  born  February  4,  19P3;  the  farm  was  producing 
best  as  ever.  nut  the  best  then  was  not  good  enough  and  my  mother  con- 
tinued to  teach  in  the  rural  school  house  to  heir'  the  family  along.  By 


^"Tssei,  Nisei,  Klbol,"  Fortune.  April,  1944,  p.  8, 
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the  time  my  other  sister  and  I were  horn  in  1926,  the  family  had  moved  to 
Seattle.  As  a nursery  caretaker  my  father  enjoyed  the  toil  and  sweat  a- 
mong  the  flowers  and  trees,  dreaming  of  three  children,  who  would  some 
day  attain  the  level  of  education,  which  would  equallize  them  with  other 
Americans.  Tes,  this  was  his  dream  and  this  was  what  he  struggled  for. 

I still  remember.  It  was  when  I was  yet  two  or  maybe  three  years 
old;  we  moved  Into  a district  community  and  became  part  of  the  fast  grow- 
ing, ' industrially  progressing  city.  My  father  had  purchased  a sm^l  clean- 
ing establishment  in  Green  Lake  District  of  Northern  Seattle.  This  was  my 
father,  ever  searching  for  the  ooportunity  to  success,  not  for  J^i^iself,  but 
for  us,  his  children.  As  business  picked  up  I passed  my  v , 

and  enrolled  as  a student  in  the  Kindergarten  of  Green  Lake  Grade  School. 
Spring,  summer,  fall,  and  winter;  we  saw  them  come  and  go  many  times.  1 
saw  Father's  hair  turn  gray  and  then  white,  but  his  body,  still  straight 
and  strong,  strived  for  that  dream  which  never  fell  out  of  sight. 

All  this  I took  for  granted;  his  love  and  everything  he  did  for  us 
became  a part  of  the  fast  moving  world  which  revolved  around  me.  I grad- 
uated from  grade  school;  left  Junior  High  behind;  and  as  I entered  High 
School,  the  United  States  became  Involved  in  a conflict  with  Japan.  By 
evening  of  December  7th,  1941,  hoping  against  hope  that  it  was  not  so.  . 
Father  conceded  to  the  reality  of  war  between  the  countries  of  his  home 
and  his  children's.  By  1942,  rumors  of  clearing  the  coast  of  all  Japanese 
blood  were  wiUly  and  widely  spread.  The  Hearst  press  campaigned  constant- 
ly against  the  Yellow  Peril  in  California.  The  American  Legion,  the  Asso- 
ciated Farmers  in  California,  the  Native  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  Golden 
Vest  and  the  politicians,  all  resented  and  hated  the  Japanese-Amerlcans. 

It  did  not  take  a war  to  cause  the  antagonism  found  in  the  west.  There 
were  many  reasons  for  wanting  to  get  rid  of  the  commercially  competing 
Japanese.  On  the  truck  farms,  they  grew  and  sold  vegetables  at  low  cost. 

In  the  cities,  within  the  little  Tokyos,  vegetable  commission  houses,  re- 
tail and  wholesale  enterprises  of  all  kinds  were  in  Japanese-Amerlcan 
hands. 


On  December  11,  1941,  the  Western  Defence  Command  was  established 
and  the  west  coast  became  a theater  of  war,  with  General  J.  L. 
designated  as  its  commander.  Previous  to  this  on  December  7th  and  8th, 
1941,  the  Department  of  Justice,  executing  their  duty,  arrested  all  known 
"dangerous  enemy  aliens."  Also,  through  a series  of  orders,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  ordered  the  removal  of  all  "enemy  aliens"  from  certain 
strategic  military  zones,  such  as  harbors,  airports,  and  power  Y 

early  February,  again  the  Hearst  press  and  the  pressure  groups  of  the  west 
coast,  loudly  demanding  the  evacuation  of  the  Japanese  blood,  stated  that 
the  coast  had  to  be  protected  from  the  enemy  and  the  minority  kept  away 
from  mob  violence. 


On  February  13,  1942,  the  west  coast  delegation  in  Congress  re- 
commended to  the  President  "the  immediate  evacuation  of  all  persons  of 
Japanese  lineage."  They  also  suggested  that  this  might  be  done  without 
the  declaring  of  martial  law  such  as  had  been  proclaimed  in  Hawaii  on  De. 
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cember  7th,  On  February  19,  the  President  signed  Executive  Order  No,  9066 
authorizing  the  War  Department  to  set  up  military  areas  and  to  exclude  any 
or  all  persons  from  these  areas.  Mr,  Stimson  then  delegated  this  responsi- 
bility to  General  DeWitt,  The  greatest  forced  migration  in  United  States 
History  resulted.^ 

Father  had  expected  the  evacuation  of  alien  Japanese,  but  upon 
hearing  the  orders  concerning  all  Japanese,  citizen*  or  not,  he  knew  he 
would  lose  everything.  The  business  that  had  taken  over  twelve  years  to 
build  would  be  destroyed  in  a matter  of  months.  The  world  seemed  to  turn 
into  a confusing  stala  of  turmoil.  He  was  clouded  in  deep  discouragement, 
yet  with  his  alert  mind  still  working,  he  took  advantage  of  voluntary 
evacuation  and  sent  my  older  sister  to  Washington  State  College  to  complete 
her  already  started  college  education.  Our  home,  the  furnishings,  the  shop, 
and  the  car,  all  went  at  a financial  loss.  In  a period  of  haste  and  govern- 
ment distrust,  ray  father  worked  quickly  and  qul«tly,  selling,  or  crating 
and  storing  our  belongings.  The  long  tired  waiting  was  over  and  evacuation 
finally  started. 

May  9,  1942,  we  left 'Seattle  and  said,  *Good-bye,"  maybe  for  a 
year,  two  years,  or  maybe  for^T^r,  We  did  not  know.  Many  of  us  were  too 
excited  and  others  too  tired  to  know  or  even  care. 

Within  the  barbed  wire  fence  of  our  Puyaillup  Valley  Assembly  Cen- 
ter, we  found  a new  life  of  our  own.  People  with  common  worries  and  trou- 
bles shared  the  hastily  built  primitive  barracks.  In  these  surroundings 
of  straw  mattresses,  armed  guards,  and  government  Issued  meals,  my  father 
fo\ind  refuge  from  the  fast  moving  world  of  the  pre-evacuation  days.  His 
assembly  center  days  were  spent  working  on  the  hobbies  he  had  ho  time  for 
before.  He  began  to  enjoy  life,  painting  and  wood  carving.  For  a man 
who  had  never  taken  a vacation,  this  life  was  truely  acceptable.  Our  stay 
in  these  temporary  quarters  was  short,  and  after  one  hundred  days,  we 
packed  up  again  for  migration  eastward,  out  of  the  coastal  defence  zone. 

Permanent  camps  were  set  up  on  nine  remote  inland  sites  of  fed- 
erallly  owned  land.  Out  on  the  desolate,  irrigable  desert  tracts,  it  was 
mor#  tar-papered  barracks  and  more  barbed-wire  fences*  Our  Jjant  Canter 
housed  10,000  people,  embittered  and  angered  by  their  financial  loss  and 
curtailed  freedom. 2 

The  Hearat  press  and  other  rabble  rousers  charged  the  War  Eeloca- 
tion  Authority  with  "coddling"  the  Japanese.  I could  not,  nor  could  any 
One  else  after  visiting  a relocation  center,  honestly  apply  that  word  to 
the  W.  R.  A, ' B administration  of  the  camps. 


^Carey  McWilliams,  What  About  Our  Jananese-Ameri cans  (Public  Af- 
fairs Committee,  Inc.,  1944),  pp.  8-12. 

^"Issel,  Nisei,  Klbel,"  cit.  . p.  32. 
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We  were  jammed  together  in  frame  barracks;  a family  of  six  or 
seven  allotted  an  apartment  measuring  about  twenty  by  twenty-five  feet. 

It  was  a bare  room  without  partitions.  The  only  privacy  obtained  was 
possible  through  hanging  flimsy  curtains  across  the  room. 

Our  unfurnished  apartment  was -later  furnished  with  home  made, 
scrap  lumber  furniture.  Boxes  served  as  tables  as  well  as  chairs.  There 
were  no  cooking  facilities  or  running  water.  We  ate  in  the  block  dining 
hall 'and  washed  in  the  local  laundry  room.  Public  latrines  and  showers 
were  placed  in  each  block  to  accomodate  the  block*  s 250  to  300  population. 

Ivery  one  applying  for  work  was  given  eight  hours  a day  of  labor. 
Working  at  all  professions,  the  evacuees  received  an  average  monthly  wage 
.of  sixteen  dollars;  the  minimum  was  eight  dollars;  the  maximum  for  spe- 
cialists in  their  field,  ninteen  dollars.  In  addition,  all  working  class- 
es and  their  dependents  received  a monthly  clothing  check  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy -five  cents. 

In  order  to  keep  the  Center  wage  scale  uniform,  private  enter- 
prise was  forbidden.  All  economic  activities  were  conducted  through  the 
community  cooperative  system.  The  shoe  repairer,  the  barber,  the  dress 
maker;  all  were  paid  the  same  standard  wage.  The  cooperative  store,  the 
government  school,  and  the  center  hospital,  with  its  nineteen  dollar  a 
month  doctors,  all  became  a part  of  evacuee  life.  This  was  W.  E.  A, 
■coddling."  This  was  the  barracked  village,  with  its  distrusted  wards 
of  the  government,  with  its  meager  lodgings,  and  its  food  in  scanty  hand- 
outs; payment  of  labor  somewhat  the  same. 

he  worked  during  the  day  as  a janitor  in  our  block  dining  hall, 
but  this  did  not  occupy  all  of  his  time.  His  hours  during  mid-morning 
and  mid-afternoon,  he  spent  either  making  fxirnlture  for  the  apartment, 
painting,  or  woodcarving.  Usually  alone,  the  stillness  of  the  surround- 
ings sought  out  his  ability  of  clear  thinking.  It  must  have  been  during 
times  like  these,  he  again  searched  for  the  distant  horizon,  tomorrow. 

He  knew  the  purpose  of  the  W.  R.  A,  center  was  to  aid  the  Japanese- 
Americans  to  resettle  and  start  a new  life  outside  of  the  coastal  defence 
zone.  He  also  knew  the  security  offered  by  the  barbed-wired  center  to  be 
temporary.  A still  permanent  security  lay  in  the  territory  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  outside  the  gate  of  the  government  project.  A new 
home,  a new  start,  and  the  building  of  a new  America  took  money  as  well 
as  courage. 

father  turned  towards  the  railroad  and,  obtaining  a temporary 
leave  pass,  was  gone  from  spring,  1943,  until  winter  of  the  same  year. 

He  then  spent  the  following  three  months,  relaxing  once  again  at  his 
hobbies.  I saw  him  capture  the  beauty  of  Idaho's  enow  covered  plains 
with  the  swing  of  the  brush.  The  camp's  everyday  winter  existence  was 
tr/insferred  onto  paner,  hie  hand  g\ildlng  the  daub  of  white  there,  the 
gray  here.  He  laughed,  enjoying  our  jokes;  shared  our  usual  problems; 
and  encouraged  us  when  we  felt  discouraged. 
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His  body  was  old,  his  hair  white;  yet  the  thought  of  pioneering, 
as  he  had  done  in  his  youth,  of  throwing  back  another  frontier,  must  have 
made  him  feel  young  again.  Yes,  my  father  was  a pioneer,  Uot  of  Plymouth 
Rock,  Boonesville,  or  the  Oregon  Trail,  but  of  a new  and  wholesome  America. 
He  fights,  not  the  fear  of  starvation  or  Indians,  but  the  inferior  complex 
of  not  being  wanted,  of  not  belonging;  he  opposes  the  evil  of  race  preju- 
di  ce. 


Spring  of  1944  was  the  last  time  I saw  him.  He  went  out  on  an- 
other short  term  pass;  this  time  he  chose  the  orchards  of  western  Idsdao. 
That  was  the  year  I graduated  from  the  Center  High  School.  He  sent  me  a 
watch  and  a letter  giving  me  his  congratulations.  Previous  to  my  gradu- 
ation, I took  some  tests  offered  by  the  Army.  I was  later  told  that  my 
grade  was  satisfactory,  and  I would  be  received  into  the  Army  Special- 
ized Training  Program.  I reported  for  induction  and  was  turned  down  be- 
cause of  my  Japanese  ancestry.  It  was  at  that  time,  my  father,  strug- 
gling with  his  broken  English,  wrote  me  letters  of  encouragement. 

My  faith  in  America  must  never  die.  Small  incidences  such  as 
evacuation  and  being  excluded  from  the  Army  Specialized  Program  prove 
that  democracy  in  America  is  yet  not  completely  prefected.  Soon  not 
Just  a few  but  a whole  people  will  realize  the  great  wrong  committed  on- 
to the  Japanese  in  America,  This  is  not  time  for  the  shedding  of  tears 
or  apologies.  The  group  my  father  represents  can  well  be  expendable  if 
the  American  public  will  realize  evacuation  to  be  a result,  not  of  ’’mili- 
tary necessity,”  but  a result  of  race  prejxxdice.  What  happened  today  to 
this  minority  could  easily  happen  tomorrow  to  the  Negroes  in  Detroit,  the 
Mexicans  in  Texas,  or  the  Jews  in  Boston,  Overcoming  the  barriers  of 
race  prejudice  places  the  democracy,  that  we  try  to  attain,  on  the  higji 
standard  of  living  where  it  belongs.  My  father  is  my  undying  inspiration, 
the  source  of  my  faith. 

Unflinchingly,  seeing  visions  of  the  discrimination  he  faced  in 
his  youth  and  realizing  the  struggle  which  is  before  him,  he  has  taken  up 
the  challenge  of  relocation.  I was  not  there  when  he  needed  my  help  the 
most.  Instead,  three  months  previous  to  his  relocation,  I attained  per- 
manent leave  from  the  center  and  left  for  a college  in  the  middle  west. 

The  rest  of  the  family  Joined  my  father  a month  following  his  departure 
and  have  now  established  their  new  home. 

This  story  has  no  immediate  ending.  His  generation  was  only  the 
beginning;  his  children's  will  follow,  and  then  another  generation,  and 
still  another  will  come  after.  Somewhere  in  the  distant  American  future, 
there  is  a conclusion.  When  that  conclusion  arrives,  race  prejudice,  vdiich 
has  no  place  in  American  Democracy,  will  no  longer  belong,  and  somewhere 
in  the  channels  of  American  History  will  be  the  story  of  ray  father,  not 
of  the  one  man,  but  of  the  generation  he  represents  and  their  contribution 
to  the  American  way  of  living. 
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APPENDIX 

Post  Dispatch  Believes 
In  Educating  Coast  Agitators^ 

The  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  is  an  editorial  entitled  "Pair  Play 
for  Japainese  Americans"  commented  on  the  rescinding  of  the  west  coast 
ban  for  persons  of  Japanese  ancestry. 

The  editorial  follows: 

Two  years  and  nine  months  after  the  115,000  West  Coast  Japanese- 
Americans  were  removed  from  their  homes  in  what  has  been  described  as 
"the  largest  single  forced  migration  in  American  history,"  the  War  De- 
nartment  has  granted  them  permission  to  return.  A step  thus  is  taken 
toward  righting  a gross  violation  of  civil  liberties,  but  more  than 
this  is  necessary  before  Justice  is  fully  done. 

"Military  necessity"  was  the  reason  given  for  the  exclusion  order. 
There  is  ample  evidence,  however,  to  show  that  no  real  danger  existed, 
but  that* Army  authorities  were  taken  in  by  the  professional  anti- 
Japanese  agitators,  whose  motives  were  and  continue  to  be  mostly  eco- 
nomic, partly  race  prejudice. 

There  were  a few  disloyal  Japanese,  to  be  sure.  They  were  known 
to  the  F.  B.  I.  long  before  Dec.  7,  1941,  and  were  speedily  arrested. 
As  for  the  California  Congressnuin*  s 1935  warning  about  "25,000  armed 
Japanese  on  the  West  Coast  ready  to  take  the  field  in  case  of  war," 
they  proved  purely  imaginary.  So  did  the  "army"  of  250,000  alleged 
by  Bernarr  Macfadden  in  a letter  to  the  President  in  1936. 

Not  one  Japanese  American  in  this  country  nr  Hawaii  was  ever 
formally  charged  with  sabotage  or  espionage.  On  the  contrary,  the 
13,000  in  the  Army  are  proving  to  be  loyal  and  gallant  soldiers. 

The  100th  Infantry  Battalion,  composed  entirely  of  Japanese  Americans, 
has  won  more  decorations  than  any  other  unit  of  its  size. 

Persons  of  Japanese  anxestry  form  34.2  percent  of  Hawaii's  popu- 
lation. No  concentration  camps  were  established  there,  although 
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Eavali  Is  much  nearer  the  war  7one  than  is  our  West  Coast. 

The  Army  order  will  not  stop  the  reactionairies  who  have  been 
agitating  against  this  group  for  years.  They  are  already  calling 
for  state  laws  to  bar  the  *^apanese  Americans'  return,  and  for  mass 
deportation  of  the  group  to  Japan  after  the  war.  A big  job  of  ed- 
ucation in  fair  play  and'  tolerance  needs  to  be  done  on  the  West 
Coast  to  assure  these  American  citizens  of  their  rights. 


.iiso-  t.^^V  uro  al  rwdj  ^ciCf’'  7«v  ari^  ’’■’itijac  odxiw  2/  tt&vmh 


sv^^tS  9v«rf  orfw  s-^lilnuoi^on-*-?  nxii  qo^«  ,-tou  Ulv  'VriA 

qx:ots' 

aaur*  'lol/imi  “artenltanA  assnacTB'*  arfv*  aw«X  aJata  io% 

~b^  coi,  A .law  ar(^  naff«T»  o^  cfjuotn  ari  • ^o  at'i iAi'iOdrtib 

?a<»W  ad^  n<r  f^ftoi  ad  oi  sfeasa  aonjiiaXo^ ’fift;}  .uoi^coix 

iXudJ  'io  l:\fiD  fi^DXiataA  asadi  ot  itaoO 


MICHEAL  M.  HOESCH 


Preface 


In  writing  alsout  Reverend  Micheal  M.  Horsch,  I found  it  difficult 
to  o"btain  information  about  him.  Because  the  obituary  and  other  newspaper 
clippings  gave  all  the  factual  and  statistical  material,  I could  only  en- 
large upon  the  character  of  this  man.  I attempted  doing  this  throu^  inter- 
views and  found  from  those  whom  I interviewed,  that  in  almost  all  respects, 
there  was  mutual  response  on  all  subjects  dealt  with, 

I chose  to  write  about  Mr.  M.  M.  Horsch  mainly  because  I wanted  to 
know  more  about  him.  I remember  having  seen  him  only  twicd,  and  those  were 
the  two  times  he  paid  a visit  to  our  family.  In  my  memories  of  him,  I value 
his  acquaintance  very  highly,  for  he  was  a man  of  great  personality  and  won- 
derful character. 

I wish  to  thank  his  slater,  Missionary  Mrs,  H.  J.  Kliewer  of  the 
Bethel  Home,  for  her  consent  in  letting  me  write  about  him,  and  for  the 
useful  information  she  contributed.  Also  my  thanks  go  to  the  following  peo- 
ple for  interviews  secured  from  them;  Miss  Selma  Ellenberger,  Halstead, 
Kansas;  Dr.  J.  H.  Langenwal ter.  North  Newton,  Kansas;  Miss  Elizebeth  Klassen, 
North  Newton,  Kansas;  and  Rev.  R.  W.  Vftenbrenner,  North  Newton,  Kansas, 


* * • 


Micheal  M.  Horsch*  s strong  pacifistic  convictions  as  a lad  of  six- 
teen led  him  to  America  in  188J  to  avoid  compulsory  military  training  in 
Germany.^  Many  people  from  his  church  at  that  time  had  already  lowered  their 
standards  of  faith  to  such  a degree  as  to  make  military  training  justifiable, 
but  Micheal  saw  every  phase  of  it  to  be  wrong  and  felt  that  he  could  not  in- 
dulge in  any  such  practice.^ 


Upon  arriving  in  the  states,  he  entered  the  Academy  and  Seminary  at 
Halstead,  Kansas,  with  the  two  fold  aim  of  acquiring  the  English  language 
and  preparing  for  the  ministry. 3 He  progressed  rapidly,  being  an  outstand- 
ing student,  and  graduated  in  18^2.^ 


^Obl  tuary; 

^Mrs.  H.  J. 

^Obl  tuary: 

U 

• Mrs.  H.  J. 


Year  Book  of  General  Conference , 1942. 
Kliewer;  Bethel  Home,  February  6,  1949* 
Year  Book  of  General  Conference.  1942. 
Kliewer;  Bethel  Home,  February  6,  1945* 
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He  married  Miss  Ottilie  Dettvdeler  in  1895  end.  they  were  sent  among 
the  Cheyenne  Indians  in  vdiat  was  then  known  as  Indian  territory,  now  Oklahoma, 
hy  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Because  of  his  wife's  poor  health,  they  soon 
relocated  to  Cucamonga,  California,  and  there  the  Los  Angeles  City  Mission 
work  "began  under  his  leadership.  He  "became  minister  of  the  First  Mennonite 
Church  of  Upland,  California,  in  I906,  and  served  there  till  I915.  \Aien  the 
General  Conference  asked  him  to  act  as  their  field  secretary,^  As  traveling 
minister,  he  visited  all  the  Conference  churches  in  the  states  and  in  Canada, 
making  lasting  impressions  on  the  congregations  he  contacted.  In  this  work  he 
gained  many  life-long  friends. 2 

In  1918  he  again  took  up  the  ministry  of  the  church  in  Upland.  His 
wife  i>a88ed  away  in  1923«  He,  however,  kept  at  work  till  I926  vAien  he  per- 
mitted himself  to  teke  his  first  vacation  in  his  life.  He  made  a trip  to 
Germany  to  visit  hie  old  home.  On  his  return  to  the  states  he  married  Miss 
Lydia  Musselman  and  together  they  took  up  the  church  work  at  Upland. ^ 

In  1927,  he  transferred  to  the  second  Mennonite  Church  of  Beatrice, 
Hehreska,  vrfiere  he  served  faithfully  and  well  until  his  retirement  in  1939* 

He  then  moved  "back  to  his  home  un  Upland  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life 
with  his  wife  and  children. 

Reverend  Micheal  Horsch  loved  "both  churches  in  \diich  he  served.^ 

His  ever- ready  smile  and  pleasing  personality  attracted  the  young  people 
of  the  church  and  won  over  their  deepest  respect  and  love  for  him.  He  was 
friendly  to  people  >Aiom  he  knew  and  especially  so  to  strangers. 5 

His  nervous  disposition  caused  him  to  speak  rapidly  but  fluently. 

At  times  it  was  difficult  for  his  audience  to  grasp  all  parts  of  his  sermons 
because  of  his  celerity.  His  sermons  were  brief  but  meaningful.^  Although 
his  earlier  ministry  consisted  of  entire  extemporaneous  speaking,  he  dared 
not  trust  his  memory  during  the  latter  part  of  his  preaching  career. 7 He 
carried  notes  for  his  sermons  but  very  seldom,  if  ever,  found  it  necessary 
to  use  them. 2 


^Obituary?  Year  Book  of  General  Conference , 19^2. 

^Mrs.  H.  J.  Kllewer:  Bethel  Home,  February  6,  19^» 

^Obituary!  Year  Book  of  General  Conference.  1942.  Sbid. 

^Rev.  R.  W.  Wienbrenner:  Bethel  College,  February  g,  I945. 
^Mrs.  H.  J.  Kllewer,  Bethel  Home,  February  6,  19^5* 

^Rev.  R.  W.  Wienbrenner,  Bethel  College,  February  g,  1945- 


Miss  Ellzebeth  Klassen;  Bethel  College,  February  10,  1945.  (Miss 


Klnssen  was  a member  of  Rev.  Horsch' s church  at  Beatrice,  Nebraska)^ 
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Reverend  Horsch  enjoyed, impromptu  activities  vd.th.in  the  church  and 
v#as  noted  for  celling  upon  various  individuals  to  sing  end  talk  at  a minute’s 
notice. 1 He  enjoyed  leading  in  congregational  singing.  Aljl  vdio  have  ever 
attended  one  of  his  services  vd.ll  clearly  remember  his  stout,  melodious  voice 
ringing  far  above  the  congregational  singing, ^ 

He  vras  an  agreeable  person  to  work  vd.th.  He  looked  for  the  good  in 
people  and  found  it.  He  was  willing  to  consider  both  sides  of  a question 
and.  then  stand  for  that  vdiich  he  found  to  be  right.  3 He  had  a tactful  way 
of  making  peace,  succeeding  admirable  in  fusing  the  members  of  the  church 
into  one  v#orking  body.^ 

Mr.  Horsch  did  not  put  strong  eraphasie  on  extensive  organization  with- 
in the  church,  but  kept  up  excellent  personal  contacts. 5 His  wife  and  he 
were  sociable  and  found  much  enjoyment  in  visiting  with  friends.  His  kind, 
sympathetic  disposition  ranked  him  as  an  excellent  visitor  amoung  the  sick 
and  sorrowing. o 

Mr.  Horsch  suffered  a stroke  during  the  Sunday  morning  services  at 
his  own  church  in  Upland  on  July  27,  19^1.  was  called  home  on  August  2.7 
He  always  counted  heavenly  inheritance  far  above  any  earthly  treasures,  which 
belief  was  so  keenly  visible  v/ithin  the  character  of  this  man.^ 

He  gave  Ood  a chance  to  work  throu^  him.  While  a missionary,  he  won 
Indians  and  vhile  preaching,  those  of  his  own  denomination,  not  by  argument, 
but  because  he  was  kind,  and  humbly  walked  with  Ood, 9 He  was  loved  and  hon- 
ored by  all  that  knew  him,  and  shall  always  be  held  in  hi^  esteem  by  those 
whom  he  served. 


^Rev.  R,  W.  Wlenbrenneri  Bethel  College,  February  8,  I9U5, 

2 

Miss  Selma  Ellenbergerj  Halstead,  Kansas,  February  3,  19^5* 

^Dr,  J.  H.  Langenwalterj  North  Newton,  Kansas,  February  7,  19^5* 
*^Rev.  R.  W.  Wlenbrenneri  Bethel  College,  February  8,  19^5* 

^Ibid. 

^Mlss  Selma  iillenbergert  Halstead,  Kansas,  February  3,  19^5* 
^Obituary!  Year  Book  of  Oeneral  Conference.  I9U2. 

g 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Kllewori  Bethel  Home,  February  6,  I9U5, 

q 

’Obltueryi  Year  Book  of  Oeneral  Conference,  1942. 
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ANDREW  BECKER 


Mr,  Andrew  Becker's  Interests,  as  you  will  be  able  to  sec,  are  lergely 
religious,  or  spiritual.  He  never  bragged  or  mentioned  anything  about  himself. 

For  this  reason  I can  say  very  little  about  the  interesting  experiences  he  had 
in  Russia,  and  during  the  time  he  immigrated  to  America. 

Mr,  Andrew  Becker  was  about  six  feet  tall,  he  velj^ed  about  one  hundred 
and  ninety  pounds.  He  was  firm  but  always  kind,  pleasant,  and  generous  with 
all  of  his  family  or  anybody  that  he  came  in  contact  with, 

Andrew  was  fifteen  \fdien  he  arrived  in  America.  His  parents  had  died 
not  long  before  this.  He  was  taken  care  of  by  some  of  the  people  that  came 
over  in  the  same  boat  with  him.  They  settled  in  Kansas,  where  he  married. 

Later  he  moved  to  Meno,  Oklahoma. 

Here  he  tau^t  a Sunday  School  Class  for  thirty  years.  Mr,  Andrew  Becker 
bou^t  and  operated  the  Farmer's  Crain  Elevator,  together  with  his  son,  Ben 
Becker,  At  the  same  time  he  managed  end  owned  the  General  Merchandise  Store. 

Besides  this,  he  operated  a farm  not  far  from  town, 

Mr,  Andrew  Becker's  life  was  not  by  any  means  easy  going.  On  coming 
home  one  day  he  saw  nothing  of  his  house,  but  hot  ashes.  He  said  nothing,  but 
was  thankful  that  all  eleven  of  the  children  were  saved. 

There  were  a number  of  crop  failures;  the  General  Merdiandlse  Store 
was  also  a failure  (largely  because  people  \Ao  had  borrowed  could  not  pay  their 
debts).  On  another  occasion  they  lost  all  but  two  or  three  of  their  horses. 

'^'erhaps  what  bothered  him  more  than  any  or  all  of  these  things  put  to- 
gether was  his  poor  health.  He  suffered  from  an  infection  in  one  of  his  lungs, 
vWilch  finally  overtook  him  in  I920. 

If  both  parents  in  a home  are  Christians,  their  children  will  be  Christians.) 
In  this  respect  he  had  a great  advantage,  because  both  of  his  parents  were  Chris- 
tians, For  this  reason,  as  he  advanced  in  his  dally  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  God,  his  love  and  fear  of  God  became  more  pronounced. 

'/'Ihen  he  became  older,  more  evil  thoughts  and  actions  wanted  to  find  ex- 
pression with  in  him,  but  he  continually  brought  bock  to  memory  his  prayers, 
and  repeated  them  very  often. 

At  this  time  he  began  to  see  that  there  were  many  things  to  be  thankful 
for.  He  now  searched  and  found  thanksgiving  prayers  and  memorized  them.  Before 
long  he  hod  all  the  pro.yers  so  arranged  that  he  could  recall  anyone  at  the 
appropriate  moment. 

At  school  In  spelling  and  rending  classes  they  used  the  catechism.  By 
those  means  he  thoroughly  memorized  the  book,  ^t  was  a great  pleasure  for  hin 
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to  recite  the  contents  of  the  catechism  from  beginning  to  -end,  and  also  to 
teech  others,  ^en  the  time  arrived  to  attend  this  cla88,he  did  not  havff 
to  memorize  the  answers  because  he  already  knew  both  the  questions  and  an- 
swers. 

Later,  when  they  came  to  America,  he  had  a great  desire  to  become 
a company  minister.  This  desire  however  was  not  granted.  ?he  voyage  was 
very  stormy,  but  his  child-like  faith  in  God  was  so  steadfast  that  even 
death's  threatenings  could  not  arouse  any  fear  in  him.  One  day  especially 
vdien  everyone  cried  that  the  ship  would  sink,  he  seated  himself  at  a table 
and  awaited  the  sinking  without  disturbance. 

But  I must  go  beck  and  say  a few  words  about  his  parents  and  their 
death.  His  parents  died  during  the  eleventh  year  of  his  life,  seven  weeks 
apart.  Later,  by  working  in  different  places,  he  had  the  opportunity  to  be 
in  company  with  many  families.  From  his  eleventh  year  until  the  time  he  was 
married  he  lived  among  strangers. 

The  first  summer  after  he  arrived  in  America  his  attitude  toward  life 
was  rather  indifferent.  The  reason  for  this  lack  of  ambition  was  his  poor 
health.  had  been  sick  twice,  and  the  second  illness  proved  almost  fatal. 
However,  this  did  not  concern  him  any,  because  life  in  America  had  no  Interest 
for  him.  But  his  enthusuasm  to  get  ahead  in  life  returned  vdien  his  health 
was  restored  during  the  following  summer.  He  began  to  feel  more  at  home,  end 
soon  found  himself  thinking  of  a home  of  his  own.  The  first  two  years  in 
America  were  the  hardest  because  he  was  parted  from  his  people  and  his  church 
services.  This  was  not  because  he  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  attend 
services  here.  God  had  aroused  his  interest  in  religion  and  He  continued 
His  protection  and  care  here  also.  The  third  winter,  he  began  to  study  the 
word  of  God  again.  This  awakened  and  renewed  his  interest  in  the  Bible  to 
a much  greater  extent  then  ever  before. 

Since  his  life  with  strangers  was  already  so  long,  h began  to  rea- 
lize more  end  more  that  it  was  not  desirable  for  one  to  live  life  alone.  His 
future  wife  whom  he  had  sought  with  God's  assistance,  had  been  definitely 
pointed  out  to  him. 

His  foster  parents,  whom  he  always  thought  as  much  as  if  they  had 
been  his  own  parents,  substantiated  his  belief  in  this  matter.  They  both 
said  that  they  had  also  selected  the  same  one  for  him  vhom  he  had  in  mind. 

Now  he  was  very  certain,  for  they  were  both  Christians  and  even  concerned 
themselves  with  what  was  best  for  him.  The  great  peace  and  satisfaction  he 
had  as  a result,  no  one  knew  but  him  alone.  From  now  on  his  desire  was  to 
serve  God  in  his  life's  hard  task  in  return  for  such  great  care  and  absolute 
assurance  of  his  future. 

Time  passed,  and  he  was  married.  A small  house  came  into  being.  T)iey 
hod  forty  acres  of  land  wi  th  a small  sod-ho\ise  on  it.  Vihat  a contrast  thin 
was  to  life  among  strangers. 
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His  wife  had  received  a much  "better  Christian  training  in  her  home 
and  community  than  he  had  and  was,  for  this  reason,  far  ahead  of  him  in  her 
knowledge  of  the  word  of  God  and  religious  songs.  Both  her  parents  enjoyeKi 
reading  the  Bible  and  singing  Christian  hymns.  This  influenced  his  wife  to 
practice  this  in  her  daily  life.  It  was  her  personality  that  transformed 
his  sod-house  into  a beautiful  home,  very  dear  to  him. 

The  following  paragraph  is  several  verses  taken  out  of  the  Bible, 
They  were  found  at  the  end  of  his  Autobiography.  I think  that  this  Is  vhat 
he  tried  to  pattern  his  life  after. 

“Blessed  be  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who,  according  to 
this  great  mercy,  begot  us  again  unto  a living  hope  by  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  unto  an  ixxheritance  incorruptible  and  undeflled, 
and  that  fadeth  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you.  Who,  by  the  power  of  God 
guarded  through  faith  unto  salvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time. 
Wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice;  though  now  for  a little  \diile  if  need  be  ye  have 
been  put  to  grief  in  manifold  trials.  That  the  proof  of  your  faith,  being 
more  precious  than  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  is  proved  by  fire,  may 
be  found  unto  praise  and  glory  and  honor  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ; 
\^io  not  having  seen  ye  love;  in  whom,  though  now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  be- 
lieving, you  rejoice  greatly  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  receive- 
ing  the  end  of  your  faith  even  the  salvation  of  your  souls.”  (I  Peter  1;3-1G) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The  material  for  this  biography  of  Andrew  Becker  was  taken  from 
his  autobiography.  It  was  written  in  German  and  translated  in  English  by 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Loganblll. 

Other  material  was  obtained  through  Mrs.  E.  E.  Loganblll,  one  of 
Andrew  Becker's  daughters,  • 
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PAUL  MOUTTBT 


Preface 

This  biography  is  based,  for  the  most  part,  on  general  knowledge, 
that  is,  facts  that  my  parents  have  told  me  and  that  I have  more  or  less 
taken  for  granted*  The  outline  or  pattern  which  I used  for  this  biography 
is  the  obituary  written  by  BeVo  Paul  Mouttet's  children  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  iipril,  1944*  This  biography  is  not  complete  in  any  sense,  but 
merely  an  attempt  to  present  his  life  as  a whole* 

I want  to  thank  all  those  who  have  helped  me  get  facts  and  infor- 
mation on  this  biography*  I also  want  to  make  an  apology  to  those  who 
knew  him  and  worked  with  him,  for  the  fe^eble  attempt  I have  made  to  write 
about  his  life* 


* * * . 

Paul  Mouttet  was  born  in  Berne,  Canton,  Switzerland,  on  December 
20,  lS64o  He  waS'  one  of  the  four  children  of  Uebert  and  Ursuela  Lantz 
Mouttet*  There  is  not  much  evidence  or  information  on  Paul  Mouttet "s  early 
life  in  Switzerland,  but  I shall  relate  the  few  things  he  told  me  and  other 
friends  of  his*  There  is  a picture  of  Paul  Mouttet,  (he  is  my  mother's 
father  so  from  here  on  I will  refer  to  him  as  .Grandfather)  and  several 
members  of  his  family  standing  outside  their  chalet  with  their  cow,  and  with 
the  traditional  Swiss  background  of  mountains*!  His  father  died  when  he 
was  very  young,  so  he  had  to  work  to  provide  the  family  with  the  very  bar- 
est of  necessities*  Grandfather  told  of  working  on  the  small  railroad 
trains  used  mainly  for  tourists*  His  fajnily  was  so  poor  that  when  he  would 
come  home  from  work  or  school, -he  would  be  very  hungry,  so  that  he  would 
have  to  go  around  and  beg  for  bread  to  eat*  His  mother  died  when  he  was 
fifteen*  Grandfather  never  talked  very  much  about  his  life  in  Switzerland 
because  he  said  there  was  not  much  to  say*  In  his  later  years  he  sometimes 
talked  of  going  back  to  visit  Switzerland,  but,  because  of  the  war  and  o’ther 
circumstances,  he  was  not  able  to  go* 

When  Grandfather  was  seventeen,  he  came  to  America  with  a friend 
(we  do  not  know  who  the  friend  was),  landing  in  New  York  around  Easter  time 
in  1881*  He  went  from  New  York  to  Berne,  Indiana,  where  he  had  some  ac- 
quaintances* Grandfather  worked  at  Berne  about  three  years  as-a  day  la- 
borer* Here  at  Berne  he  received  his  catechetical  instruction,  was  baptized, 
and  joined  the  Mennonite  Church*  He  was  a Catholic  in  the  Old  Country  but 


^This  picture  used  to  be  in  Paul  Mouttet *s  home  but  it  is  not  cer- 
tain where  it  is  now*  One  of  his  children  probably  has  it  in  his  possession* 


46 


' v ' 'r;  v.tV’' 


A. 


,4 


-:.‘-/W 


.'sriM ' 


IS 


(f'  . ^ 


• ?■■«■(  ,■  '^-.f 


'.'ia  '•  : ' 


.-  ' AA  ■>:  "A  A ■■■'  ^ ■ 


.-fW 


■i’  .*'-' 


"»'•'  ..  - '■  ■ -, v:-'  r 

’•••'  ■ ^ '-•■  'V  ■,  ■ ■ ■-  './  V :'.■'  ■'.  '■K+-'"'- 


I-  ■ 
■ , . 


■ , v ■•' 

',.  ■ - ' ■ ■•■  - ■■  ..  •';'■■ « ■■“'''' 

' • • - Stj, 


•-■■  i 


//  - ' '-/V 

'..  -■  ■ ! ,.  , ^ 

I., 


,.  ;P' 


'-‘A'  : 

■ :■  . vt. .'  > . 


.-•/v  J 

’f-4 


1.  ; 


i'-.-.r':. 


u •• 


■■  ■' 


.'fii  ' '=?»•■■•■;'  ■■*  ■■ 

I S v'-  ’■ 


- V‘ ' 


% 


- . r*: 


,'U\  -*A 

■ <,  ; - 


..•V  ' , ' v-'  •'  ■ 

■;  , . ■ ■■  ■'  . 

..^  -f A^rA;-A>A.  -i-  ■■  \ 


, A-  - 

' . •/.-  7 t to*.. '■  . - •■• 


' -■'■S  -.A'fM  ' "'■'  ■%-'-fci^ 


'.Mi 


49 


little  is  known  concerning  his  change  of  attitude.  Grandfather’s  native 
tongue  was  French,  and  it  was  probably  while  he  was  at  Berne  that  he  learned 
the  German  language  that  he  used  most  of  his  life. 

In  188^,  there  was  a call  for  farm  laborers  in  the  Mission  Field  of 
the  General  Conference  at  Cantonment,  Oklahoma.  Grandfather  voluntered  and 
worked  there  for  several  years.  He  did  most  of  his  work  among  the  Indians 
there.  This  work  was  quite  strenuous,  for  in  some  of  the  letters  he  told 
of  substituting  for  a certain  Sister  Lucretia,  a native,  who  was  ill.  He 
spoke  of  the  work  being  so  hard  he  could  not  stand  it  much  longer  without 
extra  help  so  he  wrote  to  the  board  for  more  help.  Also  in  some  of  the 
letters  he  wrote,  (these  were  all  written  as  reports  to  the  Bundesbote)  he 
described  the  conditions  in  the  mission  field.  Some  of  their  problems 
were:  not  having  enough  food  for  the  children,  having  a hard  time  keeping 

the  children  in  school,  and  always  the  foreboding  problem  of  not  having 
enough  help  or  teachers.'^ 

After  Grandfather  had  worked  very  hard  there  for  several  years  (we 
do  not  know  how  many),  he  came  to  Kansas  and  attended  the  Halstead  Seminary, 
He  went  to  the  Seminary  for  three  years  (1887-1890)  taking  the  prescribed 
course.  He  was  a little  older  than  the  rest  of  the  boys  there,  which  prob- 
ably accounted  for  his  being  a bit  more  serious-minded  and  making  good  use 

of  his  time.  Another  characteristic  which  had  developed  by  this  time  was 
that  he  had  already  become  a man  of  definite  and  strong  convictions.  He 
was  probably  more  serious-minded  at  this  time  because  of  his  recent  hardships 
than  he  was  in  his  later  life,  but  even  at  this  time  he  appreciated  a good 

Joke  or  laugh  with  the  rest  of  the  boys  at  the  Seminary.  It  is  told  that 

one  night  Grandfather  decided  to  pull  a Joke  on  his  roommate  who  was  always 
falling  asleep  over  his  studies.  So  he  put  out  all  the  lights  at  about 
eight  o'clock  and  called  to  his  roommate,  who  was  again  sleeping  over  his 
books,  telling  him  it  was  time  to  go  to  bed.  His  roommate,  who  was  too 
sleepy  to  catch  on,  got  into  bed  without  even  knowing  the  difference.  The 
rest  of  the  boys  sot  his  clock  to  wake  him  up  the  next  morning  about  four 
o'clock,  when  everything  was  very  still.  Grandfather  got  a lot  of  en- 
joyment out  o'f  recalllTTg  this  incident.  Also  in  Seminary  the  game  of  cro- 
quet was  quite  popular  and  Grandfather  liked  this  game  immensely.  He 
also  liked  to  tell  the  boys  a few  stories  about  the  Old  Country  and  talk 
to  them  in  French,  which  was  quite  a novelty  for  most  of  them  in  the  Sem- 
inary. Several  men  who  were  his  classmates  at  that  time  might  be  known  by 
many  in  the  Mennonlte  communities.  Several  of  these  are  W.  J.  Baumgardner, 
Bon  Ewert,  G.  A.  Haury,  David  Toews,  Dr.  R,  S.  Haury,  Reverend  Horsch,  and 
A,  W.  Cleaver.^ 


^Those  facts  were  found  in  bound  volumes  of  the  Bundesbote  in  the 
Historical  Library  and  were  translated  into  English  by  Katherine  Neufeld, 

^Thls  information  won  gotten  from  an  Interview  with  Prof,  P,  J, 
Wedel  in  hi*  office  in  Memorial  Hall  on  Thursday,  January  25,  19^5* 
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On  November  7,  I89O,  he  married  Katherine  Riesen.  Not  much  has 
been  found  on  their  acquaintance,  courtship,  and  marriage  except  that  they 
followed  the  established  custom  of  the  time.  One  of  these  customs  was  the 
visiting  of  relatives,  and,  more  or  less,  celebrating  during  the  six  weeks 
proceeding  the  marriage  ceremony.  Several  persons  recall  visiting  the 
Riesen  home  during  this  time  where  they  saw  Grandfather  playing  croquet 
out  in  the  yard.  The  bride's  relatives  were  naturally  rather  curious  to 
see  what  type  of  a man  Katherine  Riesen  was  marrying,  and  just  as  one  would 
expect  from  Grandfather,  he  was  doing  the  unconventional  thing— playing 
croquet . ^ 

After  their  marriage,  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  went  back  to  the 
mission  field  in  which  Grandfather  had  worked  before  and  worked  there  for 
several  years.  Then  they  moved  to  a farm  in  Marion  County,  Kansas.  This 
farm  is  about  seven  miles  northeast  of  Hillsboro,  Kansas,  and  is  in  the 
Brudertahl  Church  community.  After  Grandfather  had  settled  here,  he  had 
his  church  letter  transferred  from  Berne  to  Brudertahl  where  he  remained 
active  in  the  church  work  the  rest  of  his  life. 

It  was  while  Grandfather  was  living  and  working  in  this  community 
that  the  people  came  to  know  and  love  him  and  his  punctual,  outspoken  way 
of  getting  things  done.  It  was  here  also  that  Grandfather  and  Grandmother 
reared  their  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

His  work  in  the  church,  which  I mentioned  before,  was  very  active. 

He  worked  and  taught  in  the  Sunday  School  and  Christian  Endeavor,  being 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Jugenderbauung  in  I9OO, 
Grandfather  also  worked  on  the  program  committee,  and  was  later  leader  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  for  years, 2 He  put  a lot  of  work  and  interest  on 
these  Christian  Endeavor  programs  as  he  left  quite  a few  records  of  pro- 
grams (worship  services  and  other  meetings)  that  he  had  planned.^  On 
January  ??.,  I9II,  Grandfather  was  elected  as  an  evangelist  and  was  ordained 
to  this  office  on  February  26,  I9II.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  from  1926  to  I93O  he  served  as  a leader  of  the  church  in 
the  absence  of  an  elder. ^ One  of  his  characteristics  in  his  church  work 
was  his  outspokenness,  ns  I mentioned  before.  He  always  said  what  he 
thought  and  his  manner  of  saying  it  was  very  bold.  The  only  sermon  I ever 
heard  him  preach  was  when  I was  quite  small,  and  his  bold  manner  of  speaking 


^This  information  was  gotten  from  an  interview  with  Mrs,  P,  S,  Goertz 
on  Monday,  January  22,  19^5* 

2Thls  information  was  taken  from  his  obituary  which  was  written  by 
his  children  and  published  in  several  periodical  papers. 

^The  records  of  these  programs  are  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  G,  A. 
Nachtlgal,  Dlghton,  Kansas. 

^Thls  information  was  also  taken  from  the  obituary. 
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frightened  me  not  at  all® 

These  characteristics  prevalent  in  his  church  work  were  very  preva- 
lent in  all  his  other  connections  in  everyday  life.  His  habits  were,  above 
all  else,  very  punctual.  The  meals  in  their  home  were  always  on  time  if  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  He  was  a very  staunch  believer  in  the  proverb 
"Zarly  to  bed  and  early  to  rise  . , , Another  characteristic  was  that 
he  was  often  very  unconventional,  for  exsiirole,  wearing  woolen  socks  all  the 
year  around.  Because  of  his  outspoken  manner,  one*s  first  impression  of 
him  is  generally  that  of  a gruff  man  and  one  who  is  perhaps  not  too  friendly 
but  those  who  knew  him  always  found  him  a true  friend  with  Jolly  good  humor, 
a twinkle  in  his  eyes,  and  a heart  of  gold.  He  was  a large-boned,  stout 
man  with  ruddy  complexion  and  always  in  excellent  health,  probably  because 
of  his  regular  living  habits.  He  was  a very  active  man  still  going  out  in 
the  harvest  field  to  work  at  the  age  of  seventy  some  years.  His  hearty 
laugh  is  one  to  be  remembered  by  all  his  friends. 

In  addition  to  his  farming  activities,  he  found  time  to  serve  on 
the  School  Board  of  Marion  County,  on  the  Board  of  Directors  at  Hillsboro 
Academy,  and  on  the  Board  of  Directors  at  Bethel  College.  Teachers  and 
students  remember  with  a smile,  how  he  would  inquire,  at  the  beginning  of 
a Board  of  Directors  or  Conference  meeting,  at  what  time  they  were  going 
to  quit  and  reminding  them  to  do  so  on  time.  He  would  generally  be  the 
one  to  make  the  motion  for  adjournment,^ 

In  the  city  of  Hillsboro  he  was  also  an  active  iiitlzen  working 
with  the  Parmer's  Cooperative,  and,  as  I mentioned  before,  he  was  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  Hillsboro  Academy.  In  town,  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother  kept  a small  orchard,  some  chickens,  and  a big  garden.  Grand- 
mother had  many  beautiful  flower  beds  covering  their  yard.  I do  not  know 
the  exact  date,  but  ever  since  I can  remember  Grandmother  was  an  invalid, 
suffering  from  severe  rhuematlsm.  She  died  on  February  21,  19 36.  Although 
outwardly  Grandfather  did  not  show  much  sorrow,  Inwardly  he  was  very  lonely 
after  she  had  died.  After  Grandmother's  death.  Grandfather  was  a very 
handy  man  about  the  kitchen  because  he  had  considerable  skill  in  canning, 
cooking,  and  baking. 

During  the  several  summers  our  family  have  spent  at  my  grandfather's 
house,  I will  never  forget,  the  one  question  that  he  would  ask  every  after- 
noon about  four  o'clock,  Just  before  going  to  town  to  get  the  mail  and 
whatever  else  wo  needed.  It  was  "Was  fftr  Fleisch  haben  wir  fSr  Abendbrot?"^ 
He  was  a rather  Impatient  man  because  Just  as  soon  as  one  thing  was  done  he 
was  anxious  to  get  to  the  next  thing. 


^Thlt  last  statement  was  told  to  me  by  several  different  men  on  the 
campur,  who  attended  these  meetings  when  Grandfather  was  there, 

^Translated  this  means,  "What  kind  of  meat  shall  I get  for  supper?" 
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I think  Grandfather  enjoyed  us  grandchildren  every  bit  as  much  as 
we  enjoyed  him.  There  was  a little  game  that  Grandfather  and  we  children 
had  made  up.  We  could  always  depend  on  his  playing  it  with  us.  My  brother 
and  I would  sit  on  his  knees  and  the  first  one  to  make  a noise  would  be 
tickledo  Of  course  before  we  were  through,  we  were  rolling  on  the  floor 
with  laughter.  He  would  often  take  us  on  little  tours  out  to  the  farm  with 
him  and  end  up  in  town  with  ice  cream  or  candy. 

He  was  a staunch  supporter  of  Bethel  College  and  often  urged  me  to 
come  to  school  here.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  last  check  that  he 
wrote  was  written  to  Bethel  College, 

His  unique  and  outstanding  character  has  endeared  him  to  the  hearts 
of  many,  and  his  death  last  April  was  truly  a loss.  But  the  many  memories 
of  many  people  whom  he  has  influenced  will  not  be  forgotten  very  soon. 
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APPENDIX 


This  Is  an  entirely  quoted  postcard,  th$  last  one  which  Grandfather 
wrote  to  his  children  end  grandchildren  In  Dlghton,  Kansas. 

Dear  Children  In  Dlghton, 

We  have  rain,  rain  here  and  cold.  Now  your  school  is  about  to 
come  to  a close — do  you  plan  to  stay  there  another  year?  I still  have 
not  sold  my  house — when  your  school  comes  to  an  end  come  and  pay  oe  a 
visit  In  this  house  once  more.  I wanted  to  give  the  children  a for- 
get-me-not  gift.  Ruben  Is  still  with  me.  Someone  came  to  look  at  my 
■ house.  Five  have  already  looked  at  It.  It  Is  dreary  out  and  raining 
again.  Oswln  Is  discouraged  with  his  cattle  because  there  Is  no  grass 
and  It  Is  always  cold. 


Father 


THBODOBE  NICKEL 


Preface 

To  write  the  biography  of  Theodore  Nickel,  my  grandfather,  seemed 
to  be  a task  too  great  for  me.  Nevertheless,  it  was  a privilege  to  work 
on  so  worthy  a project. 

I want  to  assure  the  reader  that  this  biography  is  not  nearly  com- 
plete because  I could  not  have  personal  interviews  with  many  of  his  friends, 
some  of  whom  are  still  living;  neither  was  I able  to  gather  all  the  material 
which  could  have  been  used  in  this  biography.  I encountered  another  dif- 
ficulty which  limits  this  biography  greatly.  The  source  material  was  all 
in  the  German  language  and  had  to  be  translated  before  it  could  be  used 
in  this  project. 

I wish  to  thank  and  give  due  credit  to  the  many  relatives  and 
friends  who  contributed  much  valuable  information.  I also  wish  to  thank 
Miss  Sldonnia  Nickel,  my  sister,  for  her  work  of  translating  the  German 
material  into  the  English  language.  Por  this  reason  I will  not  be  able 
to  Insert  German  verifications.  But  in  the  Footnotes  and  Bibliography  I 
will  give  a list  of  the  source  materials  from  where  I received  my  infor- 
mation, The  larger  portion  of  this  biography  is  a compilation  and  reorgan- 
ization of  Grandfather’s  Diary.  It  is  not  a daily  record,  but  rather  a 
book  which  contains  records  and  reminiscences  of  his  life  from  1847  to  1894. 

This  biography  was  written  as  an  assigned  project  of  the  Construct- 
ive English  class  of  Bethel  College,  North  Newton,  Kansas  (1944-45). 


Hie  Life  in  Rudnerweide,  South  Russia 

The  "footprints  on  the  sands  of  time"  left  by  Grandfather  Theodore 
Nickel  will  last  into  all  eternity.  He  was  born  on  September  8,  1832,  in 
the  humble  Mcnnonite  village  (dorf)  of  Rudnerweide,  South  Russia.l  He  was 
one  of  a family  of  fourteen  children  end  was  born  and  reared  in  a God- 
fearing nnd  peace-loving  home.  The  farm  on  which  ho  grew  to  manhood  was 
one  of  the  many  homesteads  that  made  up  the  village  (dorf ). ^ 


His  parents  were  Theodore  Nickels.  His  father  was  born  November  11, 
1805,  died  November  15,  1855;  his  mother  (nee  Cornelia  Wlchert)  was 
born  February  23,  1802,  died  October  20,  1855.  • 

'He  had  seven  brothers  and  three  sisters,  two  half-brothers  and  one 
half-sister. 
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The  Puidne^’weide  village  iiii©  ajspearaace  of  a Manorial  town  where 
the  church  and  school  have  the  central  position  and.  on  either  side  the  farms 
stretch  out  into  the  periphery e Howevers  the  village  was  a typical  Menno- 
nite  dorf  of  Southern  Russia*  The  people  had  a Frisian  descent  and  spoke 
the  German  language  (Platt-Deutsch  and  hoch-deutsch),^  The  winters  are 
long  and  cold;  the  summers  are  short  and  cool*  The  soil  is  fertile  and 
the  rainfall  is  normally  heavy*  To  illustrates  In  IgUy  the  village  (dorf) 

was  struck  by  a snowstorm  that  lasted  for  three  weeks*  Many  of  the  houses 

and  outbuildings  (shiene)  collapsed  under  the  weight  of  the  snow*  In  1S4S 
they  had  a drought  and  the  harvest  was  very  small*  The  farm  buildings 
were  in  reality  three  buildings  under  one  and  the  same  roof*  This  compila- 
tion  of  buildings  consisted  of  the  house,  the  stable,  and  the  barn.  (Some 
similar  buildings  were  built  by  Mennonites  here  in  America,  and  some  are 
still  standing). 

In  such  an  environment  Grandfather  grew  to  manhood.  It  was  the 
custom  for  everyone  to  work  hard;  otherwise,  there  would  be  no  bread  for 
the  next  meal*  Through  the  toil  of  many  years  the  Rudnerweide  community 
had  become  a little  paradise  where  peace  and  f^uietness  ruled  the  people, 

but  almost  all  of  the  work  was  done  by  physical  energy  or  by  the  draft 

beasts.  The  social  ”we  group*’  feeling  was  extended  to  where  the  little 
dorf  was  just  one  large  family*  The  educational  opportunities  and  facil- 
ities were  very  limited.  The  village  had  a schoolhouse  across  the  street 
from  the  church,  but  the  school  year  lasted  only  a few  months  each  year* 
Grandfather  had  two  or  four  years  of  training  in  the  dorf-cchule,  He 
worked  more  in  the  school  than  he  did  attending  it  because  his  family 
lived  close  to  the  schoolbuilding  where  he  did  much  carpenter  work.  His 
work  was  divided  into  many  different  Jobs;  such  as,  helping  his  parents, 
and  his  relatives  both  in  Rudnerweide  and  in  Grosswelde*  His  best-liked 
trade  was  carpenter  work  (Zlmmermann),  He  also  worked  in  a flourmill, 
made  harnesses  and  sleds.  He  truly  made  himself  useful  in  any  work  that 
needed  to  be’ done. 

In  185?  he  Joined  the  Catechism  class  and  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Franz  Ooertz  and  was  received  as  a member  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
Rudnerweide  church* 

In  1853  ho  started  tne  work  for  which  the  Mennonlte  people  are  so 
well  noted.  With  the  help  of  his  parents  and  the  things  he  had  earned  he 


^The  Low-German  (Platt-Deutsch)  was  used  in  eve,yday  conversation, 
and  the  High-German  was  the  language  used  in  the  Church  and  School-the 
literary  language. 

p 

Herman  J,  Fast,  date  of  interview;  January  1?,  1945o  (Mr*  Fast 
was  a close  neighbor  of  the  Nickels  at  Mountain  Lake,  Minnesota) 

^In  1853  ho  made  a sled,  and  In  185^  he  made  a bookcase-writing 
desk  combination  for  the  village  school. 
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started  his  farming  professiono  He  was  a very  careful  and  systematic 
farmer  (hauer)  for  we  have  records  of  his  business  transactions  where  even 
the  minute  purchases  were  recorded.  To  illustrates  He  has  recorded  the 
name  and  number  of  all  his  trees, ^ He  even  kept  record  of  the  material 
he  bought  for  his  clothes  which  were  tailored  by  the  Jews,  The  exactness 
with  which  he  did  his  business  helped  him  over  many  "storm  and  stress" 

(Sturm  und  Drang)  period  throughout  his  life. 

His  marriage  to  Eva  Ratzloff  Isaac  in  1855  marked  a new  stepping 
stone  in  his  early  life,^  This  union  was  blessed  with  seventeen  years  of 
abtindant  living.  They  were  entrusted  by  God  with  nine  children,  and  their 
farming  prospered  as  well  as  conditions  permitted, 3 The  home  was  broken 
when  his  dear  wife  "fell  asleep  in  the  Lord  and  rests  from  her  labors," 

Then  followed  a year  when  the  home  was  without  the  love  and  Influence  of 
a mother. 

Grandfather,  knowing  that  it  was  not  good  to  be  alone  and  also 
that  it  was  not  good  to  leave  the  children  without  a mother,  married  the 
second  time,  to  Miss  Anna  Ewert  from  the  village  of  Grossweide  on  July  5* 
1973*  ^0  this  union  were  born  ten  children;  however,  the  first  child 

preceded  her  parents  in  death, 5 It  was  the  quiet,  patient,  and  Christian 
spirit  of  my  Grandmother  that  was  invaluable  to  the  success  of  Grandfather’s 
work  as  a farmer  (bauer) , and  minister  (prediger)  of  the  Gospel  to  his  own 
people. 


Grandfather  was  not  only  interested  and  active  in  his  farm,  but  he 
was  greatly  Interested  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  in  his  own 


^He  had  the  following  trees;  apple,  I3O;  pear,  P6;  cherry,  35t 
plum,  82;  apricot,  4;  mulberry,  2}0;  linden,  3»  birch,  2;  maple, 

I6O;  cedar,  53?  cottonwood,  245;  ash,  5O;  and  willow,  43.  This  makes  a 
total  of  1071  trees, 

^Evn  Ratzlof  Isaac  was  born  June  3»  1828  and  died  November  1,  1872. 

3six  of  these  children  died  in  their  early  youth.  The  other  three, 
Theodore  (February  lb,  I858),  Helena  (February  1,  18bl),  and  Peter  (March 
26,  18b3)  accompanied  Grandfather  to  America, 

^Grandmother  (nee  Anna  Ewert)  was  born  September  30,  1S48,  alten 
stiels,  October  12,  1848,  neuen  stiels.  She  died  December  18,  1935  hhd 
reached  the  age  of  87  years,  2 months,  and  5 days, 

^These  children  are.  Anna  (April  19i  1874),  Wilhelm  (December  5* 
1875,  died  in  Infancy),  Wilhelm  (June  I5,  1977).  Jacob  (September  11,  1878), 
Elizabeth  (December  lb,  1880),  David  (June  12,  I883),  Heinrich  (March  22, 
I885),  Abraham  (March  8,  1887.  >"7  father),  Bernhard,  (March  20,  I89I).  and 
Gerhard  (September  I3.  1892),  The  first  three  children  were  bom  in  Rtissia, 
the  others  on  the  farm  near  Mountain  Lake,  Minnesota, 
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Tillage  (dorf).  There  was  only  one  church  in  Hudnerweide  and  the  largest 
attendance  recorded  was  9^0  people  present.  The  church  was  large  but  the 
needs  were  even  greater.  He  took  great  interest  in  these  people,  especial- 
ly, for  the  poor  and  needy  of  the  comnunity.  He  was  elected  deacon  (armen 
pfleger)  of  the  Hudnerweide  church  on  June  9t  I863,  The  duty  of  the  deacon 
was  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  the  poor  in  the  village  and  also  help  in 
the  spiritual  work.  He  very  often  took  food,  straw,  and  other  essentials 
to  the  poor  and  widows  of  the  church.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for  nine 
years  when  his  responsibilities  were  even  more  Increased,  The  Budner- 
weide  congregation  (Gemeinde)  elected  him  as  minister  (Prediger)  with 
l4?  votes  (male  members  voting)  on  the  last  holiday  of  Christmas,  1872* 
Bishop  Benjamin  Ratzloff,  his  first  father-in-law,  was  the  Elder  of  the 
church  at  that  time.  This  greatly  increased  the  effectiveness  of  the 
work  because  here  father  and  son-in-law  were  able  to  work  together. 
Grandfather  was  orientated  into  the  work  for  two  years  before  Bishop 
Batzloff  moved  to  America  (1874),  Grandfather's  duties  now  spread  over 
a large  number  of  activities  in  the  commxinity.  He  had  to  support  the 
large  family,  seek  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  village,  plus  trying  to 
help  solve  the  pressing  civil  matters  that  presented  themselves  during 
this  time.  The  Russian  Government  had  rescinded  the  Military  Exemption 
Laws,  thereby  curtailing  the  freedom  of  the  Mennonite  peace  principles* 

This  shook  the  village  out  of  its  complacency  and  a large  part  of  the 
burden  rested  itself  on  Grandfather  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  dorf. 

The  pressure  of  the  militarists  slowly  increased  until  large  numbers  of 
families  moved  to  other  countries,  especially  to  America.  Finally  the 
tragic  day  came  when  Grandfather  had  to  resign  from  all  of  his  activities, 
and  he  and  his  family  had  to  sell  all  that  they  possessed,  except  a few  per- 
sonal belongings.  This  was  not  as  easily  done  as  we  may  think.  Here  they 
lived  in  a blooming  colony  with  nice  unbumt  brick  buildings  surroxinded  by 
large  beautiful  orchards  and  green  pastures.  Their  personal  property  was 
sold  at  a public  auction  where  everything  was  sold  far  below  its  actual 
value. 


The  day  of  departure  was  at  hand  and  the  farewells  were  exchanged 
between  those  who  stayed  and  those  who  left.  The  long  trek  to  America 
started  for  those  who  loved  their  God  and  wanted  freedom  of  religious 
convictions.  Nowhere  do  we  find  any  evidence  that  Grandfather  wavered 
In  his  strong  faith  in  God;  neither  do  we  find  that  he  ever  became  dis- 
couraged even  though  he  had  to  leave  his  earthly  goods  in  Russia. 


His  Life  at  Mountain  L<^e.  Minnesota 

Their  long  Journey  (Aixswanderung)  was  begun  on  a freight  train. 
Their  sente  were  boards  nailed  against  the  walls  of  the  box  cars,  or  they 
could  sit  on  the  trunks  and  boxes.  After  a long  tiresome  ride  they 
arrived  nt  the  Bremer  harbor.  Here  they  boarded  the  freighter  Strassburg 
which  sailed  for  America,  It  was  a freight  vessel  converted  into  a passen- 
ger ship  and  in  each  large  cabin  a few  Mennonite  families  would  make  their 
temporary  home  for  the  long  tedious  voyage.  The  baggage  was  packed  in  the 
lower  deck  of  the  freighter.  In  a few  short  days  the  ocean  cruiser  began 
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to  move  away  from  the  dock  and  then  the  laraentatlDns  for  their  homeland 
started.  Heptane  was  collecting  his  tribute  while  Grsjadfather,  and  others, 
tried  to  comfort  the  brokenhearted  migrants.  As  the  voyage  proceeded  and 
the  hearts  and  stomachs  were  in  better  condition,  the  travelers  began  to 
look  forward  to  their  new  homesteads.  They  rxad  many  strange  and  wonderful 
experiences  on  board  ship?  the  weather  was  very  favorable  and  no  one  be- 
came seriously  sick  or  hurt.  They  also  had  their  regular  chtirch  seir/ices 
on  board  each  Sunday  because  to  them  if  was  a day  of  worship  and  thanks- 
giving to  the  Heavenly  Father. 

"On  Sundays  we  were  all  called  into  the  lower  deck  where  all  the 
baggage  was.  There  we  climbed  over  the  crates,  tranks,  and  bales  till 
each  one  had  found  some  kind  of  a seat.  Father  Neufeld  and  Rev.  Theodore 
Nickel  (Grandfather)  gave  short  sermons,  then  we  all  sang  the  announced 
hymns  with  enthusiasm  . . . . . 

Finally  on  July  6,  1878,  the  Theodore  Nickel  family,  together  with 
other  families,  cajne  to  Mountain  Lake,  Minnesota.  The  journey  had  lasted 
forty-five  days  and  they  all  arrived  safely  under  the  protection  of  God 
Almighty. 

The  first  problem  that  faced  the  new  settlers  in  this  wide  open 
prairie  country  was  to  find  a place  of  shelter  and  a future  home.  (The 
religious  leaders  among  the  Mennonites  had  t^  work  for  their  own  daily 
necessities  as  well  as  also  seek  to  help  other  people).  Grandfather 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land  five  miles  southeast  of  Mountain 
Lake,  The  buildings  which  he  had  built  before  the  winter  started  were 
not  too  warmly  furnished  for  the  cold,  long  winters  that  come  in  Minnesota, 
But  through  all  the  hardships  of  those  first  few  years  in  the  new  country 
we  have  no  evidence  that  he  ever  complained  or  became  discouraged.  He 
was  very  poor  during  these  pioneer  daya.  To  lllustraleg  He  bought  a ma- 
chine to  cut  grain  for  $130.  He  paid  down  $5.00;  within  the  next  three 
years  he  paid  the  balcuice  in  yearly  payments  of  $4?o00  and  $Ul„00  until 
the  machine  was  paid.  Grandfather  remained  poor  but  he  was  satisfied  be- 
cause he  was  not  seeking  treasures  on  earth.  His  aim  was  always  to  help 
people  In  need,  especially  those  who  needed  spiritual  help. 

He  joined  the  Elder  Wall  church  (later  Bergfelder)  which  is  lo- 
cated at  the  North  village  limits.  Two  years  after  he  came  to  America  he 
had  a share  in  constructing  the  new  church  edifice  which  was  dedicated  on 
May  8,  1880,  He  also  helped  build  the  spiritual  building  in  each  member *9 
heart.  Then  in  188G  the  Bergfelder  Church  elected  Grandfather  as  Elder. 

A man  of  quite  tall  stature  and  heavy-set  physique,  Grandfather  always 
appeared  before  his  audience  garbed  In  highly  polished  black  leather  boots 
and  a black  suit  of  clothes.  He  was  a very  conscientious  and  devoted  mtvx 


^ **Brosamen  Ert  ahrungen  Der  Msnnqni^n  Und  Urn  Mountain 
Minnesota";  Hlstorlcsl  Library,  North  Newton,  Kansas.  (Page  ?f , Reminis- 
cences by  I.  I.  Bargen) 


/ r*,- . ♦*« y ^ * ‘t- ' -tijft'U,.. V ?' ? <«*‘r#5:\‘;i*'  >44-. 

'■*  :,V;5  ■ v~4~ i(;  >\.iiy  4^t■^A^<^Kw,  S' :t  .'•'iV.*::  '.ijoit. 

’ -'•*  »>.'■?'  ♦»  t ':  ' ■ '.  'X'hf..  '**'■..  ■>•'  '. . ■ r-*--'*  ‘‘•■■iAi?'i‘  ' ^T, '^-4:  w^<iritoO». 


,a;  : ■ 


;,c- 


i 'i^:, 

■y  * <1  \ 


■o  fS  34  ’ iic 


‘^f- 


. Citi  »:■..<  - '^'•ro  ^.:.''i5w' v <,>  -jfkt-^.7  ■ ' •^'j 

S-vba>'.v<*  > .«4^  jav  .'r}.'*’  ,r?-‘-b2r*t>''  ■;':c-c'  :'  '.-v.<t>  , i( •*■ -aif f /••  • 


fc-’' 


'yjiUfi  . ■^■•'  \f/^9K>  ■ a«J?f '.  '.^J-V;-'.-  f Oi'  ,w‘> 

-’v  i 

^ i)  V /►«,  * "U  ''s:  ^ f<r  . jr;^i't  4 i.P»- ' Vr  • »^...v.. 


' ‘ ■*. •’ ''-f- •'‘-ijav  -».*.  ■ 0(t  ■ f j './tPhi  iix-  I'lvi  ( ■ :t  . 

Yf''  "'  ' -V  >t%t»*v.o;i;»v,.-y'  ,.-’  j :^S‘’  Siif.t  l^no-.  ^ v Pj  ' ; ir'-‘t;.ji*ri!; 

^ rttt-  ‘’■'''  b.^ti  :c^;  .,,.  t>--,J 

■•^  ■■•*  i ,'>, /> 'nei'  ,* 

^■. . ^ V.  < ■(,>  ■ s'  ^\('i  ^.\s,  . \y  ‘ 

t f'-t*  *■'-  .‘,b  .i  Cl  -5 1:  i*  ■ '>  ■;v*-!‘l  0 Wa'iS; , ■ »\sr  J ^ 

5(1  S “ ■ '\  ■’  ' i,C ■.  ^-.'<  i-.  iq  ad:  t'OTit  v ~dihx'\  dli'ki 


T.3 


f 


C- 


4 .t  ^ht*r.  u‘4  ;«w  !:t'i’-M , r*j 


i-  .'/•  ’>  <••=*'-•  «!,•;  >v*.  '..aMK-  'AipfAvn.  ♦>?2r.;  's-'^Vd^jjl!^  0ll4 

y . :•  , • <,«!?'»  -‘.fe  -Jf*-'  .^fti’-'  ««■■.'  • .£w5C 

'Vy  ■’  '•; bI«rUr^sllm  ^ •* n -ai  tklyf.*svff' 

' ■■'■■'■"'■;  . j'..  ' "'  ' ^.'  " •''  ■'''•■■  '■'■■'  ' ■ 

; ^ ' 4,'t  ♦••?  il>« ,,  I f.H-  ■ ^ ; •*;♦  ;.>  ■ M'-‘  ' •"  - i U'  -^.^r ' ■ ' • ' 

.•?•;?  CSV  ,' -i.oJ'.  .4>  ’ f,.,  -3..  ra^  . 

'*■-  . -V4  . --ui.  •-•.  'U'-  : '.r' •♦4';  ;il>4%£-w  ■ J :.v  jri  n ...;/■-  - A JtMii  1 

h-y.;,sy-tWl  t-'  '■ ; .fifur^a  i*i>  -■ 

.\3  -4:.  ■.  -Mi  ,v.;  arJ  -15;  3^  '.Hihori'  '' 

^ ,y.\>vrA'  ■' 

■itc-y-'-  .:■■  ■ :■  '/.r-h.'*  1 J:«« ’.  .'.*5-  r.'i  ■•  :*  • 

’ -•''■..;>io  %'' r .'  hfte  •'•' 


«sl£ 


• ••• . • .•■  ■■  ■ •'■'  V.  A i >"»•  > 5 O { • 


■ -V  V-  >; 


:.  ■—“  m ;v;  •■ :%  5S*'« 


59 


in  his  high  calling  of  God«  He  wrote  all  hia  sermons,  announcements, 
and  hymns.  He  was  known  as  a good,  fluent  reader  with  a clear,  sin- 
cere, and  loving  voice.  He  had  a sermon  for  every  special  occasion 
which  he  used  over  again  in  three  year  cycles.  He  was  always  willing 
to  accept  every  request  to  preach  because  the  Lord  commanded  him  to 
do  so  in  His  Holy  Word. 


Besides  his  Eldership  in  his  home  church,  he  served  a small 
group  at  Lamberton,  Minnesota  (which  is  about  thirty  miles  north- 
west of  Mountain  Lake)  at  regular  intervals,^  To  fulfill  his  mission  he 
would  leave  on  Saturdays  and  return  on  Mondays  with  hie  horse  and  buggy 
vehicleo  At  home  the  children,  cattle,  and  many  other  duties  were  eagerly 
waiting  for  his  return.  Grandfather  was  always  a busy  manj  working,  min= 
istering,  visiting,  studying,  and  praying  for  the  family,  church,  and 
coram\inity. 


"He  served  nine  years  as  deacon,  seventeen  years  as  preacher,  and 
five  years  as  elder.  He  had  much  grace  and  strength  in  his  calling.  I 
cannot  remember  if  he  ever  complained  or  was  discouraged,  but  rather 
yielded  to  God  and  was  content.  In  his  faith,  hope,  and  trust  he  lived 
and  worked  till  the  day  of  his  death.  I remember  especially  how  he  pointed 
his  candidates  for  baptism  to  Jesus,  the  Good  Shepherd  and  true  Vine. 

When  'the  father's  blessing  builds  the  children's  houses'  as  we  read  in 
the  Word,  then  this  has  also  come  to  pass  in  his  family.  Even  if  there 
was  only  a small  family  tree  to  begin  with,  it  has  spread  out  into  many 


branches. 


During  the  years  that  Grandfather  lived  in  America  he  Indeed 
accomplished  a great  work  through  the  guidance  of  the  Lord,  He  worked 
till  the  last  few  days  of  his  life.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  189^* 
he  had  188  members,  106  boys  and  101  girls  in  the  church.  The  total 
enrollment  was  395*  To  guide  this  church  was  hia  supreme  joy  and  truly 
he  la  awaiting  his  reward  in  heaven. 

Before  the  church  service  started  on  the  last  Sunday  morning  that 
he  attended  church  Grandfather  became  seriously  ill  and  was  taken  to  the 
home  of  his  mother-in-law  (Great  Grandmother)  where  he  died  the  following 
day,  May  7»  189^,  of  heart  attack.  He  reached  the  age  of  6l  years,  6 
months  and  ?9  days.  Elder  Gerhard  Neufeld  preached  his  funeral  sermon  on 
May  9 Riving  Grandfather  Nickel  the  tribute  that  he  had  not  been  an 
hireling,  but  remained  faithful  to  his  flock  till  the  very  last. 


^There  was  a small  group  of  nine  families  at  Lamberton.  Orandfa  ter 
had  a part  In  serving  this  small  Monnonite  group, 

p 

William  T,  Nickel  , Mountain  Lake,  MinnesotoJ  From  hia  no’tes  pre- 
sented at  a Nickel  Family  Reunion  (19^2), 
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REVERI2TD  PET2R  P,  BULLER 


Preface 

I am  writing  this  bio^aphy  of  Mr,  P.  P.  Buller  mainly  in  appre« 
ciation  of  the  things  he  hae  r^one  for  our  community.  He  has  spent  hia 
life  there  anfl  has  contribute'^  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  in  several 
ways.  I wish  to  enumerate  the  things  he  has  ^one.  While  I am  doing  this, 
I also  hope  to  accomplieh  a slight  revelation  of  his  personality. 

Having  spoken  to  a few  people  who  know  Mr,  Buller  well,  and  having 
been  'acquainted  with  him  myself,  I make  an  attempt  to  write  of  hlme  I 
hope  that  my  attempt  will  not  offend  because  of  errors  in  interpretation, 
or  for  any  other  reason. 


Reverend  P.  P.  Buller  is  often  thought  of  only  as  being  the  pastor 
of  the  Ooeesel  Monnonite  Church.  He  has,  however,  contributed  to  the 
Ooessel  Comm\inity  in  numerous  other  waj^s.  His  positions  as  a teacher;  his 
position  as  a postmaster;  his  positions  of  honor,  as  the  treasure  of  the 
Bethesda  Hospital,  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Bethel  College, 
member  of  several  committees  pf  the  Western  District  Conference;  and  his 
position  as  the  father  of  six  children — all  are  important  contributions 
to  the  Ooessel  Community. 

There  is  some  discussion  about  the  birth  of  Peter  Buller.  Was  he 
born  In  Russia  or  on  the  ship  which  brought  his  parents  to  America?  At 
any  rate,  he  was  born  on  July  ?3»  1^7^  of  Peter  Buller  and  Anna  Buller- 
Buller,  and  his  mother  has  told  him  that  at  that  time  they  were  still  in 
Stelnfeld,  South  Russia.^  His  parents  brought  him  to  live  in  the  Smmantal 
Community,  Marlon  County,  Kansas.  This  is  where  he  grew  up  in  a way  simi 
lar  to  most  boys  of  that  day.  He  played  his  boyish  pranks,  experienced  a 
few  excitements  with  the  neighboring  Indians,  and  as  the  only  boy  in  a 
family  of  four  children  was  spoiled  a trifle. ^ 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Peter  Buller  began  preparing  for  what  he 
had  decided  he  wanted  as  a profession — teaching.  He  began  his  training 
by  attending  the  Halstead  Seminary,  The  following  two  years  he  attended 
Bethel  College,  after  which  he  /-^ilned  his  first  teaching  experience  in 
District  Marlon  Cotinty,  Kansas.  After  two  years  of  teaching,  he  again 
attended  Bethel  College  for  two  years.  District  3I  again  received  him  an 
Its  teacher  for  a short  period  of  time,  after  which  he  attended  Dnporia 


^Mrs.  Otto  Unruh,  5OI  Southeast  Fburth,  Hewton,  January  ?6,  19^. •• 

^Xbld. 
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State  Normal  long  enough  to  obtain  hie  certificate.  From  I9O2  to  1906,  he 
wa«  the  principal  of  the  Lehi^  Public  School.  Then  in  I906,  his  real 
teaching  career  begsuri,  when  he  took  the  job  as  first  teacher  of  the  Pre- 
paratory Sdiool  at  Ooessel. 

Next  to  Peter  Puller's  work  as  a minister,  his  twenty  years  of 
teaching  were  probably  his  greatest  contribution  to  hie  commxinity.  In 
this  work,  he  ha<^  great  opportunity  to  gul»^e  his  etu^^ents.  Bven  in  his 
early  flays  of  teaching  in  !)i strict  31»  ''as  taken  as  an  example.  He 
llrefl  with  the  I.  7.  Fast  family  anfl  greatly  influencefl  the  son,  I.  B, 

Fast  says,  "Later  when  I tau^t  school  anfl  rem.  into  difficulty,  I just 
imitated  Peter  Buller.  Sverythlng  came  out  all  ri^t."  German  Institutes 
were  confluctefl  at  this  time  for  the  benefit  of  younger  teachers.  The 
younger  teachers  took  orer  classes  while  the  more  experienced  ones  criti- 


As  teacher  of  the  Preparatory  School  at  Ooessel,  Peter  Btxller 
showed  his  real  worth.  He  always  adhered  to  methods  anfl  made  sure  he 
knew  the  latest  things  concerning  teaching.  There  was  no  doubt  in  the 
student's  minds — they  knew  they  would  have  to  get  their  lessons,  even  if 
Mr.  Buller  did  not  say  so  in  so  many  words. ^ His  oldest  daughter  said 
that  she  feared  him,  too,  because  of  hie  firmness.  Because  of  this  domi- 
nant quality  of  firmness,  his  discipline  problem  was  only  minor.  He 
always  had  hie  school  under  good  control.  The  people  were  sorry  to  see 
him  leave  the  school  because  after  that  the  teadiere  always  had  a disci- 
pline problem;  however,  people  did  not  dislike  him  for  his  firm  way  with 
their  children. 3 Putting  his  material  across  to  the  students  did  not 
give  Mr.  B\iller  any  difficulty  either.  He  had,  and  has,  a good  sense  of 
hxinor  an-'  would  joke  with  his  students  at  times.  He  would,  howevjjr,  never 
become  very  intimate  with  his  students,  yet  was  respected  by  all.  The 
true  teacher  in  Peter  Buller  has  cropped  out  many  times  long  after  he 
quit  teaching.  As  long  as  possible,  he  had  teachers  rooming  and  boarding 
at  his  house,  because  he  enjoyed  being  with  teachers. 3 

Teaching  was  not  a money  proposition  to  Peter  Buller.  His  motive 
was  to  work  for  the  betterment  of  the  community.  He  generally  had  to  sup- 
plement his  small  salary  by  doing  something  else.  For  a time,  he  farmed 


^Issac  B.  Fast,  Ooessel  Mennonite  Church,  Ooessel,  December  30, 

19^4. 

^enry  Qulring,  6?9  Southeast  Third,  Newton,  Kansas,  January  28, 

19»»5. 

^leaac  B.  Fast. 

4 

Henry  Quirlng. 

%(rs.  Otto  Unruh. 
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^xurln^  th«  vuaner  Bonthe.  * Later  he  became  the  postmaster  of  Goessel.^ 

Hie  concern  for  his  ettu^ej^^s  was  not  for  their  mental  capacity  alone,  but 
alto  for  their  physical.  * for  a number  of  years  he  lived  in  the  boarding 
hall  with  his  students.^ 

In  1905  Peter  Buller  was  elected  as  one  of  the  ministers  to  the 
Alexanderwohl  Church.  Soon  after  this  the  ministry  probably  became  his 
life  work.  later  in  1920  when  the  Ooessel  Church  %ias  orgsaiised,  he  became 
its  first  elder.  He  seemed  to  be  successful  as  a minister  from  the 
beginning.  In  his  first  sermons  in  the  Ooessel  Church,  he  was  able  to 
preach  so  as  to  get  at  the  heart  of  things — to  drive  home  a point^ — and  to 
give  people  sermons  they  remember  to  this  day. 5 In  his  younger  days,  how- 
ever, he  preached  a more  studied  type  of  sermon,  ^ich  he  has  improved 
greatly  to  this  day.^  He  became  more  serious  about  life  as  he  grew  older; 
nevertheless,  his  mind  has  remained  yotmg  enou^  so  as  to  allow  him  to 
work  easily  with  young  people.  His  present  opportunity  to  work  with  his 
assistant,  Idwin  Stucky,  has  made  his  work  with  children  easier  than 
before.  5 


' Tor  the  period  of  a yeso*,  Mr.  Buller  was  unable  to  use  his  eyes 
Budi.  He  was  able  to  continue  his  sermons  in  spite  of  this  because  he 
has  a good  memory.  Re  could  remember  so  many  of  his  Bible  passages.^ 

Mr.  Buller  has  never  had  his  congregation  more  at  heart  then 
he  does  at  present.  His  children  are  all  grown  up,  leaving  him  with 
little  other  interest.  He  feels  very  close  to  his  congregation.  The 
congregation  cannot  realise  just  how  deep  his  interest  in  the  members  is. 
Possibly  the  reason  is  that  he  almost  never  meaks  of  himself,  and  con- 
sequently he  is  hard  to  get  acquainted  with. ' 

In  1919  became  postmaster  of  (k>essel.  Re  set  up  his  own  post 
office  In  what  had  been  a barber  shop.  Although  he  did  this  to  supplement 
his  salary  as  a teacher,  he  rendered  a definite  service  to  the  community. 
The  people  of  the  community  appreciated  a good  Christian  man  in  their  poet 
office.  He  has  rendered  about  twenty-seven  years  of  service  in  this  way.® 

Mr.  Buller  has  served  the  eommiinity  in  ways  for  which  he  has  re- 
ceived no  remuneration  besides  that  of  Ood's  blessing.  Possibly  his 
greatest  service  of  this  type  is  that  of  manager  of  the  Bethesda  Hospital 
and  Old  People's  Home.  Slnoe  I916,  he  has  spent  a large  amount  of  time 
In  this  work.  While  living  at  Ooessel  he  went  to  attend  to  matters  at  the 
hospital  once  a day.  How  that  he  lives  in  Newton  he  still  drives  to 
Ooessel  for  this  purpose  twice  a week. 9 


^Past,  0£.  pit. 
^Past,  0£.  cit. 
^Ibid. 


^Ibld.  ^Qulrlng,  o£.  cl t.  ^Unruh,  op.  cit. 
^Unruh,  op.  cl t.  ^Ibld.  *fast,  op.  cl t. 
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Part  of  Mr.  Buller'e  job  i«  to  obtain  (doctors,  but  perhaps  the  most 
alfficolt  task  has  been  to  keep  the  hospital  in  good  financial  condition. 

At  one  time  the  hospital  hafl  a debt  as  high  as  forty  thousand  dollars. 

This  vas  during  the  depression  when  people  wore  unable  to  contribute.  The 
loan  company  threatened  to  take  over  the  institutions  if  the  payments  were 
not  made.  Mr.  Buller  was  forced  to  cut  expenses  to  the  minimum  and  to  cut 
wages  tremendously.  Tinally  he  got  the  institution  into  such  financial 
shape  so  that  the  people  were  again  willing  to  donate.  In  this  way  he 
showed  his  ability  as  a business  man.  Today  the  loan  company  does  not 
like  to  see  him  come  in  because  they  are  afraid  that  he  will  make  another 
payment  anfl  they  want  to  keep  the  loan.^  However,  the  loan  was  liquidated. 

Other  positions  of  honor  ^ich  Peter  Buller  has  held  are  as 
follows:  A member  of  the  Board  of  Erectors  of  Bethel  College,  a member 
of  several  committees  of  the  Western  T)lstrict  Conference,  and  a member  of 
the  General  Conference. 

Peter  Buller  has  made  a contribution  to  his  community  by  roaring 
five  daughters  and  one  eon  so  that  they  might  be  a benefit  to  the  world. 
The  son  and  dau^ters  were  reared  with  a good  Mennonlto  background,  which 
as  his  oldest  daughter  says,  "She  would  not  trade  for  anyone's."  He  was 
firm  at  home  just  as  he  was  at  school.  His  commands  were  not  disobeyed, 
nor  were  they  given  twice.  The  younger  children  were  a little  spoiled  by 
the  older  ones,  and  they  thought  they  could  do  almost  anything.  Peter 
Buller  did  not  let  them  think  that  for  long  when  he  was  about.  When  they 
complained  about  the  food  at  the  table,  he  took  them  from  the  table. 

Nr.  Buller  did  not  bring  up  his  children  with  a narrow  outlook 
on  life.  He  himself  is  broadminded  and  does  not  put  so  much  emphasis 
on  the  trivial,  xinimportant  things.  Education  was  emphasised,  and 
sacrifice  was  made  to  give  at  least  a partial  college  education  to  each 
of  the  children. 3 Host  of  them  taught  at  one  time  or  another.  All  of 
them  are  good  examples  of  what  a good  background  can  moan. 

Last  summer,  Peter  Buller  reached  the  age  of  seventy.  The  con- 
gregation, to  show  its  gratitude,  celebrated  his  birthday.  Mr.  Buller 
did  not  feel  worthy  of  the  celebration.  When  thanking  the  people,  he  made 
•this  clear  by  saying  that  all  his  life  things  had  been  done  for  him; 
things  were  made  easy  for  him  at  home  because  he  was  the  only  boy  in  the 
family;  things  were  easy  for  him  after  he  got  married  because  his  %rife 
took  care  of  him.  He  does  not  feel  that  he  has  accomplished  anything 
through  his  own  strength. 

Mr.  Buller  continued  to  live  at  Ooessel  for  a number  of  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  but  presently  his  big  house  got  to  be  to 
much  of  a burden  for  him.  He  was  loath  to  sell  it  because  of  its  pleasant 
associations;  however  he  finally  did. 5 He  now  lives  in  Newton  from  where 


^Ibid.  ^nruh,  o£.  oU.  ^Ibid.  **Ibid.  ^Ibid. 
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he  Is  continuing  hie  work  at  Ooessel.  His  work  is  not  yet  complete.  His 
Ooessel  congregation  expects  to  retain  him  as  their  minister  indefinitely.^ 
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GRANDMOTHER  REGIER:  k KANSAS  PIONEER 


Preface 

In  my  account  of  Grandmother  Regier"s  life,  I have  traced  her 
faraily,  the  Unruhs,  hack  to  the  seventeenth  century.  Much  rese<irch  has 
gone  into  the  Pj^ter  Uarvih  Geneology,  which  is  •^he  history  of  the  Unrvh 
family.  This  hook  was  printed  in  1941,  The  geneology  has  helped  rr^e  to 
get  a clear  picture  of  why  Grandmother’s  family  moved  from  country  to 
country  and  why  they  came  to  Am.erica-  My  material  was  gathered  through 
Grandmother's  kindness  to  give  abundant*  interesting  first-hand  infor- 
mation, and  the  genealogy  has  helped  in  completing  the  picture  of  her 
colorful  life. 

She  is  now  ninety  years  old  living  in  Buhler,  Kansas,  with  her 
daughter,  Helen,  Mrs,  K,  D,  Esau, 


If  It: 


To  get  a full  picture  of  Grandmother  Regier's  life  we  must  go 
back  and  study  the  lives  of  her  father,  grandfather,  and.  other  ancestors. 
My  grandmother  v/as  Anna  Uuruh,  daughter  of  Peter  Unnih  and  Sara  Schroeder 
born  in  Ruscia,  January  15,  1855,  In  an  old  Prussian  church  record  is 
recorded  the  name  of  my  great-great  grandfather  as  Peter  Unrau,  He  and 
all  his  ancestors  v;rote  th«ir  name  Unrau,  Hi?  grandfather  v.»as  Hans  Unrau 
hern  in  1722,  No  exact  birthdate  can  be  found  for  the  two  preceding 
ancfTstors,  The  first  of  these  two  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in  1575, 

My  great-great  grandparents  lived  in  Europe  during  the  age  of 
rapid  chianges.  After  the  close  of  the  French  Revolution  and  the  Napol- 
®anic  \;ars,  many  social,  economic,  and  political  reforms  were  enacted, 

A strong  spirit  of  nationalism  spranv  up  everywhere.  In  Prupsia,  where 
they  lived,  universal  military  training  was  established  and  militaristic 
nation  under  the  leadership  of  Prussia,  Religious  freedom  once  granted 
the  Mennonites  by  Frederick  the  Great  had  largely  been  withdrawn.  Homes 
could  no  longer  be  purchased  in  Prussia,  Those  who  hiad  acquired  land 
from  the  Lutheran  State  Church  were  forced  to  pny  taxes  to  the  Church, 

It  was  required  that  the  children  of  mixed  marriages  were  to  be  brought 
up  in  the  faith  of  the  non-Mennonite  parent.  It  was  evident  that  the 
State  ar4  State  Church  were  determined  to  stop  further  growth  of  M*nno- 
aitism.  My  great-great  grandparents  were  not  willing  to  surr’-Mer  their 
religion  but  rather  emigrated  to  Russia  in  1821, 

On*  year  later  (1822)  ray  great  grandfather,  Peter,  was  born.  In 
Nicolaidorf,  a typical  Russian  village  of  about  twenty  houses  on  each 
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side  of  a wide  street » a school  house  on  one  side,  a church  on  the  other 
side  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  young  Peter  spent  his  hoyhood  years. 

He  and  his  older  sister,  Kathrlna,  were  permitted  to  play  with  the  other 
children  of  the  village,  and  at  home  they  enjoyed  a wholesome  spiritual 
influence.  Nine  months  out  of  the  year  were  spent  in  school.  Studies 
such  as  Bihle  stories,  catechism  instruction,  church  hymns,  geography, 
arithmetic,  reading,  and  writing  were  required.  The  Bible  lessons  were, 
of  course,  the  most  importauit. 

Some  of  great  Grandfather's  brothers,  who  were  younger,  had  to 
haul  war  materials  to  the  battlefields  during  the  Crimean  War  (between 
Russia  and  England  in  1854-1S65).  In  winter  this  work  was  very  difficult 
because  the  weather  was  so  severe.  At  times  the  roads  were  very  bad  so 
that  heavy  loads  would  get  stuck  In  deep  mud.  When  it  got  extremely  cold, 
the  window  panes  would  remain  frost-covered  all  day.  They  had  to  sleep 
in  a canvas- covered  wagon.  These  wagons  were  kept  Inside  a circle  to 
protect  against  thieves  who  wotild  often  try  to  steal  some  of  their  food 
provisions,  ^ 

These  boys  were  told  to  smoke  and  drink  to  ward  off  diseases. 

This  did  very  little  good  but  rather  cau«'ed  them  to  form  disagreeable 
habits.  The  use  of  profane  language  was  also  acquired  from  their  rough 
companions. 

When  they  returned  home  they  felt  out  of  place  with  the  other 
boys  of  the  village.  Soon  they  agreed  to  breax  their  undesirable  habits 
formed  in  vur.  They  said  war  did  not  tend  to  improve  mankind.  Un- 
doubtedly these  experiences  influenced  my  great  grandparents  and  other 
families  to  go  to  America. 

For  the  sake  of  their  children,  my  great  grouidpa'*'  it  , his  brother 
and  sisters  planned  to  leave  Russia.  They  did  not  vaj.t  li.eir  sons  to 
be  required  to  go  to  war.  In  with  this  group  was  my  grandmother,  a 
young  pretty  maiden  of  nineteen. 

. 

One  day  I approached  my  ninety-year  old  grandmother  with  the 
question,  "Tell  me  all  about  your  trip  to  America. "2  I said  this  In  a 
rather  blunt  manner  using  the  best  German  that  I could  put  forth.  I 
could  see  in  her  blue  sparkling  eyes  that  she  was  willing  to  engage  in 
an  Interesting  conversation.  She  asked  me  to  sit  down  on  the  divan,  and 
she  pulled  up  her  rocking  chair  and  got  situated  comfortably.  She  begem 


^Peter  Unruh  Qeneology . printed  in  1940.  There  are  numerous  copies 
of  the  geneology  owned  by  members  of  the  Unruh  family.  Our  family  pos- 
sesses one  tf  these  books. 

2Two  personal  interviews  with  Mrs.  John  K.  Regler  were  held  in 
which  she  told  of  her  life  as  she  has  seen  it.  One  Interview  vas  had 
on  February  P4,  1944,  and  another  on  December  27,  1944, 
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with  her  home,  Russia 

”We  lived  in  South  Russia  in  a village  with  twenty-two 
feLmilies  similiar  to  ours,”  she  said*ji  and  then  continued.  ”At 
first  we  were  quite  poor,  hut  the  fertile  and  productive  land 
brought  profits  \intil  we  were  considered  rich  people.  Our  farm 
included  one  himdred  acres,  and  everything  was  peaceful  and 
contented. " 

Then  she  referred  to  the  time  when  years  were  prosperous  and  the 
govenxment  was  good  but  that  they  were  not  destined  to  be  that  way  for- 
ever because  Catherine  II' s promise  of  one  hundred  years  of  freedom 
expired  in  1874  and  was  not  renewed.  A panic  struck  among  the  Mennonites 
and  many  conferences  were  called  to  decide  whether  they  should  emigrate 
instead  of  engaging  in  military  service.  The  government  wanted  them 
to  stay  since  they  were  good  farmers,  but  the  issue  remained  since  the 
question  of  military  service  was  not  settled.  Alexander  II  gave  them 
ten  years  in  which  to  emigrate.  Two  men  were  chosen.  Her*  Buller  and 
Herr  Sudermann,  to  inspect  the  land  in  America.  Thei^hose,  Kaasas, 
Nebraska,  and  the  Dakotas. 

She  again  started  on  her  life  in  Russia  before  coming  to  America. 

"In  school  we  were  required  to  take  Bible  history,  writing, 
composition,  spelling,  arithmetic,  and  geography.  After  elementary 
school  I had  two  years  of  the  Russian  language.  In  school  the 
girls  did  not  play  ball,  and  we  could  never  play  games  with  the 
boys.  The  teacher  was  very  strict;  he  did  not  seem  to  be  our 
friend.  He  was  always  there  to  check-up  if  we  were  talking  to 
a boy.  But  sometimes  he  would  take  the  entire  school  for  walks 
to  enjoy  nature  and  to  study  flowers,"  she  stated  with  a thought- 
ful expression.  Any  traveling  the  people  did,  was  made  with 
wagons  and  horses.  "We  had  several  beautiful  horses,  and  we  went 
to  church  every  Sunday  morning  this  way,"  proudly  commented  Grand- 
mother. 

Much  talk  had  been  going  on  In  the  years  preceding  the  migration 
about  coming  to  America,  but  in  1874,  the  great  Journey  actually  took 
place. 


"I  was  nineteen  years  old,”  said  Grandmother  reminiscently, 
"when  we  came  across.  It  was  not  easy  for  us  to  leave  our  nice 
homes  and  go  to  a country  of  which  we  know  very  little.  We  san* 
many  parting  songs  before  we  loft." 

Here  she  recited  a poem  in  Germ/ui  about  their  home  and  the  sorrow 
of  leaving.  They  haul  accumulated  cons nlerable  wealth  and  were  mile  to  take 
money  suid  a number  of  their  possessions.  Rverything  was  sold,  which  could 
not  be  taken;  the  prices  for  these  things  wore  low. 

Soon  they  began  their  ocean  voyage  boarding  the  German  ship  Zlmbrja 
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in  the  hands  of  Captain  Brant  on  July  30,  (Julian  calendar) » The  whole 
Alexanderwohl  village  except  two  families  Joined  tkis  first  emigration 
group.  There  were  also  others  from  surrounding  villages.  The  group  of 
migrators  Journeyed  through  Poland,  Germany,  and  France,  Many  interesting 
incidents  happened  on  the  trip,  A baby  was  born  at  Hamburg,  Germany, 

She  was  a daughter,  Anna,  of  Jacob  Unruh,  now  Mrs,  P,  U,  Schmidt  living 
in  Goessel,  Kansas,  There  was  some  confusion  whether  she  was  an  American 
or  German  citizen.  During  the  stop  in  Hamburg  they  received  a friendly 
reception  and  were  served  zwieback  and  coffee.  Here  they  also  attended 
the  Catholic  Church  and  found  the  sermon  very  stirring.  That  Sunday 
afternoon  they  went  to  a large  zoo.  Then  in  the  evening  they  attended 
their  last  worship  service  in  Europe.  One  time  the  ship  was  caught  in  a 
•torm  but  the  weather  was  mostly  favorable.  Everyone  came  safely  to  America, 
although  each  one  had  suffered  seasickness  except  great  grandfather,  Peter. 
During  the  trip  they  ate  herring  fish,  soup,  and  cured  haras. 

On  August  13,  they  saw  land.  At  twelve  o'clock  noon  August  15, 
they  landed  in  New  York  harbor.  About  the  arrival,  grandmother  relates, 

"We  came  to  Castle  Gardens,  an  island  near  New  York.  All  of 
my  family  left  me  while  I was  to  watch  the  baggage.  The  other 
members  had  found  the  gate  locked  and  found  that  they  could  not 
come  for  me,  and  there  I waited — all  alone  in  a new  and  strange 
country.  After  some  time  a black  man  motioned  me  to  follow  him, 

I was  horrified  at  the  sight  for  I had  never  before  seen  a negro, 
but  he  seemed  friendly.  I followed  him  and  found  my  parents  and 
friends  waiting," 

In  Castle  Gardens,  an  emigration  home,  their  names  were  recorded 
according  to  families.  They  also  ewchnnged  their  money  for  American  money. 
They  received  only  seventy-nine  cents  for  each  German  dollar.  A man  dis- 
tributed copies  of  New  Testaiments  among  the  immigrants.  The  next  day  they 
went  sightseeing  In  New  York  City,  The  first  American  meal  was  fried  fish 
and  potatoAe.  The  meal  cost  thirty  cents. 

Prom  New  York  they  traveled  west  to  Chicago.  Here  the  group  broke 
up.  Some  of  them  left  and  settled  In  Dakota.  The  others  went  to  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  But  most  of  them  went  to  Topeka  where  they  lived  in  a vacant 
factory  building.  Prom  Topeka  the  new  colony  sent  out  a group  of  men  to 
explore  the  country.  My  grandfather  was  one  of  the  men. 

When  they  came  to  where  they  were  to  live.  Grandmother  made  this 
remark  about  the  high  grass,  "It  was  so  high  that  a cow  could  not  be  seen." 
This  region  was  entirely  prairie,  and  hardly  a tree  could  be  found.  In 
autumn  when  the  grass  was  dry  great  prairie  fires  sometimes  occurred. 

Life  was  difficult,  and  the  first  winter  in  America  was  filled  with 
hardships  and  dlff icultier.  It  was  at  this  time  that  they  were  sorry  they 
had  come  to  America.  But  with  the  years,  the  business  of  tilling  the 
rich  productive  eeil  which  was  slmlliar  to  Russia's  made  for  prosperous 
farmers  and  gradually  they  forgot  about  their  homeland. 
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Grandmother’s  parents  and  most  of  the  Unruh  family. aet tied  east 
of  Houndridge  near  the  Alexanderwohl  Church.  Life-long  friendships  were 
made  at  Sunday  church  mettings,  funerals,  and  weddings.  This  was  the  only 
type  of  entertainment  available  to  these  pioneers* 

When  I asked  Grandmother  about  her  courtship  with  Grandfather,  she 
related  this  incident. 

"It  was  a lovely  summer  evening  and  I was  home  alone  when 

a young  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  rode  his  horse  up  the  drive. 

The  horse  was  Just  as  straight  and  handsome  as  the  rider." 

It  was  her  courter,  John  K.  Hegier,  who  lived  a few  miles  east  of 
Buhler.  He  had  come  to  see  her  several  other  times,  but  this  time  he  asked 
her  to  be  hl.s  wife;  however,  she  did  not  accepts  There  seemed  to  be  another 
man  who  had  also  proposed  to  her.  Time  had- and  she  heard  John  was 
ill.  After  thinking  it  over  she  became  sorry  about  her  decision,  and  she 
wrote  him  a letter  and  young  John  recovered  immediately.  Again  he  rode 
hts  stately  horse  some  forty  miles  to  see  Anna  and  plans  of  marriage  were 
on  their  way. 

"February  20,  1880,  was  our  wedding’ day, " she  recalled  with  a charm- 
ing smile,  almost  jrottthfttl,  ^ Their  married  life  was  filled  with  all  the 
things  that  aakepup  an  average  married  life,  . There  were^<teppy  times  when 
crops  were  prosperod#  amd  bibiee  born.  There  were  bad  daye  whaa  death  took 
some  of  their  children.  Death  parted  them  after  fifty  years  of  devoted 
married  life  together.  In  1929  they  celebrated  their  Golden  Anniversary 
and  shortly  afterwards  Grandfather  was  laid  to  rest. 

When  Grandmother  was  in  her  thirties  and  forties,  she  was  sickly  and 
always  had  fears  of  dying.  She  wemted  to  live  so  that  she  might  rear  all 
of  her  family.  When  Dan  was  born,  (my  father)  Grandmother  prayed  that 
God  grant  her  life  until  Dan  was  twelve,  God  granted  her  those  twelve  years 
plus  some  forty  more.  Since  then  till  now  she  has  been  well  and  is  now 
healthier  than  ever. 

Her  activities  amuse  many  people  in  Buhler.  Last  spring  (1944) 
she  planted  a garden.  She  cared  for  it  faithfully.  When  the  spring 
rains  came  and  her  garden  became  flooded,  she  was  out  digging  a small 
ditch  to  drain  the  excess  water.  During  the  summer  she  hoed  the  weeds 
and  Irrigated  when  necessary.  She  produced  some  large  specimens  of  egg 
plants  and  tomatoes  plus  a variety  of  btiwtilful  flowers.  Two  years  ago 
she  crocheted  a bedspread  and  in  previous  years  she  has  made  quilts  for 
all  her  daughters,  daughters- in- law  and  many  of  her  granddaughters.  My 
sister  and  I were  each  presented  with  one  of  these  quilts  which  are  amon^ 
our  most  cherished  possessions.  Another  amusing  thing  is  how  she  is 
interested  in  current  events.  She  reads  politiOa,  war  news,  and  all 
world  happenings.  Everyday  she  spends  a considerable  amount  of  time 
reading  and  studying  her  Bible.  Several  years  ago  she  taught  Sunday  School 
class  each  Sunday;  now  she  teaches  every  third  Sunday.  This  has  been  said 
about  her,  "When  an  elderly  lady  ascends  the  church  steps  as  swift  as  a 
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reindeer,  It'e  the  elderly  Mre.  Regier.  ” 

Much  credit  for  her  long  life  can  he  given  to  her  daily  habit e. 
She  ie  very  temperate'lr  ei>.tlng;  she  has  long  nights  to  sleep,  and  takes 
a nap  each  day. 


She  likes  to  visit  old  people  in  Buhler,  but  so  many  are  gone. 

She  ie  the  oldest  person  in  Buhler  and  many  of  her  associates  are  twenty 
years  younger  than  she.  Grandmother  enj^oys  the  visits  of  her  seven 
children,  seven  children-in-law,  twenty-one  grandchildren,  she  has 

had  the  privilege  df  seeing  n*ne  of  her  great  grandchildren  brought  into 
this  world. 

On  Sunday,  January  14.  1945.  one  hundred  seventy  relatives  and 
friends  gathered  at  the  Buhler  South  Church  to  celebrate  Grar^other  s 
ninetieth  birthday.  This  was  a complete  surprise  to  her.  She  was  over- 
come with  joy  when  a program  with  hymns,  readings,  and  remarks, 
which  were  in  German  was  given  in  her  honor.  After  the  program  a - 
ditlonal  "faspa"  was  served  to  the  guests.  Worthy  to  mention  ^ ® 
sweihack  jelly,  cheese,  and  coffee  which  have  been  served  so  many  times 
In  Mennonite  homes  or  at  church  gatherings,  especially  on  Sun  ay  a er- 
noons. 

The  etudy  of  Orandmother  • s life  has  given  me  more  appreciation  of 
onr  forefathers  who  have  fought  so  gallantly  to  preserve  a w of  life 
that- they  upheld.  Grandmother's  ninety  years  of  righteous  ® 

father  pr«f  that.we..the  descendants,  should  contiaueesacrlf icing  for 
that  cause  and  not  lose  our  Identitye 
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APPENDIX 


A second  reunion  of  the  Unruhs  was  held  August  6»  1939,  at  Newton, 

Kansas. 

The  Unruh  family  is  of  German  descent.  There  are  still  many 
Unruhs  living  in  and  near  Berlin,  Germany.  During  World  War  I there  was 
one  Unruh  holding  the  rank  of  a general  in  the  German  army.  There  was 
also  a general  "Von  Unruh"  living  near  Charlottenhurg, Germany.  This 
man  hat,  a family  record  which  traces  all  Unruhs  from  a tiilitary-mlnded 
people.'  This  record  mentions  one  member  of  the  family  who  Joined  a 
certain  religious  sect  which  did  not  believe  in  war.  This  was  the  Menno-  , 
nlte  sect.  Von  Unruh' s picture  hangs  draped  on  the  wall  of  his  ancestral 
hall*  Most  likely  we  kre  the  descendants  of  this  Unruh, 

There  is  a very  interesting  note  found  in  our  old  church  records, 
namely  that  one  Unruh  married  a Jewess.  Possibly  there  is  a bit  of  Jewish 
blood  us. 

The  members  of  the  Unruh  family  are  scattered  all  over,  some  where^ 
the  once  known  Malotschna  colony  once  was;  some  in  Siberia;  some  in  Canada; 
but  the  largest  number  in  Kansas.  One  family  of  Unruhs  moved  to  Poland, 
but  all  contact  with  them  has  been  lost. 

The  Unruhs  originally  were  Lutherans.  When  they  became  Mennonites, 
they  changed  their  faith  in  respect  to  ^laking  oath,  infant  baptism,  and 
their  attitudes  toward  war, 

Peter  Unruh  was  living  near  Marlenburg  in  Russia  in  1812.  In  this 
year  Napoleon  invaded  Russia  and  the  fighting  was  so  close  to  Mertenburg 
that  they  experienced  the  trembling  of  the  earth.  When  Napolebn  returned 
with  his  shattered  army,  he  begged  for  food.  The  Mennonites  gave  him 
food  contrary  to  government  orders. 

The  name  "Unruh"  means  "restless'*.  Just  how  the  name  originated 
is  not  known,  but  it  must  have  been  on  account  of  their  nervous  disposition. 

The  farm  my  parents  live  on  was  the  John  K.  Regier  farm,  six 
miles  east  of  Buhler.  The  frame  of  the  house  is  very  much  the  same,  but 
remodeling  has  completely  changed  the  interior* 
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MRS,  KHimiCH  B,  SCJIKIDT 


puroosR  in  writing  aliotit  th#»  *»v»nts  of  Agatha  Loh<>n  Schmidt's 
^arly  lif**  was  to  acquaint  mys«lf  with  har  character  and  uarsonality  to 
a fuller  axtant, 

I am  grataful  to  har  for  all  tha  information  sha  gava  ma  concam- 
ing  har  lifa  in  Russia  and  tha  migration  to  Amarica.  In  spite  of  her  al- 
most complete  deafness,  we  ware  ahla  to  understand  each  other  well  enough 
to  carry  oP  a conversation.  I am  also  indebted  to  the  other  people  whom 
I intarveiwed  personally.  They  all  showed  the  best  spirit  of  cooperation. 

I have  found  it  very  worthwhile  to  write  about  such  an  aged  lady. 
In  a small  way  I have  been  able  to  acquaint  myself  with  some  of  the  joys 
and  sorrows  of  her  early  life. 


Life  ia  Russia 

The  dear  lady  whose  early  life  story  will  be  told  in  the  follow- 
ing ■oeges  is  now  bent,  wrinkled,  and  gray.  Ninety  long  years  of  living 
have  left  many  marks  add  impressions  upon  her  character. 

On  October  1,  1854,  Mrs,  Henrich  D.  Schmidt  was  bom  into  the 
home  of  a well-to-dS  village  farmer  in  FuArstennwerder,  South  Russia. 

Her  father,  David  Lohen,  as  a young  man,  had  migrated  from  his  native 
land  Prussia,  to  Russia,  and  then  to  Oerraany  with  a hand  vragon.  He  was 
married  four  times  for  he  had  th*  misfortune  of  losing  three  wives 
through  death.  With  his  first  wife  he  had  on*  child;  with  the  second 
four  children;  and  with  th*  third  wife  he  lived  for  only  a few  mohths. 
When  he  %ras  middle  aged,  he  traveled  to  Pnissia,  Germany,  to  study  medi- 
cine. After  he  rec-ived  his  doctor's  degree,  he  went  back  to  Russia 
and  got  married,  for  the  fourth  time,  to  Marie  Schmidt.^  They  were  the 
parents  of  t*n  children.  Agatha  was  one  of  the  younger  children;  she 
was  but  a child  when  h»r  father  died  In  1865  in  Russia,  leaving  her 
mother  to  provide  and  care  for  the  children.^ 

The  family's  home  was  in  th*  village  called  Fu^rstennwerder . 

It  was  inhabited  by  thirty-two  farmers.  The  homesteads  were  arranged 
on  wither  side  of  a long  wide  str**t  along  which  travelers  came  and 


^Int-rvlew,  Mrs.  Henrich  U.  Schmidt;  December  30,  1944. 
^oc.  cit. 
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w«nt  dally.  Daring  the  hot  eommer  days  many  dark-skinned  Russians  trav- 
elled this  road  on  foot.  Often  they  carried  with  them  a piece  of  raw,  dry 
meat,  and  a large  onion  with  green  foliage.  As  they  ate  their  so-called  de- 
lightful fare,  the  unpleasant  smell  of  the  green  onion  would  keep  everyone 
away. 

On  New  Year’s  day  the  Russians  came  into  the  neople's  houses  in  the 
early  momiag  &id  recited  a New  Year’s  verse.  As  they  shouted  the  last 
line  they  threw  a handful  of  “barley  into  the  faces  of  the  early  morning 
sleeper.  This  is  the  little  verse! 

"Ich  wensh,  Ich  wensh 
Die  tom  neach  jochr 
Nie  hount  full  choscht 
'5na  houa.**^ 


Since  there  was  not  room  for  green  pastures  in  the  village,  a 
herdsboy  was  hired  to  take  the  cattle  out  to  the  green  meadows  among  the 
hills  every  day.  This  boy  was  to  live  with  the  family  who  owned  tpe  most 
cattle.  When  Agatha  was  a young  girl,  a homel*»gs  little  boy  by  the  name  of 
Henri ch  P.  ^^chnldt-was  a herdsboy.  Her  mother  had  the  most  cattle,  so  he 
made  his  home  with  them.^  He  well  remembers  the  kindnesses  that  v'ere  be- 
stowed UT>on  him,  eanecially  by  Agatha.  If  his  clothes  needed  mending,  she 
would  neatly  natch  them  with  her  quick  nimbi®  fingers.  To  Henry  it  seemed 
that  she  was  like  a right  hand  to  her  aged  mother.  She  would  often  quiet 
down  one  of  her  younger  sisters  who  had  a quick  temper. 

Henry  learned  to  know  Agatha  as  a healthy,  hardworking,  young  girl 
with  fine  features,  long  black  hair,  vrith  a height  of  five  and  one-half 
feet.  He  says  she  seemed  almost  like  a mother  to  him. 

During  the  long  winter  evenings  she  often  sewed,  or  the  children 
gathered  around  th«ir  mother  to  sing  religious  songs.  Her  brother,  Henry, 
who  is  still  living,  played  the  accompanyraent  on  his  flute. 

The  church  which  the  villagers  attended  was  located  in  Morgenoch, 
the  next  village,  which  was  thirteen  mll-s  west  of  Agatha's  home.  It  was 
a large  building  made  of  red  bricks.  The  road  leading  to  the  church  was 
the  pride  of  ell  the  citlsens.  On  either  side  grew  tall  trees,  and  bushes 
of  big  red  roses,  as  well  as  other  varieties  of  flowers.^  Although  there 


^"I  wish  I wish 

You  for  the  New  Year 
A handful  of  barley 
In  .your  heir." 

^Interview,  Mr.  Henry  Schmidt:  January  2,  1945. 

^Interview,  Mr.  Ooerge  Lohen:  December  11,  1944. 
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was  no  Sunday  School  for  th*»  chitdran,  th^  wholw  family  w«nt  to  church 
«v«ry  Sunday.  Th«  old«r  T)Pot»le  sat  in  front  whila  tha  childran  occupiad 
tha  back  banchas  in  church.  Thera  they  ware  axpectad  to  be  just  ns  well- 
behaved  as  if  they  would  have  sat  with  their  parents. 

The  nearest  city  from  which  they  got  their  supplies  was  Tokmach, 
which  was  a distance  of  twenty  miles. 1 When  their  father  went  to  this 
town  he  was  usually  away  from  home  two  days.  Upon  his  return  he  usually 
remembered  the  children  with  sugar  cookies  or  sugar  lumps,  which  pleased 
them  greatly. 

Svery  year  a fair  or  circus  came  to  this  town.  This  was  one  of 
the  important  events  of  the  year,  so  everyone  was  sure  to  attend.  Agatha 
enjoyed  the  clowns,  strange  animals,  and  circus  actors  very  much.  The 
bright  flashy  colors  of  the  wagons  and  clown's  clothing  added  gayety  and 
excitement  to  the  occasion. 

The  school  house  was  located  in  the  center  of  the  village.  Agatha 
was  privileged  to  attend  school  only  four  years, 2 )jut  she  studied  hard  and 
made  the  best  of  her  school  opportunities.  She  mastered  the  High  Geimian 
language  and  some  of  the  Russian.  She  learned  to  know  her  arithmetic  by 
heart  and  could  recite  the  multiplication  tables  backwards  as  well  as  for- 
wards. She  memorized  many  long  Bible  verses  and  hymns.  Learning  to  read 
was  fairly  easy  for  her,  and  she  got  along  well  with  the  other  students. 
All  four  years  Ben  Buhler^  was  her  school  teacher. 

Agatha  was  of  a rather  quiet  nature,  but  she  readily  made  friends 
with  strangers.  She  was  always  willing  to  work,  but  during  her  spare  time 
the  loved  to  play  sliiple  games  with  the  neighborhood  children.  Her  favor- 
ite gamecwas  "Koolach  rote,"  which  was  rolling  a hoop  along  the  road  with 
a stick.  The  children  also  enjoyed  jumping  fences. 

When  she  wa«  about  eight  years  old,  she  and  one  of  her  younger 
brothers,  who  liked  to  play. pranks  at  times,  went  to  their  parent's  water- 
melon patch  and  plugged  each  melon  to  see  if  it  were  ripe.  Then  they 
turned  the  plugged  side  down  to  have  it  escape  notice.  To  their  disap- 
pointment the  melons  were  all  green.  This  caused  the  stern  father  to  use 
his  rod,  but  Agatha  tearfully  begged  to  be  pardoned,  promising  never  to  do 
it  again.  This  act  saved  her  from  being  spanked.^ 


^Ibid. 

^Interview,  Mrs.  Henrich  B.  Schmidt;  December  30,  1944. 

^He  later  came  to  America,  end  established  the  Hebron  Church 
east  of  Buhler,  Kansas. 

^Interview,  Mrs.  Henrich  B.  Schmidt;  December  30,  1941. 
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Br.  Loh«n  was  known  by  nfto-olfl  from  far  and  n«ar,  n*»vfl»r  had  much 
time  for  th*^  childr*»n,  for  hf^  was  k«pt  busy  with  his  patiante  all  day;  but 
whenavar  tha  childran  quarralad  ha  was  quick  to  rastora  ordar.  As  a maans 
of  punishmant,  aach  child  who  had  baan  disobadient  had  to  sit  at  tha  bad- 
side  of  a patiant  in  tha  sick  room.  Of  coursa  tha  childran  did  not  enjoy 
this. 

During  tha  maals  tha  children  sat  on  benches  behind  tha  table. 

The  father  always  had  the  rod  at  his  side;  so  whenever  the  children  laugh- 
ed or  talked  to  much,  he  used  the  rod  to  restore  order  by  hanging  it  on 
the  edge  of  the  table. 

Tor  Christmas  the  children  received  only  necessities  of  life,  such 
as  clothing  and  small  pieces  of  glassware.  When  they  became  of  age,  they 
received  furniture  or  money.  The  small  children  received  cookies,  sugar 
lumps,  and  nuts. 

During  this  season  of  the  year,  there  was  always  deep  snow  on  the 
ground.  Then  people  traveled  with  sleds  which  were  drawn  by  carefully 
brushed  and  groomed  horses. 

The  house  in  which  Agatha  grew  up  was  made  of  large,  burnt,  red 
bricks.  The  roof  was  covered  with  flat  steel  plates,  which  were  fastened 
onto  the  roof  with  iron  hooks.  These  plates  were  scrubbed  twice  a year 
to  keep  them  clean  and  shining.  The  house  had  eight  rooms.  All  of  the 
walls  were  white  washed.  The  hard  wood  floors  were  scrubbed  with  soap  and 
water  every  Saturday.  Then  white  sand  was  sprinkled  over  them  to  make 
them  look  extra  nice.^ 

The  house  and  bam  were  built  close  together.  The  two  buildings 
were  connected  by  a small  hall  with  a set  of  double  doors  between  the 
living  room  and  the  stables.  Next  to  the  l„ving  room  was  a large  room 
called  the  “grotech  stoove".  Only  the  parents  and  elderly  guests  were 
allowed  to  enter  this  room,  for  it  was  considered  holy. 

In  the  kitchen  th*  stove  was  built  into  the  wall.  It  was  made  of 
bricks  and  heated  with  straw.  On  top  of  the  stove  were  steel  rings  which 
could  be  taken  off.  Large  kettles  in  which  the  food  was  cooked  were  set 
into  the  holes.  Soup  was  one  of  their  main  dishes.  Often  they  ate  cold 
potatoes,  meat,  and  bread  both  for  dinner  and  supper. 

As  Agatha  grew  older,  sh«  learned  to  knit,  spin,  and  weave.  Since 
the  sowing  and  harvesting  of  grain  was  done  mostly  by  hand;  she  often 
worked  out-of-doors  in  the  fields.  During  the  harvesting  and  threshing 
season  her  job  usually  was  tying  wheat  bundles.  She  also  helped  stack 
wheat  straw  in  the  barn  loft,  where  it  was  stored  for  winter  us«.*  After 
the  wheat  had  be«n  threshed  out  of  th«  hull  on  the  stone  threshing  floor. 


^Ibid. 
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it  vas  carried  into  the  attic  of  the  house  in  hushel  baskets. 

After  Agatha  became  of  age  she  was  often  concerned  about  the  well- 
being of  her  soul.  She  became  one  of  the  heavenly  Father's  children  about 
a year  before  they  left  Russia.  At  that  time  she  was  baptised  and  became 
a member  of  the  Mennonite  Church.^ 


~ Migrating  to  America 

In  ISfO,  a law  was  passed  that  all  men  between  the  ages  of  twenty- 
one  and  forty-five  were  to  prepare  for  military  service.  Because  this  was 
against  the  religious  beliefs  and  convictions  of  the  Mennonitcs  in  South 
Russia,  many  of  them  migrated  to  America.  Agatha's  mother  sold  their 
prosperous  farm  lands  for  half  as  much  as  they  were  worth,  packed,  the  rest 
of  their  belongings  into  chests,  and  started  on  a long  hard  voyage  to  an 
unknown  land.  They  migrated  to  America  in  1876".^  Although  this  was  the 
second  group  that  migrated,  it  was  larger  than  the  first. 

After  traveling  by  train  from  their  abandoned  home,  the  family 
arrived  at  the  sea  shore  town  from  where  they  set  sail.  So  at  Antwerbent, 
Russia,  they  boarded  the  ship,  Vaterlant , which  took  them  across  the 
Atlantic.  They  sailed  on  its  quiet  blue  waters  for  twenty-eight  long 
days.  Because  the  people  were  not  used  to  the  gentle  rocking  of  the  ship, 
many  of  them  became  seasick  after  they  had  been  on  board  for  three  days. 
There  were  ho  severe  storms,  but  the  low  overhanging  clouds  made  the  days 
misty  and  the  air  moist.  The  only  furniture  in  their -bunk  was  a double 
deck  bed,  a table,  and  some  boxes  for  chairs. 3 These  things. were  made  of 
rough  boards.  Agatha  slept  in  the  tqjper  berth.  She  was  afraid  tlikt  if  a 
storm  would  come  and  rock  the  ship  she  would  roll  out. 

On  the  ship  they  got  fairly  good  food  to  eat.  The  main  diet  con- 
sisted of  potatoes,  meat,  dry  biscuits,  and  butter.  They  had  been  told 
that  food  would  be  scarce  so  they  toasted  whole  loaves  of  bread  and  took 
them  along.  Often  they  got  soup  made  with  little  potatoes  with  the  jackets 
on.  Agatha  did  not  like  that,  so  one  day  she  went  down  to  the  kitchen  and 
offered  to  peel  the  potatbes  during  her  leisure  time.  The  white  English 
cook  allowed  her  to  do  that.  Henceforth,  the  potatoes  in  their  soup  had 
been  peeled. 

In  the  forenoon  the  Christians,  as  well  as  some  others,  attended 
church  services.  On  Suuaday  these  services  lasted  all  day.  In  the  after- 
noon the  young  people  sat  on  deck.  Once  the  waves  splashed  high  above  the 
ship  and  the  water  came  down  on  their  heads.  One  day  the  captain  saw  a 
speck  in  the  distance  %diich,  he  said,  was  the  new  land.  Then  everyone  be- 
came more  cheerf\il,  for  soon  the  long  voyage  would  be  over. 

They  landed  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.^  This  was  the  largest 
city  they  had  seen  for  a long  time.  From  here  they  boarded  the  Santa 
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train,  on  which  th«y  travolad  to  N®wton,  Kansas,  Th«y  rod®  on  on®  of  th® 
cl®an®st  and  most  modomlzad  trains.  During  th®  day  thoy  sat  on  douhla 
saets.  In  tha  avaning  tha  portars  brought  in  soma  pillows  with  claah 
>jhita  casas  ovar  tham  and  put  tham  behind  thair  backs.  At  night  they 
sT.ept  in  a sitting  position. 

Noiia  of  tha  people  from  Hussia  could  talk  English,  sfe’lihay  thought 
English  speaking  people  they  met  on  the  trip  just  babbled  away  at  a 
very  fast  rate.  The  food  they  were  served  was  good.  They  got  some  vege- 
table -wishes  with  which  they  were  not  familiar. 

Thus,  after  traveling  for  seven  days,  they  arrived  at  the  town  of 
Fewton,  which  consisted  of  one  grocery  store,  a hardware  store,  a flour 
mill,  and  the  Santa  Ee  Depot.  The  homes  of  the  businessmen  were  a few 
little  houses  scattered  here  and  there. 

After  they  got  off  the  train  they  were  taken  into  a large  shed 
where  they  could  buy  something  to  eat  and  refresh  themselves.  The 
Americans  received  them  with  a friendly  welcome,  Agatha's  older  brother, 
who  had  migrated  the  year  before,  came  to  the  depot  to  take  them  to  his 
home.  The  chests  with  their  belongings,  which  had  been  sent  on  a freight 
train,  arrived  a few  days  later. 


Life  in  America 

Agatha,  her  mother,  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  established  their 
home  twenty  miles  north  of  what  is  now  Bethel  College.  The  land  was  a 
vast,  level,  prairie  covered  with  sixteen-inch  grass.  There  were  no  trees 
or  buildings  of  any  kind  in  sight.  Nearby  was  a small  creek.  Sopatlmes 
brown  bears  came  from  there,  but  at  the  sight  of  human  beings  they  hur- 
ried back  to  their  dens.  The  land  was  thickly  poptilated  with  gray,  long 
legged.  Jack  rabbits. 

The  first  house  they  built  was  made  with  bricks  of  newly  broken 
sod.  A hand  plow  was  used  to  break  the  hard  sod.  It  was  chopped  into 
two-feet  pieces  which  were  piled  one  on  top  of  the  other  to  make  the  walls. 
The  cracks  were  smeared  with  mud.  to  make  them  air  tight.  Since  Agatha  was 
the  strongest,  she  piled  the  pieces  up.  The  roof  was  made  by  placing 
planks  over  the  walls  and  covering  them  with  bunches  of  long  dry  bulrushes. 
A handful  of  these  were  tied  together  with  long  blades  of  grass  to  keep 
them  in  place. ^ 

As  soon  as  more  people  arrived,  a small  community  was  organized. 
Then  they  ordered  a herd  of  horses  from  Topeka.  Each  farmer  bought  two  or 
more  with  which  to  do  his  farm  work. 
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The  sod  houses  were  not  suDstantial,  so  when  they  received  word 
that  they  could  buy  good  lumber,  they  bought  some  and  built  wooden  houses. 
Agathi's  mother's  house  wab  finished  in  December  of  the  following  year. 
They  felt  very  fortunate  to  be  able  to  move  in  for  Christmas. 


The  first  crop  they  planted  was  fall  corn.  They  made  a hole  in 
the  ground  with  a stick,  dropped  in  a few  kernels,  covered  the  hole  with 
dirt,  stamped  it  down  with  one  foot,  and  the  corn  was  planted. 

At  that  ti^  women  lived  to  work,  get  marrired,  and  rear  a-^amily. 
So,  naturally,  that  was  also  Agatha's  ambition.  After  she  had  worked  on 
her  mother's  farm  for  three  years,  she  was-prepared  to  establish  a home  of 
her  own.  One  Sunday  afternoon  a thoughtful  elderly  man  rode  up  to  the 
door  of  her  home.  After  talking  with  her  mother  for  some  time,  he  rode 
away.  He  had  asked  the  mother's  permission  for  his  son  to  get  married  to 
Agatha.  Since  the  request  was  granted,  the  yoting  man  paid  Agatha  a few 
visits  on  Sunday  afternoons.  During  this  time  he  asked  her  what  some  of 
her  beliefs  were  and  how  she  felt  about  their  getting  married.  They  found 
that  they  were  pleased  with  each  other,  so  plans  were  made  for  their  wed- 
ding. 


On  the  Sun<1ay  of  this  event,  the  groom,  Henrich  E.  Schmiflt,  ror?e 
to  the  brifle's  home  on  a stately,  well-grooraefl  pony.  The  wed'^ing  took 
place  at  her  home  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Both  families  ate 
dinner  together  at  her  home.  All  of  their  friends  and  relatives  were  wel- 
come to  attend.  The  Reverend  Jacob  Bviller  officiated  and  after  the  vows 
were  exchanged.  Reverend  Buller  preached  a lengthy,  appropriate  sermon.^ 

For  lunch  all  the  guests  were  served  coffee,  zweiback,  cheese,  and  sugar 
lumps.  For  the  occasion  the  groom  wore  a black  suit  and  the  bride  a plain, 
black,  ankle-length  dress  with  a white  collar.  As  an  engagement  present, 
the  groom  gave  the  bride  a black  head  scarf,  and  she  gave  him  a black 
scarf  to  match  his  winter  coat.  The  bride  received  no  wedding  presents 
except  a cream  pitcher  from  one  of  her  sisters,  a cow,  a horse,  and  a few 
chickens  from  her  mother.  The  groom  received  the  same  from  his  parents. 

Agatha  and  her  husband  moved  seven  miles  west  and  established  a 
home  there,  r;-  o vas  used  to  outdoor  work,  so  she  often  helped  her  husband 
in  the  field.  When  the  children  were  small,  she  put  them  into  a wagon  and 
took  them  with  her  when  she  worked  in  the  fields  during  harvest  time.  • She 
gave  them  some  blocks  of  wood  to  play  with,  but  often  they  began  to  cry  be- 
cause of  the  discomfort  caused  by  the  heat  and  dust. 


At  that  time  It  was  a custom  if  one  of  the  children  died  in  Infancy 
the  next  one  would  be  named  after  it.  Agatha  and  her  husband  had  five  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Two  sons  and  one  daughter  preceded  them  in  death. ^ 

Their  first  son  Henrich  died  of  diptheria  when  he  was  three  years  old. 
Johann  was  three  the  following  year.  Dlptheifla  also  caused  his  death  at 
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at  that  age.  After  Henrich'a  (^eath  the  fourth  chll<’i,  a son,  was  named 
Henry. 

During  her  married  life  Agatha  seemed  happy  and  satisfied  with 
life  as  it  was.  In  working  with  her  children  she  portrayed  a peaceful, 
gentle  nature.  Since  the  children  were  often  ill,  she  sometimes  estpressed 
fear  that  death  would  take  the  little  ones  away  from  her.  If  the  child 
was  slow  to  obey  her  commands  or  learn  something,  she  had  much  patience 
with  them.  ?or  her  thoughtfulness  toward  them  they  loved  and  respected 
her.  Whenever  they  disobeyed  they  had  to  be  punished.  The  punishment 
was  given  with  reluctance,  and  then  the  tried  to  dismiss  the  event  from 
her  mind. 

Once,  when  her  oldest  son  was  a lad  of  ten  years,  a group  of  older 
boys  gflthered  on  the  yard  for  a hunting  trip.  Of  course  they  carried  their 
rifles  and  ammunitions  with  them.  Soon  Jacob  mixed  in  with  the  crowd,  but 
suddenly  the  mother's  shrill  voice  sounded  from  the  kitchen  door.  She  ask-- 
ed,  "Es  uns  young  ok  du  manch?"^  The  mother  did  not  wish  to  have  her  son 
connected  with  affairs  that  involved  the  use  of  gxxns. 

During  her  fifty-one  years  of  married  life  she  and  her  husband 
seldom  disagreed  on  anything.  At  times  each  was  tempted  with  anger  but 
managed  to  forgive  and  forget.  If  something  was  in  question,  she,  having 
respect  for  her  husband's  views,  gave  up  her  ideas  and  did  what  was  right 
In  the  sight  of  her  husband. 

Henrich  Schmidt  died  in  1932i  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 

After  his  death,  Agatha  often  mourned  his  sudden  departure,  but  the  thought 
that  bye  and  bye  they  would  meet  again  on  high  was  a comfort  to  her. 2 

Because  of  her  increasing  deafness  she  did  not  choose  to  live 
alone.  So  she  shared  her  farm  home  with  her  youngest  son,  his  wife,  and 
their  only  daughter.  Peter's  wife  was  not  well,  so  Agatha  had  a part  in 
caring  for  this  daughter.  This  bri^tened  Agatha's  later  life  very  much. 

Last  fall  Agatha's  family  and  friends  celebrated  her  ninetieth 
blrthdEiy  at  her  home.  At  that  time  this  daughter,  Edna,  was  a young  lady 
in  college.  Edna  composed  a reading  on  the  grandmother's  life  and  render- 
ed  it  at  the  program  in  High  German. 

At  the  present  time  Agatha  is  still  living  in  her  own  home  and  is 
well  and  happy  for  her  ripe  old  age.  During  the  last  few  years  she  has 
developed  a very  keen  sense  of  curiosity.  If  things  do  not  always  go  her 
way,  she  seems  to  be  stirred  to  great  anger.  As  her  chief  leisure  time 


"Is  our  boy  among  you,  too?"  From  interview,  Mr.  Jacob  H 
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activity j she  loves  to  reed  newspapers  and  magazines,  but  she  still  takes 
pride  in  doing  a bit  of  house  work  for  herself. 

By  now  she  has  lost  the  beautiful  features  of  her  youth.  Her  skin 
looks  brown  and  wrinkled,  and  her  hair  is  snowy  white.  Because  she  is  so 
hump-backed  and  bent  she  is  only  about  four  feet  tall.  Her  eyes  have  long 
ago  lost  their  youthful  sparkle.  They  are  dull  and  gray.  When  she  walks 
she  usually  folds  her  hands  on  her  back.  Her  movements  are  slow  and  la- 
borious. Because  of  her  extreme  deafness  she  seems  to  live  in  a mysteri- 
ous little  world  of  her  own. 

Although  she  has  endured  many  hardships  during  her  lifetime,  her 
religious  convictions  with  the  help  of  her  Heavenly  Father  have  been  car- 
ried out.  She  received  guidance  and  strength  from  above  to  move  to  a land 
gf  freedom  from  a land  of  bondage. 


FR££D0M 

I am  not  strong  till  Thou  hast  clasped  my  hand, 
I am  not  fit  till  by  Thy  side  1 stand. 

I am  not  brave  till  Thou  hast  come  to  me; 

Till  Thou  hast  bound  me  fast,  I am  not  free. 


Interviews 


Person  interviewed 

Place 

Bate 

Mr.  Peter  H.  Schmidt 

Canton,  Kansas 
His  home 

December  28,  1944 

Mrs.  Henri ch  B,  Schmidt 

Canton,  Kansas 
Her  home 

December  30 » 1944 

Mr.  George  Lohen 

Hillsboro,  Kansas 
His  home 

December  31.  1944 

Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schmidt 

Canton,  Kansas 
Agatha's  home 

January  1,  1945 

Mr.  Henry  Schmidt 

Newton,  Kansas 
Hie  home 

January  2,  1945 
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A SUCCESSFUL  FARMERS  NICHOLAS  E.  SCHMIDT 


Preface 


I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  those  Who  have  con- 
trihuted  some  ideas  for  the  writing  of  this  "biography;  although  most 
of  it  is  general  information  that  my  parents  have  given  me. 

I consider  it  a privilege  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  learn 
some  things  a"bout  my  father's  life,  and  hope  that  I have  treated  it  in 
a respectful  manner. 

It  is  the  kindness  and  generousity  of  my  father  that  have  made 
the  many  opportunities  and  privileges  of  my  life  possible. 


* * « 

Five  miles  east  and  one-half  mile  north  of  Inman  is  the  farm  that 
belongs  to  my  father.  Father  is  a strong  man  with  a pleasing  apperance 
and  attractive  personality.  From  early  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the 
evening  his  ro"bust  figure  can  be  seen  strolling  around  his  farm  which  he 
loves  and  appreciates. 

He  was  "born  an  American,  although  both  of  hie  parents  were  born 
in  Russia.  My  grandfather,  Peter  D.  Schmidt,  was  born  on  a small  farm  in 
Russia  in  the  year  of  1854.  During  his  early  childhood  he  immigrated  to 
America  v^ere  he  earned  his  education.  He  became  a school  teacher  and 
taught  school  until  a few  years  after  his  marriage. 

He  married  Agenatha  Hiebert,  also  an  immigrant  from  Russia.  A few 
years  after  their  marriage  he  gave  up  his  career  as  teacher  and  turned  to 
the  occupation  of  farming.  Grandfather  specialized  in  raising  hogs  and 
horses. 

My  grandparents  lived  quite  happily  on  their  homestead;  and  they 
were  blessed  with  eleven  children  of  which  my  father,  Nicholas  E.  Schmidt, 
was  the  youngest.  Father  was  born  on  a farm  five  miles  east  and  one-half 
miles  north  of  Inman,  on  the  cold  day  of  December  5.  I898.  Being  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  he  was  spoiled,  and  his  older  brothers  and  sisters 
usually  had  to  sacrifice  some  things  for  hiip. 

Grandmother  and  Grandfather  tried  to  educate  their  children  in  the 
best  way  that  they  found  possible,  Peter,  the  oldest  boy,  attended  Kansas 
State  College,  Manhattan,  Kansas,  Here  he  had  a misfortune  that  caused  the 
whole  family  grief  and  pain. 
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One  winter  evening  the  boys  had  planned  a little  skating  excursion, 
Peter  being  the  first  one  on  the  Blue  Hiver  had  skated  too  near  to  the 
center  and  had  hit  an  air  hole. 

»hen  the  telegram  of  his  death  was  sent  to  his  parents  and  family, 
it  was  a shock.  His  death  left  the  family  with  only  two  boys,  father  and 
Dan,  and  later  father  had  to  quit  his  school  work  to  take  care  of  the  farm 
because  there  was  no  one  to  take  over. 

As  soon  as  Father  was  old  enough,  he  too  was  sent  off  to  school. 

Every  morning,  cold  or  hot,  he  had  to  walk  one  and  one-half  miles  to  the  Big 
Lake  School,  He  was  one  of  the  forty-six  pupils  at  the  school  with  only  one 
teacher  to  watch  over  them.  It  was  quite  a problem  for  the  teacher  to  have 
good  discipline,  vdien  there  wer^  so  many  tall,  husky  boys  in  school. 

Father  was  active  in  sports.  Skating  'wa,s  one  of  his  favorite  pas- 
times. There  was  a small  creek  near  the  play  grounds;  in  winter  about 
once  a week  the  teacher  would  have  to  go  and  get  the  students  to  their 
classes  away  from  their  favorite  skating  place.  Hi^  jumps  and  broad  jumps 
were  daily  tasks  for  the  boys.  Father  was  usually  the  winner  in  the  contests 
and,  of  course,  he  felt  his  superiority  when  he  knew  he  could  jump  better 
than  the  older  boys  in  school.  Wrestling  and  fighting  were  frequent  occasions 
in  school,  but  Father  never  had  the  privilege  of  receiving  a black  eye. 

When  Father  was  only  nine  years  old.  Grandfather  died.  He  died  a 
few  years  after  the  startling  shock  of  Peter's  misfortune  was  heard.  He  had 
a heart  attack  end  passed  away  on  January  6,  1908,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 
Since  Father's  older  brother,  Dan,  was  at  home,  he  took  the  responsibility 
of  the  farm  and  Father  continued  his  school  work. 

In  school,  the  rules  that  the  teacher  laid  before  his  students  were 
supposed  to  be  strictly  obeyed.  One  bad  habit  that  the  boys  had  formed  was 
to  whistle  as  they  walked  to  their  assigned  seats  between  the  first  and 
second  bells.  This  was  very  annoying  to  the  teacher  as  well  as  to  the  other 
students.  One  day  the  teacher  said,  in  a very  stern  voice,  "I  want  no  more 
whistling  in  the  schoolroom  after  the  bell  has  rung.  Everyone  please  take 
your  seats  quietly.  You  are  dismissed." 

The  boys,  of  course,  thought  it  was  very  rude  of  the  teacher  but 
knew  that  he  had  meant  what  he  said.  They  soon  forgot  the  little  episode 
and  began  their  games.  Soon  the  bell  rang,  everybody  rushed  into  the  school- 
room. Father  unconsciously  walked  to  his  seat,  whistling  a merry  tune. 

The  teacher  was  by  his  side  as  soon  as  he  got  to  his  seat.  He 
grabbed  hold  of  his  collar  and  tried  to  shake  him.  Father,  being  a strong 
boy,  would  not  let  anyone  push  him  around.  He  braced  himself,  with  his  feet, 
against  the  desk  in  front  of  him  and  sat  there,  stiff  as  a board.  After  the 
teacher  discovered  that  he  could  not  move  him  even  one  inch,  he  gave  one  good 
jerk;  his  hand  slipped,  and  his  nose  hit  Father's  head.  His  nose  began  to 
bleek  so  he  had  to  go  and  take  care  of  himself,  ^’ather  had  been  wearing  a 
new  Jacket  to  school  that  morning.  The  teacher  had  had  a pretty  firm  hold 
on  his  collar  and  that  last  jerk  had  pulled  all  the  buttons  off  his  new  jacket. 
After  the  teacher  had  taken  care  of  his  little  injury  he  came  into  the  school- 
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room,  went  to  his  desk,  took  out  some  safety  pins  and  gave  them  to  Father 
to  pin  his  jacket  where  he  had  pulled  off  the  buttons.  The  teacher  then 
remarked,  "You  are  quite  a strong  man," 


Father  was  compelled  to  quite  school  vdien  he  was  only  fourteen 
years  old  and  in  the  seventh  grade.  When  Grandfather  died,  he  left  Grand= 
mother  alone  with  her  seven  children  on  a two-hundred-sixty  acre  farm. 
Father  and  his  older  brother,  Dan,  were  willing  to  contribute  their  share 
of  the  work.  Everything  ran  smoothly  until  Dan  got  married  and  moved  to 
Montana  which  placed  all  the  responsibility  on  Father's  shoulders. 


"Your  father  was  very  conscientious  and  faithful  with  his  work  on 
the  farm  until  191?  when  he  too  got  married  and  moved  to  Itontana,"^ 


He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Pauls  on  a nice  day  of  February  11,  1917t 
in  the  Inman  Mennonite  Church,  Inman,  Kansas,  by  Reverend  H,  D,  Penner  from 
Newton,  Kansas, 

This  Sunday  afternoon  promised  to  be  an  exciting  and  long  remembered 
afternoon  for  the  young  couple  as  well  as  for  the  congregation.  The  wedding 
was  to  begin  at  2;00.  Father's  brother-in-law  was  supposed  to  get  the 
minister  from  Newton  in  his  car.  It  was  one  of  the  early  model  cars,  and 
it  was  not  in  very  good  condition.  As  he  neared  Moundridge,  he  had  a break- 
down, He  called  to  Newton  and  borrowed  a car  from  a friend;  meanvAiile  the 
couple  was  waiting  at  the  house  of  the  bride  for  the  minister,  and  the  people 
were  waiting  at  the  church  for  the  wedding  to  begin.  The  people  began  to 
sing  hymns  to  pass  the  time  away,  the  bridegroom  was  pacing  the  floor,  and 
the  minister  was  slowly  rattling  down  the  road  in  an  old  Ford, 

It  was  ^00  and  the  people  at  the  church  were  still  singing.  Finally 
the  tune,  "Here  Comes  the  Bride,"  was  played  and  in  marched  the  couple  that 
had  had  been  waited  for  since  2:00.  After  the  wedding,  the  relatives  were 
served  reff eshrnents  at  the  home  of  the  bride. 

A week  later  the  young  couple  went  on  their  honeymoon  to  Montana. 

The  young  bride  went  with  her  sister-in-law  on  a passenger  train  and  the 
bridegroom  followed  with  his  brother,  Dan,  on  the  freight  train  vhere  he 
accompanied  his  livestock. 

Ten  days  later  Father  and  the  livestock  arrived  at  their  new  home 
where  his  wife  was  anxiously  waiting  for  his  arrival.  Here  they  lived  on  a 
three-hundred-twenty  acre  ranch  for  three  years.  VIhile  on  this  ranch,  they 
had  a hard  struggle  for  existence. 

It  was  in  th^*  year  of  1917.  ^ climax,  and  all  the 

young  men  were  being  called.  Father  too  got  his  classification  as  a 


Ihetter:  Mrs.  W.  J,  Nachitgal,  Newton,  Kansas.  January  2U,  19^5* 


85 


and  was  getting  ready  to  leave  when  the  Armistice  was  signedo  This 
enabled  him  to  continue  with  his  work  on  the  ranch  viiich  he  did  not  find 
too  pleasant.  All  the  three  years  that  they  were  on  this  ranch,  they  had 
not  had  any  rain.  In  the  summer  months  the  weather  would  get  so  hot  that 
all  the  grass  would  dry  up  and  they  would  have  to  take  their  livestock  up 
into  the  mountains. 

One  summer  they  left  their  livestock  in  care  of  father's  brother, 
v^o  let  it  wander  all  summer  on  the  ranch.  Mother  end  Father  went  to  Wash- 
ington and  worked  in  an  orchard.  They  packed  for  shipment  apples,  pears, 
and  Strawberries,  but  Father  found  that  this  kind  of  work  was  not  for  him. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  was  suitable,  he  and  his  wife  went  back  to  their  ranch. 

My  father's  ranch  was  quite  close  to  the  Indian  Heservation,  The 
scenery  was  beautiful;  but  the  extremes  of  the  climate  made  living  uncomfort- 
able, It  was  here  on  this  ranch  they  had  the  privilege  of  becoming  a mother 
and  father  \dien  their  first  baby  boy  was  born. 

After  their  son  was  alinost  two  years  old,  they  came  back  to  Kansas, 
as  proud  parents,  and  moved  on  a farm  near  Buhler,  Kansas,  They  lived  here 
until  they  purchased  the  homestead  which  today  still  is  their  home.  They 
purchased  the  homestead  from  Grandmother,  vAio  retired  and  made  her  home  in 
the  little  town  of  Inman,  vAiich  today  is  still  the  town  \^ere  the  farm  pro- 
ducts are  bought  and  sold. 

Faster  morning  in  192U  when  all  the  children  were  gathered  together 
at  Grandmother's  house  to  celebrate  the  occasion.  Father  got  an  abdominal 
pain.  They  did  not  know  what  caused  ot  or  \diat  it  was,  but  he  went  to  bed 
and  stayed  there  for  three  days.  After  he  felt  a little  better,  he  went 
homw  and  took  up  his  regular  work. 

Three  weeks  later  he  got  another  attack,  they  rushed  him  to  the 
Bethel  Deaconess  Hospital, ^ Newton,  Kansas,  By  the  time  they  came  to  the 
hospital  in  their  old  car  his  pain  had  all  ceased;  but  since  he  was  already 
there,  they  decid»*d  they  might  as  well  find  out  %hat  was  the  matter  with 
him.  Immediately  the  doctor  knew  it  was  appendicitis  and  that  an  operation 
was  necessary.  The  operation  was  as  successful  as  could  be  expected  and  in 
a few  weeks  he  was  well  enough  to  go  home  and  start  working  on  his  farm  he 
had  BO  long  neglected. 

Before  he  went  to  the  hospital  he  had  been  rebuilding  his  barn,  but 
after  he  came  home  from  his  operation,  he  was  in  no  condition  to  do  that 
kind  of  work.  It  was  in  the  month  of  July,  before  he  finally  completed  his 


^1-A  meaning  his  physical  condition  was  good  and  he  was  subject  for 
call  into  the  services. 

2 

Father's  sister,  Mary,  was  the  first  patient  at  the  Bethel  Deaconess 
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work  on  the  hfirno 

In  the  Ifite  afternoon  of  July  13t  also  in  the  yecr  of  1924,  a 
tragedy  occurred  that  will  always  be  remembered  by  the  young  couple.  The 
sky  was  in  a hazy  mass  and  it  seemed  as  if  it  were  getting  dark  outside. 

Father  csjne  running  into  the  house  to  see  if  the  three  children  were  in  the 
house,  because  he  thought  a cyclone  was  on  the  way.  He  had  barely  set  his 
feet  in  the  house,  when  he  heard  a terrible  crash.  They  all  rushed  to  the 
window  and  to  their  surprise  they  saw  the  windmill  lying  beside  the  house. 

The  wind  rose  to  a hi^  rate  of  speed;  the  cyclone  had  come.  Another  crash 
and  the  barn  he  had  just  completed  was  completely  demolished.  All  the  horses 
were  tied  in  the  barn  and  had  no  way  to  get  out.  Father  could  stand  it  no 
longer  so  he  grabbed  the  butcher  knife  and  started  out  of  the  house  to  release 
the  horses.  He  went  only  a short  distance  vdien  he  discovered  that  he  could 
never  do  it.  He  grasped  a hold  on  the  tree  by  the  side  of  the  house,  turned 
around,  and  went  back  into  the  house' quite  discouraged. 

The  uprooted  trees  crashed  against  the  house,  the  chicken  house  was 
swirled  away  by  one  vdiip  of  the  wind,  and  the  pig  pen  was  no  where  in  sight. 

Houses  were  snorting  in  the  barn,  chickens  were  fljriag  in  every 
direction,  and  pigs  were  helplessly  running  around  in  the  yard;  vdiile  in  the 
house  two  people  were  kneeling  by  the  bedside  of  their  children  in  prayer. 

The  wind  had  stopped  when  a knock  was  heard  at  the  door  and  two  men 
were  standing  at  the  door  offering  their  help.  After  releasing  the  horses 
from  the  barn,  they  got  the  gun  and  shot  some  pigs  that  were  badly  wounded. 

The  grainery  shed  was  still  standing  because  they  had  thrashed  the 
previous  week  and  it  was  full  of  vheat.  The  house,  too,  was  standing,  but 
without  roof,  chimney,  end  windows. 

As  soon  as  possible.  Father  hired  some  help  and  started  to  rebuild 
his  farm.  Father  and  his  family  were  just  comfortably  settled  and  living  a 
carefree  and  happy  life  \4ien  on  August  I9,  1932,  they  reeeived  a telephone 
call  from  Father's  sister  in  town  telling  them  that  Grandmother  had  passed 
away.  Later  it  was  found  that  she  had  died  of  cancer. 

It  was  Father's  strong  will-power  and  courage  that  helped  him  to 
face  the  troubles  all  around  him.  It  was  in  those  days  that  he  acquired 
his  kind  heart  and  love  for  hie  children. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Hebron  Mennonite  Church,  Buhler,  Kansas;  he 
tries  to  keep  his  record  as  regular  as  conditions  permit. 

He  enjoys  gatherings  of  any  kind.  Good  school  programs  and  plays 
are  always  appreciated.  He  has  also  been  a member  of  the  school  board,  a 
position  vdiich  he  has  held  for  several  years. 

Even  if  struggles  have  been  scattered  through  his  life  he  has  faced 
them  like  a man.  He  is  happily  settled  on  his  homestead  with  his  wife  and 
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fwnilys  it  is  that  laaer  urge  of  beiag  a farmer  that  has  made  him 
succeeeful. 
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JOHN  B.  BNTZ;  MINISTER  AND  HUMANITARIAN 


Preface 


A project  in  original  biography,  I think,  le  very  interesting.  It 
offers  many  opportunities  to  the  writer  ana  also  puts  a great  responsi- 
bility upon  him.  This  project  has  brought  me  into  new  realms  of  friendship, 
especially  with  ol»^er  people.  While  I was  in  their  homes,  they  showed. much 
Interest  an<*  eagerness  to  help  me  in  securing  the  necessary  information. 

While  woiklag  with  this  paper,  I have  been  im^er  some  handicaps. 

One  of  these  v&b  the  element  of  time.  The  time  I ha<*  was  not  sufficient 
for  me  to  go  into  any  <«etail  with  my  character.  Another  item  was  the  lack 
of  Information.  Since  I AiA  not  fin*?  all  the  Information  necessary  for  a 
complete  biography,  I have  trie*?  to  hit  some  of  the  high  points  of  the  life 
of  Mr.  Ents.  I am  glad  for  the  help  Mrs.  J.  E.  Bntz  ha^  given  me,  and,  I 
here  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  contribute*?  to  this  paper. 


* * 

A healthy  an*?  faithful  servant  of  the  Lor>?,  John  B.  Ents,  was  born 
on  August  5»  1875.  Marienburg,  Germany.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr,  an.?  Mrs, 
Abraham  Bntz.  His  mother's  name  before  her  marriage  was  Marie  Busenltz. 
They  lived  on  a farm  until  the  time  of  their  migration  to  the  United  States 
in  1882.  The  farm  buil*?lngs  in  Germany  were  built  of  such  goo*?  materials 
that  generation  after  generation  coul.?  live  in  them. 

John  was  a serlou8-min.?e?  boy,  reare*?  in  a ?evout  Christian  home. 

He  ha.?  his  first  two  years  of  elementary  schooling  in  Germany.  Then  after 
he  came  to  Kansas,  he  continue?  his  elementary  school  work  near  Newton, 
After  he  was  through  gra?e  school,  John  went  to  the  preparatory  school  at 
Halstea?,  Kansas.  John  showe?  a great  Interest  an?  sincerity  in  his  school 
work.  At  the  en?  of  the  first  year.  Professor  H.  H.  Bwert  suggeste?  to 
John's  father  that  if  it  were  possible,  John  shoul?  come  back  to  school  the 
following  year.  John's  main  interest  at  this  time  was- to  get  knowledge,  not 
only  about  the  world  an?  its  ftinctlons  but  also'about  the  Lor?  Jesus  Christ. 
His  preaching  for  the  first  twenty  years  was  in  the  German  language. 

Early  in  his  life  it  coul?  be  seen  that  he  love?  the  Lor?  and  that 
he  wanted  to  serve  him.  During  the  busy  seasons,  hlg  brothers  noticed  that 
John  often  withdrew  an?  praye?.  Even  before  he  went  into  the  gospel  minis- 
try, he  started  with  a life  of  service.  If  anyone  was  in  nee?  of  help, 

John  woxxl?  help  hlrt  if  he  possibly  could.  This  was  especially  true  in  the 
case  of  his  invalid  mother.  At  this  time  there  were  only  a very  few  nurses 
to  be  found  who  were  trained  to  any  great  degree.  In  caring  for  his  sick 
mother,  John  showe?  unusal  skill  an?  willingness  to  help.  He  also  taught 
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her  how  to  rea^  English  while  she  was  sick.^ 

After  being  electee*  as  minister,  John  continue^*  with  his  e/^ucation 
an<4  finishe-»  the  special  Bible  course  which  was  being  offere>*»  at  Bethel 
College  for  missionary  an^  ministerial  students.  He  love.»  his  teachers 
very  much,  especially  H.  H.  Ewert  an.^  0.  A.  Haury,  Sr.  The  teachings  of 
C.  H.  We^el  have  meant  much  to  Mr.  Bntz  in  his  later  years  of  service  as  a 
minister.  John  attributes  much  of  his  life  of  service  to  Mr.  Wer»el,  be- 
cause he  was  very  soun^  an^  positive  in  his  teachings. 

John  marrle-*  Elise  Bergman  of  Whitewater,  Kansas,  on  November  l6, 
1905.  In  1526  they  a<«opte^  a little  girl  whom  they  name-^  Ruth,  Years 
later  his  belove<^  wife  suffere^i  from  a medignant  .disease,  curing  her  ill- 
ness he  care<i  for  her  ten.»erly  an^  lovingly.  On  May  25.  193^.  his  wife 
«<le^.  Not  many  years  later  Ruth  also  ;*ie-».  These  two  .»eaths  were  a great 
sorrow  to  Mr.  Ents.  The  Lor^  use<a  these  experiences  to  -deepen  his  faith 
in  Go^. 

In  June,  1937.  John  marrie-a  Anna  Spp  of  Newton,  Kansas.  She  re- 
ports that  curing  all  her  life,  she  has  not  hear^  a cross  wor-^  from  Mr, 
Entz.  He  is  very  peace-loving  an^  ^espiees  all  strife.  There  is  a power- 
ful calmness  in  all  his  ways. 

In  1903,  John  was  calle-*  to  be  a minister  in  the  Pirst  Mennopi^e 
Church  of  Newton,  Kansas.  At  this  time  there  were  five  ministers  in  this 
one  church.  After  el-»er  Jacob  J.  Toews  move^  to  I-^aho  in  1917.  because  of 
his  a-*vancing  age,  Mr.  Entz  became  the  el^er  of  the  church.  He  serve.*  the 
church  for  forty-one  years  in  earnestness.  Mr.  an.*  Mrs.  Entz  are  very 
faithful  in  visiting  new  families  that  move  to  the  surrounding  territory. 
In  one  year  they  made  over  five  hvmdred  pastoral  visits  and  calls.  His 
aim  is  to  visit'  every  home  of  the  congregation  at  least  once  a year. 

Elder  Entz *3  interest  in  the  deaconess  cause  dates  back  to  his 
mother's  home.  His  mother  did  not  atten»<  a public  or  girls  school.  She 
was  tutored  by  a governess  from  the  Kaiser swerth  Ceaconess  Institution. 
Everyone  had  very  high  regards  for  this  governess.  So  after  his  mother's 
sickness,  his  wlve's  death,  and  then  his  daughter's  death,  Mr,  Entz  has 
felt  the  need  of  the  deaconess  cause  wery  touch. 

In  1912,  Mr.  Entz  became  a member  of  the  Board  of  directors  of  the 
Bethel  Deaconess  Hospital  Association.  In  1917.  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  hospital.  He  has  an  open  heart  and  hand  for  relief  work  and  needy 
persons  of  any  kind  find  in  him  a sympathlc  friend.  Not  only  the  older 
people  are  helped  but  he  likes  to  work  with  young  people.  When  such  a 
person  who  has  never  been  111  looks  at  the  suffering  in  the  world,  he  is 
bound  to  help  them. 


^Interview:  Mrs.  M.  H.  Entz,  R.  3,  January  30,  19^5. 
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He  is  a real  friend  of  educational  institutions  and  especially  the 
Mennonite  schools  of  the  General  Conference.  From  1921  to  1938  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Bethel  College.  He  likes  to  help 
students  and  has  done  sp  on  many  occasions.  He  has  given  of  his  advice 
and  financial  support  to  help  the  Bethel  College  cause  wherever  possible. 

His  church  finds  that  Mr.  Bntz  is  always  willing  to  help  alohg  in 
the  social  activities.  He  attends  the  young  people's  meetings  with  much 
interest.  His  home,  the  "Country  Manse"  is  a beautiful  place  for  social 
gatherings.  Once  every  year  the  young  people  of  the  Bethel  Hospital  and 
the  First  Mennonite  Church  are  invited  to  the  manse  for  a social.  The  even- 
ing Is  spent  in  playing  games.  Following  the  games  is  a short  progrOT  of 
singing  and  a talk.  Then  refreshments  are  served  and  the  fun  again  begins. 
The  happiness  of  young  people  makes  Mr.  Bntz  look  for  new  things  in  life 
that  he  also  can  enjoy.  At  Christmas  time  the  carolers  make  it  a point  not 
to  overlook  Mr.  Bntz's  home.  He  always  welcomes  them  and  without  t&il  has 
something  in  store  for  them. 

Back  in  the  realm  of  his  Church  work,  Mr,  Bntz  has  been  a member 
of  the  Committee  on  Doctrine  and  Conduct  of  the  General  Conference  since 
1929.  He  tries  to  live  \Q)  to  his  convictions  in  hl,s  church  work  and  in 
his  relationship  to  others.  He  was  also  elected  as  secretary  of  the  Western 
District  Conference  for  three  terms  and  since  the  elected  secretary  was  not 
in  attendance  the  next  year,  he  also  served  as  secretary  then. 

Mr.  Bntz  is  very  generous  and  very  modAst,  Mrs.  Bntz  says  he  is 
almost  too  modest  for  his  own  good.  He  has  been  very  helpful  in  the  spirit- 
ual work  of  the  church  for  young  people  and  especially  now  since  so  many 
boys  are  being  drafted.  He  is  interested  in  the  C.  P.  S.  work  and  dis- 
tributes much  literature  in  connection  with  this  work.  Mr,  Bntz  likes  to 
read,  so  he  keeps  informed  on  current  happenings  and  new  books  that  are 
published.  He  reads  much  for  the  preparation  of  his  sermons.  Mr.  Bntz 
prays  much  when  he  prepares  his  sermons  and  is  very  exacting  that  the  words 
used  will  express  the  exact  meaning.  This  is  apparent  because  all  his 
are  written  out  in  longhand. 

Often  he  works  late  at  night  or  makes  a lohg  trip  to  be  true  to  his 
calling  as  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr.  Bntz  has  not  missed  a single  service 
because  of  his  own  health.^  After  these  sermons  are  made  out,  Mr,  Bntz  is 
willing  to  go  through  groat  difficulties  to  bring  his  message  to  the  people. 

On  one  occasion  the  roads  wore  drifted  with  snow,  so  Mr,  Bntz  took 
two  horses  and  his  buggy  and  started  for  the  chujrch.  When  the  horses  conid 
go  no  farther  because  of  the  deep  snow,  ho  unhitched  the  team,  covered  the 
one  horse  with  a blanket  and  rode  to  church  so  that  the  people  there  might 
hear  the  message  they  had  come  to  hear.  He  had  to  ride  under  the  hedge 
row,  but  finally  got  to  church  to  preach  the  sermon.  His  trust  in  God  is 


J.  B.  Bntz,  R.  3.  January  30,  1945* 
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tmshaken;  his  communion  with  Gofl  breaths  warmness;  his  love  to  men  is 
sacrificial.  If  we  look  at  his  dbiurch  an^  see  the  large  number  of  persons 
who  have  gone  Into  a special  service  of  the  Lor/»,  it  is  evidence  enough 
that  Sev.  ISnts  has  <»one  a great  piece  of  work  an<»  that  he  will  continue  to 
*0  so  as  long  as  he  lives. 
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REVTSESITD  0.  N.  HAHMS 


PHSgAOB 

I have  choseiL  Reverend  Harms  as  my  subject  because  he  is  one  of 
-the  oldest  gentlemen  in  our  church,  aid  his  character  presents  the  qualities 
that  are  desirable  in  any  man  or  woman, 

A great  deal  of  the  following  information  is  taken  from  an  auto- 
biography which  he  wrote  for  me. 


* » * 

A hard  working,  exact,  and  very  industrious  man  is  my  great  uncle, 
Reverend  0-,  N,  Harms,  He  has  achieved  the  leadership  and  respect  of  the 
community  that  he  served  for  over  forty  years.  His  knowledge  of  several 
1 anguages,/' besides  English,  helped  him  a great  deal.l  , 

Reverend  Harms  was  born  in  one  of  the  oldest  colonies  of  Mennonites 
in  Russia,  His  father  died  while  he  was  a very  young  boy.  In  1874,  his 
mother  and  the  rest  of  the  family  embarked  on  the  ship  Nederland.  After  a 
seventeen-day  voyage,  they  landed  at  Philadelphia,  On  December  5th,  they 
arrived  at  Peabody,  Kansas,  and  settled  down  on  the  farm. 

Like  all  of  the  other  immigrants  at  that  time,  he  could  not  speak 
the  Inglish  language.  He  relates  this  story  of  how  he  learned  to  speak  it 
from  the  neighbor  boys:  "I  recall  that  one  day  we  showed  the  Bacon  boys  a 

penny  and  asked  them  what  the  letters  o-n-e  stood  for.  They  told  us  that 
'one*  is  'wun, ' We  could  not  see  how  o-n-e  could  read  w-u-n.  We  thought 
it  more  sensible  to  read  it  like  the  German  'ohne,'  and  that  evidently 
' would  mean  'without  a cent."'^ 

In  Russia,  he  had  gone  to  school  four  years  and  had  learned  to 
read  and  write  the  German  and  the  Russian  languages.  In  those  days,  the 
teachers  gave  the  pupils  little  assistance.  Usually  they  learned  by  rote. 
Nven  though  these  languages  were  hard  to  learn,  we  know  that  he  had  a 
wonderful  memory  for  ho  says,  "When  my  good  old  neighbors  Peter  Schroeder 
and  Jacob  Becher  were  here,  we  as  a rule  conversed  in  the  good  old 
Russian  dialect.  That  too  helped  in  remembering  the  unique  language. 


^Interview:  Selma  Schmidt,  Newton,  Kansas,  January  27,  1946, 

2 

Autobiographical  notes:  Rev.  G.  N,  Harms,  Whitewater,  Kansas, 
January  7,  1946. 
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•RepetitioTi  is  the  mother  of  all  learning. ' 

Reverend  Harms  also  has  a beautiful  tenor  voice,  which  he  usually- 
made  use  of  while  riding  horseback,  Sven  though  he  is  now  over  eighty 
years  old,  he  sits  as  straight  as  a General. 2 He  still  sings  Russian  songs 
and  can  toll  Russian  stories  that  he  learned  from  a hired  man. 

When  he  was  eighteen,  he  went  to  P,  Balzer's  school.  Here  he 
began  memorizing,  but  it  was  rather  hard  at  his  age,  I remember  how  he 
used  to  tell  us  in  the  cathechism  class  that  the  teachers  now  did  not  ^stress 
memorization  enough.  After  spending  two  winters  in  this  sqi^ol,  the  Mennon- 
ite  Seminary  opened  with  Professor  H,  H,  Rwert  as  teacher,  Reverend  Harms 
appreciated  the  help  that  all  of  his  teachers  gave  him.  He  said,  “Professor 
Bwort  and  Professor  A,  S,  Shelly  were  exceptionally  good  teachers.  To  them 
I owe  a debt  of  gratitude.  This  I must  also  say  of  P,  Balzer."^  Prom  this 
school  he  graduated  in  1985, 

He  then  went  to  a Teacher's  Institute  and  received  his  teacher's 
certificate.  In  the  district  where  he  is  now  living,  he  taught  for  fifteen 
years  in  succession  and  two  years  in  another  school.  At  that  time,  it  was 
rather  hard  to  teach  because  very  few  of  the  children  knew  Bn^ish,  But 
he  was  very  much  concerned  about  them  and  helped  them  as  much  as  he  could. 
One  year  there  was  a feeble-minded  child  in  his  school.  Instead  of  neg- 
lecting this  child,  Reverend  Harms  spent  a great  deal  of  time  with  him; 
and  he  helped  him  to  pass  his  grade. ^ The  pupils  thought  he  was  ex- 
ceptionally strict,  and  that  he  observed  everything  in  the  room.  Some- 
times they  wondered  how  he  could  be  writing  on  the  blackboard,  with  his 
back  turned  to  the  school-room,  and  still  know  that  someone  was  whisper- 
ing or  that  notes  were  being  passed;  but  his  humor  and  interest  in  the 
pupils  won  the  respect  of  all.® 

His  hospitality  was  also  expressed  on  occasions  such  as  the  last 
day  of  school.  On  this  day,  he  came  in  a large  farm  wagon  and  took  the 
whole  group  of  pupils,  who  left  their  filled  lunch  baskets  in  the  comer 
of  the  school  room,  home  with  him  to  enjoy  dinner  at  his  house, 6 


^Ibid. 

^Interview:  B.  0.  Schmidt,  Elbing,  Kansas,  Pebruary  4,  1945. 

Autobiographical  notesi  Rev.  0.  N,  Harms,  Whitewater,  Kansas, 
January  7,  1946. 

^Interview;  lire,  B,  0,  Schmidt,  Blbing,  Kansas,  February  4,  1946, 

c "I 

*^Interviewi  Selma  Schmidt,  Newton,  Kansas,  January  27,  1945, 
^Ibld. 
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In  1888,  he  was  ordained  into  the  ministiy  hy  the  Gnadenberg 
Church,  Later  he  became  the  elder  of  that  church.  It  was  hard  in  those' 
days  to  take  over  the  eldership,  because  quite  a number  of  families  had 
started  meetings  of  their  own;  and  Reverend  Harms  had  the  task  of  bringing 
them  back  into  the  congregation.  When  he  became  elder,  he  quit  teaching 
school  and  began  farming  to  make  a living. 

At  first  his  sermons  were  conducted  in  German,  since  everyone  under- 
stood and  spoke  the  German  lernguage.  Later,  when  the  younger  generations 
began  speaking  Bnglish,  many  could  not  understand  the  German,  J*or  this 
reason  they  had  a German  sermon  once  a month  and  an  English  sermon  the 
malnlng  three  Sundays,  He  also  instructed  the  catechism  class.  He  says, 

*I  can  truthfully  say  that  this  work  with  the  boys  and  girls  was  one  of 
my  most  blessed  experiences  in  my  service."!  From  my  experience  in  his 
catechism  class,  I can  say  that  not  only  he  received  a groat  blessing,  but 
all  of  us  who  wore  in  his  class  received  a blessing.  He  was  very  good  at 
explaining  the  questions  and  answers.  Usually,  he  would  illustrate  the- 
questions  with  a little  story  of  his  own  life  in  Russia  or  of  his  young 
manhood  in  America. 

After  he  had  served  as  elder  for  about  twelve  years,  he  asked  to 
bo  released  because  he  had  accepted  the  eldership  "just  for  the  time  being. "2 
Everyone  was  very  pleased  with  his  work,  and  they  asked  him  to  remain. 
Finally,  he  consented  on  the  condition  that  he  could  bo  released  from  the 
duty  of  making  the  announcement  for  the  offertory,  because  some  of  the 
people  who  did  not  like  to  give  would  say  that  he  was  trying  to  "lord  it 
over  them."  But,  as  the  younger  generations  grew  up,  they  saw  things 
differently  and  did  not  complain;  although  he  said,  "I  do  not  want  to 
insinuate  that  the  younger  generation  is  far  superior  to  the  old  one,  but 
I do  admit  that  I have  been  better  understood  and  my  little  efforts 
fairer  evaluated  and  appreciated  by  the  young  than  by  the  old.  But  let 
me  say,  that  many  of  the  older  generation  I still  esteem  highly,  among 
whom  is  our  old  elder,  Johann  Schroeder,"^ 

He  had  not  received  any  financial  support  until  several  years 
after  he  became  elder,  and  then  he  consented  to  take  it  only  because  he 
thought  that  in  the  future  all  ministers  would  be  paid. 

In  January,  1936,  he  suffered  a severe  heart  attack.  Since  then, 
he  preached  less,  but  continued  to  officiate  at  baptism  and  communion,  and 
a few  other  occasions,  until  the  last  Sunday  in  1941.  This  completed  forty 
years  of  service  as  elder  of  the  Gnadenburg  Church.^ 

Reverend  Harms  is  a tall  gentleman,  who  appears  to  be  rather  stern, 

A stranger's  first  Impression  of  him  is  that  he  is  not  very  sociable,  and 


^Autobiographical  notes:  Rev.  G.  N,  Harms,  Whitewater,  Kansas,  Jan. 
^Ibid. 
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yet  there  is  something  that  touches  the  hottom  of  one's  heart.  It  is 
after  one  knows  him  that  one  really  does  appreciate  his  loving  kindness 
and  his  honesty.  He  was  a man  who  practiced  what  ho  preached! 
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PETER  COBNEILUS 


Mbst  of  the  inf oxthdt ion  gathered  in  this  biogrsphiftal  sketch  is 
treated  as  general  material.  My  mother,  Mrs.  A.  C,  !hxrner,  gave  me  most 
of  the  information  that  I am  treating  as  general.  Peter  Cornelius  lived 
in  my  mother's  home  when  she  was  a child.  Therefore,  because  n?y  mother 
knew  him  quite  well  and  most  of  my  information  was  gathered  from  informal 
interviews,  it  will  be  treated  as  general  material. 


* « • 

Peter  Cornelius  was  bom  at  Albany,  Hew  York,  August  10,  1831,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Gilley,  at  Kinsley,  Kansas, 

July  23,  1915.  He  died,  a few  days  before  he  attained  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  of  a sudden  heart  ailment.  He  had  been  blessed  with  good 
health  and  did  not  have  any  serious  Illness  during  the  entire  span  of  his 
life.  \ 

His  parents  immigrated  to  this  country  from  Holland.  He  had  ei^t 
brothers  and  three  sisters  that  were  bom  in  Holland,  but  he,  being  the 
youngest,  was  bom  in  the  United  States.  .His  parents  came  to  this  country 
with  a grotq>  of  Dutch  people  seeking  religious  freedom.^ 

About  three  quarters  of  a mile  north  of  Tarrytown,  New  York,  life 
the  Sleepy  Hollow,  which  is  famous  for  its  old  Dutch  church  that  was  found- 
ed in  1699.  Behind  this  historical  church  lies  the  old  Dutch  cemetery,  in 
which  some  of  his  early  ancestors  were  buried.  One  of  his  ancestors  had 
the  same  name  as  his,  Peter  Cornelius.  In  this  particular  valley,  or 
ravine,  Vushington  Irving  wrote  the  "Legend  of  Sleep#^  Hollow." 

In  his  early  childhood,  his  parents  moved  from  New  York  to  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  lateb  migrated  into  Indiana  where  his  parents  died  later 
on.2 


"Pete,"  as  everyone  calldd  him,  was  a man  of  a Jovial  nature.  In 
the  expression  of  his  feelings,  he  usually  did  more  thinking  then  he  did 
saying  what  he  thought.  When  he  would  attend  the  yearly  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  camps,  he  was  always  eager  to  return  and  tell  what  he  had  seen 
and  heard.  In  his  declining  years,  he  was  very  independent.  He  would  let 


^ Lilly  Popp,  Letter  of  January  14,  1945. 
^Ibld. 
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no  one  help  him  in  any  way,  even  up  to  the  day  he  died.  He  was  never  ex- 
travagant. He  always  enjoyed  the  sense  of  security,  and  this  restricted 
hie  actions  and  outlook. 

When  the  Civil  War  started,  he  and  two  hrothers  enlisted.  He 
served  in  the  2Snd  Indiana  Cavalry.  He  served  four  years  with  major 
wounds.  His  first  battle  was  in  the  west,  at  Shiloh,  when  the  Rebels  at- 
tempted a surprise  attack  on  a Sunday  morning.  His  company  fought  off  the 
attack,  and  then  pursued  the  retreating  detachments.  Men  were  sent  out  in 
small  groups  to  farms  to  secure  supplies  for  the  camp  as  often  no  organized 
supply  corps  was  maintained.  Homes  were  found  with  no  food  left  and  crops 
were  all  destroyed.  Experiences  that  he  would  tell  of  these  trips  were 
often  exciting,  humorous,  and  pathetic. 

He  then  moved  east  with  General  Sheridm  in  many  minor  battles  Md 
later  accgmpanied  Sherman  on  his  March  to  the  Sea,  as  was  shown  in  Gone  With 
the  Wiad.^  The  main  purpose  of  this  March  to  the  Sea  was  to  destroy  the 
food  supplies  of  a region  on  which  General  Lee  largely  depended  and  to 
break  the  will  of  the  people  to  continue  the  war.  On  November  15,  1864, 
they  burned  Atlanta  before  they  set  out  on  their  march.  In  this  March  to 
the  Sea,  there  were  five  thousand  cavalrymen.  Peter  Cornelius  happened  to 
be  on©  of  these  five  thousand  cavalrymen. 

Men  were  often  lost  to  enemy  “snipers'*  or  “bush  whackers'*  while 
they  were  in  enemy  territory.  He  told  of  being  asslgired’to  guard  duty 
where  two  men  the  night  before  had  been  killed  by  something  unknown.  No 
8o\ind  had  come  from  the  guards.  Peter  took  his  post  at  the  assigned  place. 
Sleep  was  the  downfall  of  the  two  guards  he  decided;  so  he  was  determined 
to  remain  quiet,  but  awake.  Soon  a slight  crackle  of  underbrush  told  of 
an  approaching  “something."  Remaining  quiet  and  with  gun  ready,  he  saw 
two  bright  eyes  in  the  dark.  Firing  at  the  mark  all  sound  ceased.  Again 
an  hour  later  this  was  repeated.  Next  morning  he  found  two  large  trained 
bloodhounds  which  he  had  shot.  The  south  often  used  these  dogs  to  get  the 
sentry,  so 'that  tiie  camp  would  be  orpea  to  attack. 

Several  in  his  company  were  sent  to  hold  a road  where  Rebel  trqops 
were  to  bring  supplies  which  the  Yanks  needed.  Taking  cover  behind  rail 
fences,  he  soon  “seed"^ fehmm  coming.  Open  fir©  which  was  exchanged  for 
several  minute*  caused  them  to  finally  get  the  supplies.  In  the  sklrnlsh, 
a sliver  of  wood  from  the  rail  fence  pierced  his  left  eye,  but  with  first 


^Dean  Gilley,  Letter  of  January  6,  1945. 

2 

Lydia  Maxey,  An  interview  on  December  28,  1944. 
^Gilley,  op.  cit. 
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This  is  an  expression  that  he  used  instead  of  saw. 
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aid  he  carried  on. 

After  being  discharged,  he  returned  home.  He  married  in  Indiana 
and  later  lived  in  southern  Illinois.  After  rearing  eight  children,  he, 
with  one  daughter  and  a soniin-law,  John  Gilley,  moved  to  Lewis,  Kansas, 
in  March,  1887,  where  they  lived  through  many  trying  experiences  with 
prairie  fires,  drought,  and  snow  storms;  where  neighbors  were  miles  apart; 
and  where  doctors  were  in  the  horse  and  buggy  stage. 

He  was  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  attended 
many  of  the  yearly  encampments  where  old  buddies  talked  over  experiences 
and  "swapped  yams"  by  the  hours. 

When  he  had  got  all  his  horses  and  cattle  movedrto  a farm  south  of 
Lewis,  Kansas,  he  settled  down  to  farming  and  raising  thoroughbred  horses. 
He  thought  what  was  worth  doing  was  worth  doing  well.  Because  he  did 
things  well,  he  nrosnered  very  much. 

He  was  very  particular  about  his  farm.  Everything  about  it  was 
very  neat.  He  believed  in  keeping  every  building  on  his  farm  painted. 

Every  building  except  the  house  was  painted  red  and  the  house  was  painted 
a bright  yellow.^ 

He  retired  from  active  farming  when  he  was  about  sixty.  After  his 
last  wife  died,  he  lived  his  remaining  years  with  his  children,  but  prefer- 
red living  with  his  daughter,  Mrs  John  Gilley,  at  Kinsley,  Kansas. 

He  always  enjoyed  telling  stories  of  the  C^vil  War.  In  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  he  usually  sat  under  the  tall  cotton  wood  trees  in  the 
summer  and  told  many  of  these  war  stories  to  his  grandchildren.  He  would 
sit  there  for  hours  in  a comfortable  chair  where  he  could  daydream,  sleep, 
and  smoke  his  pipe. 
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MR?  ahna  jakzbw  hiebert  klassen 


Preface 


The  scene  Is  in  a two-room  ebode  In  Carnegie  Hall  on  the  Bethel  i 
College  campus.  North  Newton,  Kansas.  Among  the  furniture  consisting  of 
two  chairs,  a rocker,  a hook  shelf,  and  a dresser  is  a table,  on  vdiich 
there  is  spread  an  array  of  letters  and  notes.  The  girl  at  the  table  is 
studying  this  collection  in  proparation  for  the  composing  of  a biography. 

The  task  set  before  her  was  designated  to  evaluate  and  record  the  rich 
life  of  some  figure  vdiom  she  has  known  personally  or  throu^  others.  She 
has  chosen  to  treat  her  step  grandmother  in  this  way.  The  results  of 
requests  for  source  material  were  quite  enlightening  to  the  girl,  %e 
found  that  there  was  similarity  in  the  thoughts  remitted  to  her  by 
Crandmother*  B daughters.  This,  she  felt,  was  quite  significant.  %e 
is  sure  that  memories  will  light  up  again  in  their  minds  as  they  read  this 
biography. 

Althou^  the  material  given  to  the  girl  was  more  than  adequate; 
she  faels  that  there  is  still  so  much  concerning  Grandmother  that  can 
not  even  be  put  into  words. 

She  herself  has  memories  of  enjoyable  visits  of  which  she  never 
tired.  >fhen  holidays  come,  she  is  one  of  the  many  at  Grandmother’s  home; 
therefore,  opportunities  for  visits  are  scent.  She  hopes  to  have  many 
more  chances  to  be  in  her  home  for  a delightful  supper  end  a chat  such 
as  she  had  several  times  in  the  course  of  securing  material  for  her  biography. 

Grandmother  has  often  reminded  the  girl,  her  step  granddau^ter, 
that  she  was  her  first  friend  \ihen  she  came  to  Kansas.  The  granddaughter 
was  two  years  old  then,  so  they  have  been  friends  for  seventeen  years. 

This  is  only  one  incident  of  Grandmother’s  ability  to  form  friendships  easily, 
practically  without  effort,  and  that  with  people  of  all  ages  and  walks  of 
life. 


Grandmother’s  purposes  were  and  are  set  on  hi^  ideals,  iiAiich  will 
be  an  undying  Influence  to  those  vAio  have  known  her.  To  outweigh  any  un- 
desirable tendencies  in  her  character  are  component  characteristics  for 
>^lch  she  is  favorably  remembered. 

The  granddaughter  will  admit  that  she  is  very  much  of  an  amateur 
at  writing.  She  heartily  thanks  the  following  people  viio  have  helped 
her  so  much  in  the  compiling  of  this  biography  of  her  grandmother;  Miss 
Anne  Ruth  Hlebert;  Mrs.  ’’llllem  Fenner;  Mrs.  Albert  D.  Klessen;  Mrs.  A. 
Theodore  Mueller;  Mr.  Bergen;  Dr.  P.  A.  Fenner;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Suderman; 
Mrs.  Abraham  J.  Klnssen. 

* * * 
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On  Hast  Broa<^way  in  the  city  of  Newton^  Kansas,  there  is  a cosy  little 
%rfiite  house  which  harbors  the  rich  and  noble  lives  of  two  el<ierly  people, 

Mr.  anfl  Mrs.  Abraham  J.  Klasaen.  Usually,  as  the  front  floor  f].ings  open, 
there  appears  the  gracious  figure  of  Mrs.  Klassen,  whose  radiant  face  invari- 
ably brings  sunshine  into  the  hearts  of  any  and  everyone  who  walks  up  the 
front  porch  steps.  Her  hearty  greetings  and  twinkling  brown  eyes  through 
golflen-rimmefl  spectacles  relieve  troubled  minds,  not  only  while  in  her  pres- 
ence, but  also  during  the  flays  that  follow.  Her  abundance  of  silvery  grey 
hair,  which  frames  the  face,  is  combed  back,  braided,  and  rolled  into  a well- 
proportioned  knot  at  the  back.  For  a women,  she  has  height,  while  neither 
breadth  nor  slenderness  are  characteristic— she  is  well-built.  To  look 
upon  her  character  might  tempt  anypne  to  search  into  her  undoubtedly  inter- 
esting and  fruitful  past. 

Hack  of  this  life  is  a bit  of  ancestral  history,  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  her.  A covered  wagon  brought  her  great  grandparents  to 
Russia  from  Prussia.  Her  mother,  Anna  Gers,  came  from  a poor  family, 
and  her  father,  Heinrich  Janzen,  became  a 'miller  and  was,  consequently, 
well  to  do.  They  were  born  during  the  decade  of  the  eighteen  thirties  in 
Russia.  "Father  Janzen ’s"  very  exact  and  critical  eye  explains  the  fact 
that  he  used  a separate  wash  basin  and  towel  for  himself.  Also,  the 
fact  that  Father,  who  built  seven  mills  in  Russia,  was  a good  carpenter, 
necessitated  that  Mother  be  a good  cook?  for  the  carpenters  were  often 
in  their  employ.  The  open  hearth  was  her  stove«  and  the  baking  tempera- 
ture was  judged,  by  the  color  of  the  hot  bricks.^ 

Mrs.  Klassen® 8 parents  migrated  through  Europe  to  Ireland.,  where 
they  buried  a little  son  before  they  came  to  America  to  start  a new  home 
in  Moxintaln  Lake,  Minnesota.?  Here  the  father  built  a little  house  with 
a barn  attached.  The  furniture,  too,  was  hand  made^  the  beds  were  of 
straw  with  feather  beds  for  covers. 3 Into  this  home,  among  two  brothers 
and  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Klassen,  nee  Anna  Janzen,  was  born  on  June  lU, 

1877.  the  first  and  only  American  in  the  family.  "Her  childhood  %fas  a 
happy  one,  yet  she  was  partly  spoiled  by  the  entire  family."^  During 
times  of  illness  in  the  home  "little  Anna"  was  always  on  duty  as  a cheer- 
ing sunbeam, 5 A "favorite  story  about  her  Childhood  was  the  one  about 
Aunt  Mary’s  pet  lamb  and  how  she  (Mrs.  Klassen)  saved  it  from  the  bull. 

One  story  that  pleased  ne  was  about  the  time  she  had  the  measles  and  her 
little  nephew  begged  for  some  [measles]."^’ 


^Interview  with  Mrs.  Abraham  J.  Klassen,  J06  East  Broadway,  Newton, 
Kansas,  January  19,  19^5» 

P T 

From  Mrs.  Klassen 's  brief  autobiography,  ^Interview,  Janmry  19,  19^5« 

4 5 

Mrs.  Klassen 's  autobiography.  Ibid. 

^Mrs.  '^llliam  Fenner’s  (Sarah)  letter.  Bethel,  Maine,  February  5.  19^5» 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fenner  are  both  ministers  and  have  charge  of  three  churches. 
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Mrso  Kiaasen  began  her  e'^ucation  in  a German  school  on  the  second 
floor  of  a newly  erecte-^  <?istrict  achool  house  in  Mountain  Lakeo  Her 
ambition  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  school  work  in  which  she  excelleflo 

Two  years  later  she  also  atten<^e<^.  English  classes  taught  by  I..  lo  Bargen, 
who  later  became  her  guar'^tan,,  Her  father  took  great  interest  in  e'^ucation, 
became  a school  board  member „ an'^  ga-ve  Anna  every  a'^vantage  offered  in 
e-^ucation  for  seven  yearso 

"When  in  1982,  May  2,  her  dear  father  was  called  to  his  reward, 
she  took  teachers*'  examinations  and,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  under  the 
guardianship  of  Mro  Bargen,  who  was  now  County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
she  taught  a fWe-months ® district  schoolo"^  She  always  enjoyed  teach- 
ing under  Mrc  Bargen’’ s guardianshipo  He  was  like  a father  to  her  after 
her  own  father  *’s  -^catho  He  influenced  her  grea^ly^-reared  her,  so  to 
say«  '^lt>ough  she  we.s  asked  to  teach  the  next  year,  she  knew  "that  it  ^ 
was  her  father's  dying  wish  ti^at  Anna  sho\ild  receive  a good  educationo" 

Her  guardian  and  her  brother,  Henry,  decided  to  send  her  to  Bethel  ol~ 
lege,  which  had  just  ooened  its  doors » At  the  end  of  her  first  year  at 
Bethel  she  was  called  again  to  teach  at  Mountain  Lake,  but  she  thanks 
Professor  Ho  l*^edel,  who  advised  her  to  attend  Bethel  one  more  yearo 
Of  historical  interest  are  the  facts  that  Bethel  was  an  Academy  at  the 
time  Mro  Klassen  attended  in  1893=1295?  that  Mrso  Klassen  ws.s  present 
at  the  d(.f»tcition  of  the  Administrotion  Building?  and  that  she  was  a 
member  of  the  first  class  to  use  its  halls  and  class  roomso  Her  school 
work  and  Influential  cliaracter  was,  undoubtedly,  envied?  but  she  is 
remembered,^  for  her  teasing,  and  for  her  good  sportsmanship  to  take  the 
teasing  that  came  her  way  ^ Pe  Ao  Penner,  Mrs®  Klassen 's  classmate, 

relates  an  incident  in  the  classroom— one  in  which  she  "saved  his  facco" 

It  was  in  the  German  literature  <'lass  taught  by  Professor  H,  Wedelo 
Under  diecusslcn  was  an  incident  in  the  life  of  Martin  Luther o "It  seems 
that  Luther  was  busy  at  his  desk  with  some  literary  work,  while  near  him 
his  child  in  a cradle  was  crying  and  screaming  at  the  top  of  its  voice, 
Luther  paid  no  attention  to  his  offerings  Without  knocking,  his  wife, 
Katie,  came  in  and  gave  Luther  a severe  scolding— a good,  well=deser\ w- 
lecture— -for  not  caring  for  the  child , When  the  storm  was  over,  Luth.,* 
returned  to  his  interrupted  literary  work,  but  he  also  rocked  the  cradle, 
and  the  rhythm  of  the  swing  gave  occasion  for  the  tune  and  words  ol  a 
songo  As  the  story  was  finished.  Professor  Wedel  turned  to  his  class 
and  asked,,  "Vfhat  song  still  found  in  the  hymn  book  did  Luther  compose 


^Mrto  Klassen 's  autobiography p 

^Dr„  Po  A,  Fenner's  notes,  February  5o  1945»  ^^r,  Penner  also  states 
that  he  knew  Mrs,  Klassen  from  the  time  she  wns  a mere  girl.  He  often  had 
"Vesper"  in  her  home,  especially  after  her  mother  became  a widow, 

^Mr*s..  J.  M,  Suderman's  (nee  Clara  Eyman)  notes,  February  5,  19^5» 
Mrs..  Suderraan  was  a classmate  when  Mrs,  Kiageen  attended  Bethel, 
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on  that  occasion?'  The  whole  claes  was  quiet— no  one  seemed  to  know. 

We  all  thought  and  thought  deenly.  yinally,  I believed  I had  the  right 
answer  and  was  on  the  point  of  giving  it  when  Anna  replied,  ’The  song 
that  Luther  wrote  on  that  occasion  is  "Vom  Himmel  hoch,  da  komm  ich  her.” 
The  Professor,  in  his  laconic  way,  said,  ' 'st  recht.'^  But  what  an 
uproar  and  what  a commotion  I would  have  caused  in  that  classroom  if  I 
had  given  my  reply,  which  was  on  my  tongue,  but  which  I did  not  giVe 
because  Anna  got  ahead  of  me.  I was  going  to  say,|  'Aus  tiefer?Not  echrei 
ich  2u  Dir. This  is  also  one  of  Luther's  com-no  sit  ions,  and,  to  my 
mind,  that  fitted  into  the  occasion  exactly.  I think  so  today.  But,  I 
have  always  been  grateful  to  Mrs.  KLassen  for  getting  ahead  of  me.  Later, 
after  Professor  Wedel  became  my  brother-in-law,  I related  this  incident 
to  him;  and  he  agreed  with  me,  saying,  'Ja,  dann  haettea  wir  wohl  alle 
herslich  gelacht. ' 

Another  prominent  figure  on  the  campus  was  the  Reverend  David 
Goerz,  "who  so  lovingly  called  Anna  his  little  daughter”®  as  a result 
of  warm  friendship  with  her  father.  She  was  often  a visitor  in  his 
home,  now  called  Goerz  Hall. 

In  1395,  Mrs.  Zlassen  graduated  from  the  Bethel  Academy,  returned 
to  Mountain  Lake,  and  taught  the  majority  of  the  German  classes  in  the 
town  district  for  four  years,  "when  Jacob  D.  Hiebert  stepped  out  of  the 
background  from  where  he  had  carefully  watched  for  seven  years  (at  Bethel, 
too)  and  claimed  her  attention.  On  Anril  25,  1900,  they  oledged  their 
vows  in  the  family  circle  and  made  their  home  Just  two  blocks  from  her 
dear  mother.  Their  home,  indeed,  was  a cozy  snot,  always  open  to  friends, 
especially  such  made  in  college,  where  J.  D.  Hiebert  had  also  spent  sev. 
eral  years.  Mr.  Hiebert  had  as  his  occunation  the  management  of  an 
elevator.  Ho  later  Joined  hie  brother  in  a hardware  and  furniture  store 
above  which  they  later  had  their  home. 

"VThen  in  1901,  God  entrusted  a Jewel  of  rare  quality — Anna  Ruth — 
Into  their  keeping,  their  cun  of  Joy  ran  over, ”6  is  Mr.  Zlassen' s ©wr 
comment  on  the  birth  of  their  first  child. 


^"From  heaven  above  to  earth  I come.” 

^”That'o  right”  or  " 'Tie  right." 

^"Out  of  the  depths  I cry  to  Thee." 

"^"Tes,  then  wo  surely  v'ould  all  have  laughed  heartily." 

5 

‘Mrs.  Zlassen' • autobiography. 

^Ibid. 
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A change  of  climate  for  the  health  of  the  father  is  this  little 
family  brou^t  them  to  the  state  of  Washington  as  pioneers.  The  fresh 
air  end  dusty  winds,  they  enjoyed  to  their  hearts'  content.  Their  little 
farm  increased  to  one  thousand  acres,  vdiich  they  sold,  after  two  years, 
to  Russian  settlers.  They,  then,  returned  to  Mountain  Lake,  "having  gained 
another  Jewel  in  October,  I903,  in  Sarah  Marie  (Mrs.  William  Penner)-- -the 
little  Westerner."! 

Soon  after  settling  in  Minnesota,  Mrs.  Klassen* s (Mrs.  Hiebert 
at  that  time)  brother  departed  this  life,  necessitating  the  Hieberts  to 
live  with  her  aged  mother  for  a short  time. 

"In  May,  1905»  little  Clara  Catherine  came  to  brigjiten  the  home 
for  only  ten  months,  , . . .but  God  sent  cheer  and  gladness  with  the  ar- 
rival of  little  Agatha  (Mrs.  Albert  D.  Klassen)  on  January  22,  190y."2 
While  hardly  a year  old,  Agatha  and  her  older  sister,  Anna  Ruth,  were 
seized  by  v^ooping  cou^,  "but  God  graciously  crowned  their  efforts' add 
the  two  dear  ones  were  restored  to  health. "5 

In  1909*  a four-fold  operation  brought  the  mother  (Mrs.  Klassen) 
nearly  to  the  grave,  but  prayers  of  the  family  and  friends  rewarded  her 
with  perfect  health.  As  soon  as  strength  had  been  regained,  the  family 
moved  into  the  recently  built  hospital  to  keep  it  from  being  sold  on  ac- 
count of  its  debt.  Many  days  filled  with  hard  work  and  many  hours  of 
earnest  prayers  were  gladly  lived  through,  and  finally  Mountain  Lake 
could  look  upon  its  first  hospital.  The  first  hospital  baby  was  Helen 
Ilizabeth  (Mrs.  A.  Theodore  Mueller),  the  youngest  of  Mrs.  Klaesen's 
four  living  dau^ters,  born  April  1,  I912.  While  residing  at  the  hospi- 
tal, the  Hieberts  exchanged  their  store  for  a house.  "Only  eighteen 
months  could  Hel«n  enjoy  the  love  of  her  father,  for  on  October  1,  1913 
. . .the  father  of  the  home  was  called  to  his  reward."^  This  devout 
ChristiaA  was  a great  loss  to  the  community.  "Realizing  at  once  the 
work  and  responsibility  before  her,  the  young  mother  threw  herself  un- 
conditionally into  the  Almighty  Heavenly  Father's  arms  and  marched  for- 
ward.  One  of  her  greatest  achievements,  she  feels,  is  that  she  had 
learned  from  her  dear  companion  to  trust  God.  Many  a night  she  took 
her  problems  to  her  Lord  in  a special  way  and  the  next  morning  was  ready 
to  face  them  with  a victor's  smile. 

"One  after  the  other  the  girls  wended  their  way  to  school  and 
all  graduated  from  the  Mountain  Lake  hi^  school.  But  more  than  that, 


^Ibid. 

^Ibld. 

^Ibld. 
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they  all,  in  du.e  time,  gave  their  hearts  to  Jeeua  and  hecame  happy 
children.  The  mother  had  one  great  wish  fulfilled;  she  had  the  perfect 
confidence  of  her  four  daughters. "1  The  mother  and  daughters  became 
▼ery  intimate  and  felt  keen  fellowship  as  they  worked,  planned,  laughed, 
talked,  and  lired  together. 2 Pain  gripped  the  mother's  heart  when  the 
oldest  daughter  left  the  circle  to  a ttend  teadier's  college,  but  the 
remaining  three  were  still  of  greatest  comfort  to  keep  her  from  too 
much  anxiety,  "Those  were  the  hard  years  ^aen  the  War  and  its  evils 
entered  our  beloved  country,  but  God  did  not  forsake  the  widow  and 
fatherless, "3 

"airing  her  early  years  a good  deal  had  been  done  for  my  mother. 
She  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  and  recteived  the  best  education. 

Vhen  she  married  father,  he  took  pride  and  pleasure  in  doing  all  he 
could  to  make  her  happy.  When  he  died  and  left  her  in  straightened 
circumstances  with  four  little  girls, ’it  was  no  easy  thing  for  her  to 
shoulder  her  double  burden.  After  that  first  lonely  year  she  rallied 
her  inner  resources  and  returned  to  teaching."^  In  this  occupation  she 
engaged  for  two  more  years.  All  in  all,  she  tau^t  school  ten  years. 

She  was  very  active  in  the  Teacher  and  Parent  Organization,  althou^ 
Mountain  Lake,  in  those  years,  did  not  have  whet  we  officially  would 
call  a PTA.  One  of  her  greatest  influences  in  the  community  was  as  a 
teacher.  "She  frequently  had  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  to  her 
home  for  meals  and  entertained  them,  a trait  viiich  was  rather  unusual 
in  those  early  years. "5 

"Finances  were  at  a low  ebb  in  our  home  always,  but  somehow 
there  was  money  for  that  good  book,  for  that  fine  lecture,  or  other 
good  entertainment.  Mother  believed  in  nurturing  the  higher  life — she 
realized  very  keenly  the  words  of  Jesus;  'Man  lives  not  by  bread  alone.’*® 


^Ibid. 

o 

Miss  Anna  Ruth  Hlebert's  letter,  February  7,  1945.  Mias  Hiebert 
is  teaching  at  Tabor  College,  Hillsboro,  Kansas. 

^Mrs.  Klassen's  autobiography. 

U 

Mrs,  Penner' s letter. 

^Mr.  B.  Bargen's  letter,  February  3,  1945.  Mr.  Bargen,  Mrs. 
Klassen's  nephew,  is  the  Professor  of  Commerce  at  Bethel  College. 

^Mrs,  Albert  D.  Klassen's  (Agatha)  letter,  February  g,  I945. 

Mrs.  Klassen  is  active  in  clubs  of  her  interest  and  in  church.  Her 
home  is  909  West  Fifth  Street,  Newton,  Kansas. 
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"With  all  her  work  she  was  never  too  busy  to  he  a friend  to  her 
four  daughters.  There  was  never  a dull  evening  or  Sunday  afternoon. 

With  very  limited  means  hut  unlimited  ingenuity,  she  was  always  suggest- 
ing something  new  and  interesting  to  do."^  She  always  had  a supply  of 
games  for  the  girls  and  joined  them  in  playing;  she  told  or  read  count- 
less stories  to  them  viiile  they  sewed;  she  suhscrihed  to  several  good 
magazines;  she  taught  them  dozens  of  little  songs.  Thou^  their  daily 
language  was  hi^  German,  they  were  entertained  in  English  as  well  as 
German.  The  girls  had  opportunities  to  have  music  lessons,  and  they  ‘ 
have  no  one  to  hlame  hut  themselves  if  it  "didn’t  take."  The  mother 
sang  well  and  excelled  in  sight  reading  of  music.  She  lovedmusic,  and 
frequently  sent  one  of  the  girls  to  play  piano  idiile  she  washed  dishes. 
For  that  reason  her  youngest  daughter  has  never  really  learned  to  enjoy 
doing  dishes.? 

The  girls  were  especially  fond  of  a certain  chocolate  cookie 
idiich  the  mother  saved  as  a treat  for  Sunday  afternnon.  They  came  to 
he  called  "Sahhath  cookies" — the  name  has  stuck  to  this  day  in  that 
immediate  family.  "She  often  had  little  surprises  for  them — "new^t things 
to  eat  or  some  little  knick-knack  ^aich  she  knew  young  girls  liked.'"3 

"Because  Mother  never  had  sons,  she  was  rather  partial  to  hoys. 
When  we  girls  began  dating,  she  always  warned  us  to  'play  fair;"  and  if 
things  went  wrong,  she  was  inclined  to  take  the  hoy's  side.  When  we 
married,  she  never  let  us  feel  that  she  had  lost  us,  hut  that  she  had 
gained  a son,"^  The  girls'  friends  were  always  welcome  in  this  homes 
This  vholesomeness  kept  them  off  the  streets.  "It  mattered  not  that  the 
home  had  a simple  background;  her  hospitality  was  generous  and  genuine. 
Oceans  of  lemonade,  carloads  of  home  made  cookies,  and  tons  of  graham 
bread  and  butter  sandwiches  were  devoured  by  young  folks  under  her 
roof  ."5 

The  mother  was  thoroughly  democratic.^  Thou^  her  educational 
advantages  had  much  exceeded  those  of  most  of  the  women  her  age  in  her 
community,  she  did  not  feel  or  act  superior  to  any  one.  Her  lists  of 


^Miss  Anna  Ruth  Hiehert's  letter, 

^Mrs.  A.  Theodore  Mueller's  (Helen)  letter,  February  5,  1945.  She 
is  the  secretary  of  the  Western  District  Conference  in  the  office  in 
Newton,  Kansas.  Her  home  is  on  the  Bethel  College  campus. 

^Ihid. 

4 

Ibid. 

^Mrs.  Fenner's  letter. 

^Mra.  Albert  D,  Klassen’s  letter. 
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friends  was  almost  cosmopolitan,  including  not  only  artists,  professors, 
doctors,  ministers;  but  also  the  washer  woman,  the  despised  stable  boy, 
illiterate  immigrants,  lonely  people  of  every  age,  and  shut-ins.  "In 
one  instance  she  and  her  family  was  Invited  to  have  supper  at  the  home 
of  their  washer  woman.  There  was  no  question  about  accepting  the  in- 
vitation; they  felt  it  was  marvelous  of  her  to  invite  them.  Then  there 
was  the  poor  family  with  about  ten  children.  They  lived  in  the  Drcisnits 
— the  equivalent  of  the  wring  side  of  the  tracks.  In  that  home  the  mother 
was  in  bed  with  a new  baby,  and  Mother  (Mrs.  Klassen)  cheered  her  with 
visits  and  delicacies  to  tempt  her  appetite.  When  that  family  decided 
to  move  to  California,  Mother  invited  them  for  a good,  hot  meal  before 
they  left  our  town.  For  years  they  wrote  letters  to  us  because  they 
could  not  forget  Mother’s  kindness."! 

"She  was  always  outspoken  in  her  interests  in  the  community  with 
reference  to  church  organizations,  Sunday  School,  and  educational  en- 
deavors of  any  kind. "2  She  taught  a Sunday  School  class  (usually  youhg 
girls),  and  was  a pioneer  in  the  Bethel  Church  of  Mountain  Lake  when 
it  came  to  teaching  the  class  in  the  English  language.  "She  insisted, 
stoutly,  that  Sunday  School  was  not  the  place  to  teach  German  to  children 
who  did  not  know  the  language. "3  Any  teaching  she  did,  whether  in  dle- 
trict  school  or  Sunday  School,  was  done  with  real  thoroughness  and  dis- 
cipline. "She  won  the  friendship  and  cooperation  of  the  two  toughs  in 
her  classroom  by  showing  them  her  sincere  interest  in  and  friendship 
for  them. In  school,  Bible  was  a very  important  part  of  the  curriculum. 
Her  pupils  will  never  forget  her  ability  to  tell  Bible  stories.  When 
her  daughters  were  her  pupils,  they  felt  keenly  that  no  favoritism  was 
shown  them  just  because  they  were  her  children.  In  case  of  promotion, 
they  were  one  of  the  last  of  the  pupils  to  be  promoted. 

Mrs.  Klassen  had  many  fond  dreams  and  ambitions  which  were  never 
realized  in  th4  prime  years  of  her  life.  She  was  interested  in  the  field 
of  nursing,  but,  because  of  the  fact  that  she  had  dependents,  that  door 
was  closed.  Later  she  even  had  a Vague  plan  of  moving  to  Kansas — to 
Worth  Newton — after  her  daughters  were  grown;  and  then  again  attend 
Bethel  College,  enrolling  for  educational  courses  and  Bible.  She  now 
says,  "I  am  living  again  in  my  children."  She  glories  in  every  worth- 
while accomplishment  of  theirs.® 


^Mrs.  Mueller's  letter. 

^Mr.  B.  Bargen's  letter. 

^Mrs.  Mueller's  letter. 

^Mrs.  A,  D.  Klassen' s letter. 
^Ibid. 
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The  philosophies,  if  they  may  be  called  such,  of  Mrs.  Elassen 
are  beautiful.  Her  desire  vas  that  the  children  have  perfect  confidence 
in  her.  They  came  to  her  after  they  came  home  from  their  pej^ties,  and 
she  soon  knew  practically  everything  that  had  happened  at  the  party. 

Their  minds  still  cherish  the  beautiful,  happy  idea  of  what  the  word, 

•Mother"  means,  to  whom  they  could  always  come  with  their  sorrows,  prob- 
lems, and  joys,  because  she  was  interested  in  them  etnd  ready  to  listen*^ 

They  found  it  impossible  to  hide  from  her  any  childish  grief  or  unhappi- 
ness. Before  they  knew  it,  they  were  pouring  it  into  Mother's  sympath- 
etic ear.  Her  kind  counsel  calmed  and  comforted  them,  and  the  burden  was  , 
soon  forgotten. 2 .With  this  came  self-reliance,  responsibility,  and  co- 
operation, all  resulting  in  leJge  and  small  significil^nt  accomplishment  S.'S 

Although  her  daughters  enjoyed  the  mother  during  their  leisure, 
they  also  recogni7ed  her  firmness  in  obedience.  Her  word  was  sufficient 
reason  for  them  to  obey  without  delay.  She  rarely  punished  or  forced 
them.  They  often  thought  a spanking  would  have  hurt  less  than  a guilty 
conscience.  If  conduct  or  grades  were  unsatisfactory,  a soleum,  serious 
talk  was  conducted.*  One  of  the  daughters  relates  this  incident.  "I 
used  to  grumble  every  Saturday  when  I had  to  do  my  share  of  the  dusting. 
Suddenly  one  Saturday  I had  gone  too  far.  She  (Mother)  left  her  own  work  and 
did  the  stooping  and  dusting  while  she  forced  me  to  sit  in  the  rocker  and 
watch  her.  That  cured  me.  I would  rather  have  been  spanked. "5 

Mrs.  Klassen  early  taught  them  by  word  and  deed  that  first  things 
must  come  first,  and  that  material  things  are  valuable  only  as  they  are 
a means  to  a higher  end,  such  as  furthering  spiritual  development  or  In 
service  for  others.  She  taught  them  the  dignity  of  self-respect  and  the 
right  kind  of  pride.  "It  is  What  you  are — not  whet  you  wear — that  %flll 
make  people  love  and  respect  you."  So  they  tried  to  hold  their  heads 
high  and  to  look  the  world  in  the  eye  "bravely  in  a twice- turned  gown.*® 
Though  their  (Rothes  were  always  neat  and  clean,  the  mother  made  personal 
sacrifices  to  keep  the  girls  as  well-dressed  as  their  friends.  She  had 
been  the  youngest  and  realized  some  of  the  fundamental  things  she  had 
never  learned,  so  she  did  her  best  to  help  and  teach  her  daughters  in 
this  respect.'^ 


^Miss  Hlebert's  letter. 

®Mr..  A.  B.  Klassen' 8 letter. 
^Mrs.  Benner's  letter. 

^Mlss  Hlebert's  letter. 

^Mrs.  A.  D.  Klassen *8  letter. 
^Ibid.  *^Mrs.  Mueller's  letter. 
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In  the  field  of  religion,  she  was  tolerant  and  broadminded, 
never  warning  her  daughters  against  friends  of  other  faiths.  Baclal 
prejudice  was  not  part  of  her  make-un,  which  is  regarded  now  as  a price- 
less heritage  by  her  daughters.  She  taught  them  that  there  was  little 
chance  of  trouble  with  a teacher  if  they  had  the  nroner  attitude.  She 
taught  them  never  to  retire  with  any  wrong  unrlgkted  or  any  grudge  har- 
bored. Things  must  be  "all  right"  if  you  went  a peaceful  night.  She 
taught  that  prayer  and  faith  are  practical  powers  that  help  one  in  every 
nhase  of  life.  For  her  daughters,  God  became  very  real  and  easy  to  talk 
to.  They  hope  that  they  can  instill  this  feeling  in  their  children.! 

She  taught  them,  while  still  young,  that  it  was  nice  to  bring  Joy  in  the 
form  of  something  good  to  eat  or  a poem  of  encouragement  to  the  sick  and 
old.  Their  grandmother* s birthday  was  an  annual  holiday  for  the  mother 
and  her  girls.  The  girls  never  had  a birthday  without  fe  cake  until  they 
went  away  from  home, — even  then  one  was  often  sent  by  mail.  Their  mother 
was  "great"  for  observing  special  drys.  On  Valentine*s  Day  the  girls 
frequently  took  a box  of  home  made  candy  to  school.  Mrs.  Klassen  had 
the  knack  of  creating  surprise  packages — .home  made  cookies,  candy,  and 
little  gifts.  At  Christmas  there  was  always  a tree,  and  there  were 
modest  gifts  for  each  member  of  the  family. 

As  a result  of  the  mother's  influence,  the  daughters  all  develop- 
ed a deep  loyalty  toward  Bethel  College,  where  they  all  attended  and  were 
graduated,  except  Agatha.  She  had  two  years  of  college  and  then  preferred 
to  establish  a home  of  her  own, 

Mrs.  Klassen  taught  them  early  in  life  that  it  was  neither  a 
disgrace  nor  a humiliation  to  ask  for  forgiveness  when  they  had  wronged 
someone. 

There  was  a nice  sort  of  family  pride  in  their  home.  They  Celt 
it  was  something  to  be  a Hiebert.  Although  the  father  had  been  gone  a 
long  time,  they  still  kept  up  good  relationship  with  his  family.  The 
Hiebert 8 stood  for  high  ideals.  They  felt  that  there  were  certain  thin"* 
that  decent  people  simply  do  not  indulge  in.  For  that  the  daughters  are 
now  grateful. 

The  family  never  having  a car  made  it  practically  impoesible  to 
go  places;  but  they  always  had  fun.  There  was  a nice  back  yard  with 
apple  trees  under  which  many  picnics  were  enjoyed.  It  was  a popular 
place  for  neighbors  and  friends,  and  the  children  knew  where  "Tante 
Hiebert *s  cookie  tin  was. 

In  some  instances  Mrs.  Klassen  could  be  definitely  aloof.  A 
widower  or  bachelor  seen  knew  where  she  stood,  for  she  never  considered 
a second  marriage  until  the  daughters  were  grown,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  their  plans  and  desires.^  In  1929  she  did  marry  a second  time  to 


^Mrs.  A.  D.  Klassen* B letter.  ^Mrs.  Mueller's  letter. 
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Uto  Abraham  Klassen  of  rural  MoundridgCs,  Kansas,  at  that  time»  Since 
a vague  plan  had  long  been  to  come  to  Kansas,  her  decision  was  not  hard 
to  makes  although  she  was  not  to  reside  at  North  Nev'ton,  but  on  a faraio^ 
This  move  was  certainly  a highlight  in  her  lifec^  became  a mother 

and  grandmother  to  new  sten  children  and  step  grandchildren. 


Mrso  Klassea  was  quite  determined  and  set  in  her  ways.  There  was 
no  substitute  for  rromptnesso  Honesty-- though  it  might  hurt--was  always 
the  highest  and  best  policy  to  oursue.  Of  her  children  she  required  ths.t 
'oroperty-.-toys  and  persona],  belongings— be  treated  with  care.  Her  rather 
exacting  requirements  seemed  hard  at  times,  but  the  love  for  her  helped 
to  meet  thsm^  ande  as  a rule,  her  judgment  was  best,^  She  was  by  nature 
not  patient,  but  in  sickness  they  experienced  her  solicitude  and  tender- 
ness ,and  great  patience,'^ 


She  had  a way  of  making  epigrammatic  sayings  and  quoting  appro- 
privateproverbs,  frequently  humorous,  but  always  appropriate,^  They  were 
most  frequently  in  German,  '^Nach  dem  Lachen  folgt  das  Weinen,”  "Der  Kiueg- 
ste  gibt  uacho  ” ’’Was  sich  liebt  das  neckt  sich,  ” And  from  her  first  hus- 
band, Mr,  Hiebsrt,  she  repeated  thesej  ”So  Gott  will  und  wir  Lehen,  " ’•Bes- 
ser  Unrecht  ieiden  als  Unrecht  tun,”^  and  memy  more,  Mrs,  Klassen  admits 
that  people  have  criticized  her  forv/ard- spokenness  and  tendency  to  draw 
attention  to  herself.  She  wishes  she  had  her  father’s  personality,  which 
was  of  a quiet  n?itures  but  he,  nevertheless,  had  determination,  too,  which 


Mrs,  Klassen  evidently  inherited. 


In  spite  of  the  fact  that  her  out. 


spokenness  was  often  cause  for  embarrassment  and  hurt  feelings,  it  was 
often  for  the  good  of  society.  This  may  be  labeled  as  a virtue  rather 
than  a fault  of  hers. 


If  the  mother  of  these,  sometimes,  mlschievious  daughters  found 
that  the  oldest  was  really  to  blame,  she  would  say,  ’’Well,  that’s  all 
right  then,”  Later  it  became  a family  joke,  ”and  we  still  like  to  tease 
Mother  about  it,” 


^Interview  with  Mrs,  Abraham  J,  Klassen,  February  2,  1945, 

2 

Mr,  Bo  Bergen’s  letter, 

X 4 5 

Miss  Hiebert’s  letter,  Mrs,  Fenner’s  letter,  Mr,  B,  Bargen’s  letter, 

5 

Translation,  After  laughter  comes  crying. 

The  wisest  gives  in. 

Those  who  love  each  other  will  tease  each  other. 

So  God  wills  and  we  live. 

It  is  better  to  suffer  wrong  than  to  do  wrong. 


7 

. Interview  with  Mrs,  Klassen,  February  2,  1945. 
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The  ds,ughtc2’8  feel  that  they  have  not  reeeived  enough  training  as 
*aiodel  houskeeners’* ‘in  sevring  and  fancy  work?  probably  in  cooking*  tooo 
They  realize*  however*  that  she  was  ket>t  Susy  keening  the  clothes  mended 
and  clean.  Her  youngest  daughter  lias*  probably*  retsined  more  of  a com= 
T>lex  feeling  because  of  her  made-over  clothes*  which  is  typical  in  any 
family.  One  other  thing  has  made  the  younger  daughter  wonder.  She  was 
not  allowed  to  cut  her  hair  when  most  girls  her  age  ha,d  short  hair.  During 
the.t  age  of  fifteen  or  so*  that  ”diff erence'*  was  more  keenly  felt  than  it 
might  have  been  at  any  other  age*  To  her  it  was  not  the  long  hair  but  the 
“difference*  that  mattered.^  \ 

“Yes*  Mother  is  human  as  all  people  are.  She  scolds*  and  frets* 
and  finds  fault*  and  becomes  discouraged*  but  out  of  all  this  she  arises 
hanrjy  and  strong*  for  she  has  come  to  trust  in  a heavenly  Father  who 
never  forsakes.  Now  that  the  tale  of  years  is  growing  longer  and  shadows 
lengthen,  she  realizes  that  she  can  no  longer  undertake  the  strenuous 
tasks  she  once  performed  so  hanoily  for  us  all.  That  does  not  mean  that 
she  is  no  longer  working  for  those  riie  loves.  Each  day  we  know  that 
she  is  nraying  for  us>  Each  day  we  feel  the  challenge  which  is  ours 
because  of  those  prayers.  Each  day  we  dare  to  face  life's  realities 
with  a growing  assurance  that  we  can  depend  on  Christ  for  every  need. 

Her  trust  In  Christ  has  made  Christian  living  the  only  way  of  life. 

To  us  His  presence  is  a reality  and  His  fellowship  a joy.  This  ex- 
perience of  an  everpresent- Friend  has  been  made  vivid  and  precious  to 
us  because  of  her  confidence  in  Him.  Mother  desires  nothing  more  than 
to  help  others  enjoy  the  Christ  she  loves.  Throughout  the  years  we 
hove  come  to  depend  on  her  prayers  for  us,  and  we  trust  we  may  know  this 
blessing  throughout  many  more  years. "2 


Mueller's  letter,  ^Miss  Hiebert's  letter. 
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HER  EAVORITES 


Books 

The  Bible 

Otto  Funke’s  books 
Dora  Eappard'a  books 
•Helena  Huebner's  books 
A Lantern  In  Her  Hand 
B.  Stanley  Jone's  books 


Song 

"Trusting  Jesus  that  is  All" 

Magazine 

••Christian  Herald 
Bible  Verses 

would  grant  you  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory, 
to  be  strengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man; 

Phil,  4:13 — I do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me,  .. 

Food 

Good  bread 

Milk 

Soups 


•Read  to  the  children  for  entertainment, 

**She  has  read  it  since  she  was  a little  girl  and  she  still  sub- 
scribes to  it. 
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Hi; INRICH  GOTilET^,  A PIONBDS  MINISTBH 


Preface 

My  purpose  in  writing  this  "biography  of  the  Reverend  Heinrich 
Goertz  was  to  bring  about  a fuller  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the  lives 
of  our  forefathers.  The  research  work  which  I have  done  on  Heinrich 
Goertz’  life»  has  helped  me  to  understand  much  better  the  work  he  did  as 
a pioneer  minister, 

I feel  very  inadequate  to  wrlt»  about  a man  vtio  has  lived  such  a 
full  and  meaningful  life.  It  4;e  especially  hard  to  portray  the  real 
charact^^r  of  someone  whom  you  have  never  known  or  seen,  I feel  that  I 
have  not  done  him  justice,  and  that  perhaps  I have  misunderstood  some cfif 
his  acts  and  motives. 

I am  deeply  indebted  to  all  those  who  have  helped  me  gath<=>r  material 
end  have  givpn  me  valuable  information  for  the  writing  of  this  paper.  I 
wish  to  thank  the  following  for  their  help  in  personal  interviews!  Miss 
Anna  tJnruh,  Canton,  Kansas;  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Jacob  G.  Pankratz,  Goessel, 

Kansas;  my  grendfath«»r,  Jacob  Warkentin,  who,  since  mjr  interview,  has 
passed  away.  I wish  also  to  thank  my  father,  B.  0.  Marfcentin,  Newton, 
Kansas,  for  the  many  things  he  has  told  m#»,  at  various  times,  concerning 
his  grendfether,  Heinrich  Goertz.  I am  much  indebted  to  Cornelius  P, 

Ooertz,  Hillsboro,  Kansas,  for  the  use  of  Heinrich  Goertz'  Journal . which 
has  giv#»n  m<»  much  information  about  and  insight  into  th^  che-racter  of  the 
one  who  wrot»  it. 


* • * 

Today  we  ar^-  told  much  and  reminded  oft*»n  of  our  Mennonite  heritage. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  hardly  possible  for  us  to  appreciate  fully  the  work, 
the  suffering,  the  consecrated  living,  which  has  been  the  keynote  of  the 
growth  of  our  faith.  Men  and  women  have  given  their  lives  completely  to 
the  efforts  of  building  and  sustaining  the  Church, 

One  of  the  men  who  devoted  his  life  to  Christian  service,  was  my 
great-grandfather,  Heinrich  Go«rtz,  Everything  he  did  was  dominated  by 
his  strong  desire  to  serve  God  and  to  do  His  will;  he  trusted  implicitly 
in  the  divine  guidance  of  God.  During  his  life  he  was  forced  to  face 
many  trying  situations  and  to  endure  much  suffering,  but  he  never  weak- 
ened, and  with  God's  help,  he  was  always  victorious.  The  example  he  set 
for  others  by  his  life  was  the  greatest  contribution  he  could  have  given 
to  hit  descendants 


113 


y-' 


’yfyi  ■/ -T.  V' ■. --' ' ' ' • i-  '*'•  M 

■;■  Ati^l-S ' i^yy  #h4?4  .;  >"!3^i^»s..' ’<'••<  - '»••;'  {••/'^'.  .a 

■■  i;{Hcvi»??’o,.r.v  m<{o5  ,I-,,  a-  ■»  - ••  .-:■: '.-  •■•••<■•  '•  '.. 

i.tf  ■’ .( ‘^fy.rrrrf. '>5^! 


r't-.fl 


'•  y yjit.,  .■■*  ->  >uc:.)<U  '.-y  i*.'.v-,  .:•  .>.■•■»':' 

'•'  *'.  •..-'"’i'f-  ■ ?V-vdV  ■'i.vv.y-.-,?  ‘■•••^^'' 

■.;J:•;,^/V.^;;,U«J':^  ......  , tl-:;  ^ -v.;''"  i ;»»‘  ■ ,-■ 

■ ' . ■ ,■'  ■■'  . ■-  ■'■  -i'i  / ' ■'‘'*'  — ■-■ 


vriy^tr  '^-  -x  ^ 


.:.  iji  '-'jf-.Xi ' TA  : '«,'a  -4"»‘,'.  ■ ■'  'ii* 

; v rr  ^ fir  .n*.,  /: --y  X'-^hiiyry^  ■ 

;ii« Jtefiri  v:i-?'^  > ' A>..>;-' 'i  ;rj..)^;.  to  ■..'_  ^r;  ? >■  • ■i*'2 

■■\  ;r>: A*  ■•-'t 


"v  . ' ;J‘:  ■■■.  . !r.  .;  V ''  ; V;:>  «■■ 


. r--  ^ 


V'' 


..  . . ^ ■'  ;■  ^ -'  •-  ■-  ;<' 

*ki  • • r* y»r.-'  yi^y-.  '•■  r ■ *u<- 

't'  ' 


■ /,-  rih.'i4 


*c4-’i' 


y,_  J'r  ■ 

•'■■■  *^'%f iMft#'  V 

. ‘riS>.,'.] 

: rV 

* * .V  ^ - 

rfi(rv«hpff  .f^a ; 

• . 

■1^ 

r ir  ''rtC  ^i-  . •-.  t-"  ■ ' 

»yc  i J.  ^ 

i«  . • ' 

- .:•>< 

' '.'•i'j'S 

nf  t,/  4F‘^ 

f-  -'■ 

V,'  j.J-, 

' ■.'^'■'•V,  1-  Vi,,.';„;'>i,<ii''Vt.V?  ;i.  r '•^ 

. .;  } ?.ftv  ' ' 

•■r-i\:T-: 

• ;'tr‘  '.  v|r.  -■  -.7'/.;^  ,; 

; '•■■f'  'I'  1,-^ 

t.<t-'-y  ■ 

♦wruul.  '''r:,'i-*'  "ri  »^-«  •j'm-'X,:, 

■ V’^  '■’  ■.i,  • f ;.if  • 

:X  '■Tvfe/'' 

iSii:  • •• 

, <<■  4 


L*il  , .■'^;'-..i*'...  .'  ; ".■  rt 


'S'r.. 

ivk. 


r.f'v. 


• ■'■'  ,;V 


' ,..'  . VI 


114 


HeinricJa  was  born  in  South  Russia  on  April  iJ,  lb35,'^  Hia  father 
and  mothers  when  both  were  amall  children,  had  migrated  with  their  parents 
from  Germany  to  Russia  to  seek  freedom  from  militarism. 

After  years  of  labor  in  the  land  of  Russia,  his  parehts  became 
wealthy.  They  owned  a large  brick  home  with  shingles  of  tin  covering  the 
roof.  They  also  owned  a handsome  porcelain  stove,  the^pos session  of  which 
seemed  to  bestow  a certain  distinction  upon  the  owner.  Heinrich  and  his 
sister  wore  the  only  children.  Heinrich  must  have  had  a very  happy  and 
comfortable  childhood.  His  parents  always  had  a sufficient  number  of 
servants  to  do  the  hard  work,  so,  often  the  boy  and  hig  sister  would  sit 
in  the  large  orchard  near  the  hous#  and  sing  together, 

Heinrich  did  have  one  disappointment  during  the  early  years  of  his 
life.  His  childhood  desire  was  to  become  a doctor,  and  when  he  was  a 
young  man  he  asked  his  parents  if  he  could  follow  that  profession,.  His 
mother,  however,  would  hear  nothing  of  it.  In  those  days  most  doctors 
had  a v»ry  poor  reputation  and  many  of  them  were  atheists,  Heinrich  gave 
up  his  desire,  but  he  never  lost  interest  in  the  work  of  physical  healing. 
*ven  in  his  later  life  as  a minister  he  often  concocted  medicines  and 
tonics  from  various^herbs  with  which  he  attempted  to  heal  bodies  along 
with  healing  souls. 

Heinrich" 8 family  was  very  devout.  His  grandfather  had  been  a 
minister.  His  parents  were  concerned  that  their  children  receive  the 
proper  religious  training.  In  his  old  age,  Heinrich  wrote  in  his  Journal : 
"Oottelob,  wir  batten  beide  chls  wife  and  hj^mselfa  das  Gltlck  von  unsem 
lieben  Bltem  Ohrlstlich  ersogen  zu  werden,"’  He  took  the  Christian 
teaching  very  seriously;  he  decided  early  that  a life  without  Christ  was 
a useless  and  unfruitful  thing.  He  wrote  in  his  J oumal  many  years  later 
that  he  felt  he  had  often  been  very  weak  in  his  early  Christian  life,  but 
he  had  received  strength  many  times  from  Matthew  12,  verse  20s  "A  bruised 
reed  shall  he  not  break,  and  smokigg  flax  shall  he  not  quench,  till  he 
send  forth  Judgment  unto  victory," 


^The  exact  place,  or  town,  of  his  birth  is  not  known. 

2 

Interview;  Anna  Unrtih;  Canton,  Kansas;  January  1,  1946 
^Ibid.  ^Ibid. 

f) 

' Journal;  Heinrich  0o«rtz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  Tebruary  6,  1893, 
Translated,  this  statement  reads?  "Thank  God,  we  both  had  th»  good  fortune 
to  be  brought  up  by  Christian  parents." 
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When  twenty-three  years,  old»  Heinrich  hecame  engaged  to  Sara 
PankratZo  Ingagements  In  those  times  were  considered  an  Important 
occasion,  requiring  a formal  cerenony  in  the  church.  Heinrich  and  Sara 
were  married  several  weeks  later.  With  their  marriage  a new  and  differ- 
ent life  started  for  them.  It  was  filled  with  joys,  hut  also  with  sorrows 
and  worries,^ 

The  first  few  years  after  their  marriage,  they  lived  in  the  home 
of  his  parents,  ®heir  first  child  died  soon  after  birth;  the  second, 
however,  was  a strong,  healthy  child,  -^bout  seven  years  later  they  took 
a seven-year-old,  homeless  girl,  Anna  Stiller,  into  their  keeping.  Anna 
remained  with  them  until  she  was  married.  She  always  received  the  same 
prlveleges  as  did  their  own  children. 2 During  the  fourteen  years  follow- 
ing the  adoption  of  Anna,  five  children  were  born  to  HelnriA  and  Sara, 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  along  with  the  added  resposibillties  and 
duties  of  a home  and  farm,  Heinrich  was  given  new  and  Important  tasks. 

He  was  elected  Vorsanger  in  his  church  (the  Alexanderwohl  Church,  in  Russia), 3 
He  wrote  in  his  Journal  that  since  &od  had  seen  fit  to  bless  him  with  the 
gift  of  musical  talent,  he  was  very  happy  to  do  this  work  for  hls  Church. 

He  kept  his  position  as  Vorsanger  for  nine  years. ^ 

When  Heinrich  was  thirty- three  years  old,  he  was  forced  to  make  a 
decision  which  caused  him  much  concern.  The  Church  elected  him  preacher, 
which  position  he  felt  very  unworthy  and  Incapable  of  filling.  He  had  one 
weakness  which  he  felt  he  must  absolutely  overcome  before  he  could  accept 
this  responsibility.  He  was  very  fond  of  smoking — in  fact,  so  fond  that 
it  was  extremely  hard  for  him  to  give  up  his  pipe.  The  story  is  told  that 
during  the  time  he  tried  to  overcome  this  ha^it  he  would  throw  his  pipe  with 
all  his  strength  into  the  beet  patch  near  the  house.  Then,  several  hours 
later  hls  wife,  looking  out  the  window,  could  see  him  pacing  up  and  down 
the  length  of  the  patch,  struggling  %flth  the  tempjtatlon  to  go  out  and  te- 
trleve  hls  pipe.  He  finally  overcame  hie  difficulties,  however,  and,  with 
a heavy  heart  at  the  thou^t  of  his  unworthlness  for  such  a position,  he 
took  over  hls  new  duties. 5 


^Ibid. 

^Ibid,  At  her  marriage,  Anna,  received  the  usual  wedding  presents 
from  her  foster  parents.  They  were?  clothes,  bedding,  furniture,  a cow, 
calf,  and  pig,  an-^  one  himdred  dollars. 

^he  Vorsanger  of  the  church  was  the  song  director,  or  leader. 
They  had  no  musical  instruments  in  the  churches  to  accompany  the  singing, 
so  the  directors  of  singing  played  an  important  part  in  the  worship. 

Journal : Heinrich  Ooertz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  ITebruary  b,  1»93« 

^Intervlewi  Anna  Unruh,  Canton,  Kansas,  January  1,  19^5* 
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When  Heinrich  and  Sara  were  married  about  twelve  yeare  they  fac^fl 
a period  of  many  hardships  and  much  suffering.  It  was  at  about  this  time 
that  the  Russian  Kaiser  withdrew  the  promise  which  had  been  made  by  Queen 
Catherine  at  the  time  the  peace^seeking  Mennonites  came  to  Sussiao  She 
had  promised  the  German  immigrants  that  they  would  not  be  forced  to  take 
up  arms  or  take  part  in  military  training.  Now  the  Kaiser  suddenly  an- 
nounced that  the  Mennonites  would  be  given  a maximum  period  of  ten  years 
in  which  they  could  sell  all  their  belongings  and  leave  the  coTahtry  if 
they  wished  to;  for  after  twenty  years  they  would  be  put  under  complete 
control  of  the  Russian  Government  and  would  be  required  to  do  anything  it 
said.l 


The  people  were  distressed  at  this  declaration.  They  could  under 
no  circumstances#  if  they  wished  to  follow  their  religious  beli<feff^  and 
convictions,  remain  in  Russia.  Yet,  Inhere  could  they  go?  The  question 
was  uppermost  in  everyone's  mind. 


About  three  years  later  the  pressure  put  upon  them  to  leave  the 
country  was  so  great  that  they  sent  representatives  to  America  to  see  if 
it  would  be  advisable  to  go  there.  These  representatives  returned  sev- 
eral months  later  with  so  encouraging  a report,  that  jalans  for  the  journey 
were  begun. ^ 


In  the  fall  of  187^  Heinrich  and  Sara  sold  everything  they  owned. 
They  sold  their  land  and  buildings,  grain,  horses,  cattle,  and  household, 
goods  for  4,800  rubles.  This  was  far  less  than  the  goods  were  really 
worth,  but  since  they  were  eager  to  get  all  arrangements  made  they  had  to 
accept  what  was  offered  them.  By  the  time  they  came  to  America  and  had 
paid  the  expenses  of  the  voyage,  the  amotint  of  4,800  rubles  had  dwindled 
down  to  about  $2,000.00  in  American  money. 3 


In  July,  18y4,  they  started  their  journey  to  America.  Just  sev- 
eral days  before  their  departure,  a fifteen-year-old  orphan  boy,  Peter 
Bdlger,  was  brought  to  them  by  his  grandmother.  She  pleaded  with  them  to 
take  Peter  along  to  America.  Because  of  their  own  large  family,  Heinrich 
and  Sara  could  hardly  make  up  their  minds  as  to  whether  they  shotdd  take 
the  young  boy  or  not.  It  was  very  hard  to  refuse  the  boy,  however,  because 
he  begged  so  earnestly  to  go  along.  Then,  just  the  <^ay  before  they  were 
to  leave  they  received  the  boat  tickets  which  they  had  ordered.  But,  what 
had  happened?  There  was  one  extra  ticket.*'  An  almost  miraculous  mistake 
had  been  made.  The  official  had  sent  an  extra  ticket  which  had  never  been 
ordered.  And  it  was  made  out  for  a fifteen-year-old  boy.  Heinrich  and 
Sara  considered  this  a definite  leading,  of  God  to  take  the  boy  along,  so, 
he,  too,  became  a member  of  the  family.^ 


^Journal t Heinrich  Ooertz,  Goessel,  Kansas,  Kebruary  6,  1H93* 
^Ibid.  ^Ibid. 


117 


The  voyage  on  the  steamer,  Teutonia,  was  a very  difficult  ana  un- 
pleasant one.  However,  after  eighteen  flays  on  the  ocean  they  arrived  in 
New  York.  After  resting  awhile  they  ‘boarded  the  train  to  Kansas,  and  they 
arrived  in  Topeka  on  September  S,  1S74.  In  Topeka  the  Santa  Fc  Railway 


Company  gave  all  the  immigrants  quarters  in  an  old  factory  building,  where 
they  lived  four  weeks  under  very  jmpleasant  conditions.  While  staying  in 


The  day  before' Heinrich  and  Sara  were  supposed  to  leave  for  New 
Alsxanderwohl,  Marlon  Oounty,  where  they  had  chosen  to  go,  their  young  son, 
who  had  been  severely  ill,  diedo  They  were  forced  to  hury  him  hastily  the 
next  morning  before  they  left.  It  was  with  sad  hearts  that  they  left  Topeka. 


It  was  the  Sth.  of  October  when  they  arrived  in  their  new  settlement. 
The  Santa  Fe  Railway  Company  had  erected  two  large  buildings  (Immigrant 
Houses  they  were  called),  eacn  eighteen  oy  two  hundred  feet.^  In  these, 
three  hundred  people  lived  until  they  could  build  their  own  homes.  BaA 
family  was  allowed  a t%relve-foot  space  in  which  to  live.  The  divisions 
were  made  only  by  the  trunks  and  boxes  of  the  inhabitants. 3 


In  about  a month  Heinrich  and  Sara  moved  into  their  new  home.  The 
materials  for  the  framework  of  the  houses  had  been  furnished  by  the  Sante 
Fe  Hallway  Company.  The  inside  of  the  house  had  not  been  finished  and 
consequently  their  first  winter  was  very  cold  and  disagreeable.^ 

The  first  few  years  in  America  were  very  difficult  ones,  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  sustaining  thought  that  God  was  with  them  always,  it 
would  have  been  hard  to  keep  on.  Everything  had  to  be  purchased  and  "built; 
up,  for  they  had  absolutely  nothing  to  start  with.  He  wrote  in  his  Journal 
that  they  did  a great  deal  of  hard,  unfamiliar  work.  Breaking  sod,  plant- 
ing crops,  erecting  buildings,  were  all  part  of  the  dally  routine.  He 
wrote:  "Das  Sprlchwort,  'Aller  anfang  1st  Schwer, ' hat  sidi  auch  bie  uns 

hler  in  Amerika  im  volsten  sin  erftillt.**5 


^Ibid. 

p 

These  Immigrant  Houses  were  later  converted  into  a church  for  the 
Alexanderwohl  congregation, 

^Journal t Heinrich  Ooertz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  February  6,  1893* 

4 

Ibid. 

^Ibid.  This  statement,  translated,  reads;  "The  saying,  'all  be- 
ginnings are  (difficult,'  proved  Itself  to  bo  true  in  the  fullest  extent  to 
us  here  in  America." 


■ •’.u  X ^r^^.-yAP  jn . ‘ri^  .nc  ^^r-.  c - -:^.''T 

:iJ.  ■ !^9.  ,*r*f'',  ^_n.i  •»-.l?.  a:-  .<^^'•■■♦113,/^  , -if-- ■ iTt? 

. »)-*.;  ■'■•.•  ijj  ^ (>>>-;, 7-oci  -50'  'lA 

v'*'  ^ii  ..  .i-^fT-rvl'  •■•"  ■ 5 CiC':' * .'VftB  ao  r:^yC'f  nl  M'vH’f#. 

<'t»rlw  ,;;^''il.\.7*ii'f  V,'tv‘^^>i»'<;  ':«  /1i  ll '.»:•  -^  ;«<>■.■;  i,  • ri.'*  ^-’.'..ej  J'^cra^S 

.:'  -v  Liii¥  ..Sito  f ^ X9;'r-T 

'■  ^-  * (;fc-,  ■ ■■'..t' '<r5  X:fw  TV'  .yy-ft*:  -tuc  <■'»  *»!qd''rr 

'jo't.  ^^-  %‘vv;C,vv'<r  •j"X<ii9(f  •f,^'- 

4-tVi<  'Sra’O^  “tx»iJr  ;.4 V';  a.!  .'>a^vr!.o  *ify  ^ry^jjfO  , :‘V!5i#7'^^n*ic#rA 

v'fi  \vii  ';i,.i'^  -v-jifc  .Cif.  v .-^v^v*-'-  «M<f  ?«»ri 

'*;*?-«i;  ■'♦a'1.7  ,f-m-  «,-?v  vI  'C-^dj  ^(?J"nca  .-fror! 


*iat>tnu?t^.'  sf^ii  «X ,; ' 'vI'tTfl  r.a.Jj'  A.-d->»  isv  . ■ •'>  >.j  j .-^v 

'*^''ai.SXlrA> >»rjr  x;v#k?  ■n'l,  av  v ,•;  ^r:'i 

\.  ^ •4%'^'  f .i'  aie.  •?•  ■ '.'tairt  • cm4'  '%c  mtjB»  ( . ijs^)  \i  ■:-.  i»«r>«o3 

’■  <'.  d'  jurktd  ■ /-{s.-.  /.  •.'t  • 

' ‘ ^v‘ . aX*  '5»d  lisi'HW'- /Lt  , ."  ^ •^.'v  ’-'fftiui^ 

',.  ' ' ' / ^ ic:>.'V*Ti;  >c . ?»cxi' exv  x4  ¥>/vi  •;?:  ;,.*ii*^-!  arr»v- 

; »trt^':  ocr.,  ■'  a'xuS  ’^?ca  JnKir.M'S  f^injpwi  - V'Tv  ,-.  rrl 

■ • it'^s^Hyr' V'  '■>  TtXaHa ’aa 

'■<>««'  irs*jq[Oirf-  d^U-jKl  a«i  , '^^;,^gK^■-^'>  r.«vXhi^  '»t 

flit#  4X'tSi>  ,,^*iev  jffcv  y?;*:  Vt . *':'XJ>p(^stttC3' 

:.■ ' ','  ' ■'  • ■ 'K'  ,.  ' . ' ''  ■■  > ^ ■_ ' ■■  ■■'  ■' 

Jt  '*f  si'.5ac  '*n<!«v'  a-rav  aoiXiccrnUi. «‘?«'.t>',  >«.-'t  a’^rt  ..■.. 

difht  rm  « •■  .-'o^'.T'ac’ 

#r>i.f<'  v;..*,-!', j^-/|ffo»a6fi5|  «'£f  04?. -^at:  gijjWsvT'^^'^’  •>*;•;  C'.;  ayjid  '._r^- 

S 9.4d  iii  »H  ' .iiJ.tw  j’x4:}ft-  oi  ■?., '. y!-)+iT'’o??<fi  *SAiX  ; *f .:-1 , 

■_'  '^tf(»tq;  -t'hon  “yT^'te^rS.  ^ ^-Jlnrow  ‘'‘us^liis^isi/  \fitmi  to  X.T<*f,  V«#T^--  *.  .,***.  .. 

■ ';;;•■  ;<-K:  ^ dnUco'r  'pH&h  a.-t"  Id  tlsq-r.ltB-tT-ifcf'  : -V/d  ;<|oX^«*r9  .,i:»fT<n^ 

, • V}  iiowflii  a'ii.s  ji'a;'  .'TKl'-oa  75/1#'.’  , v*'rdv/ji*j 


■ '■  ■ .:  T’V.':  • , ;,....;  'r  .,  ■ • ]:'' 


'■ ' .;7»!3r  ■ ic*  ilstinisH'  t Iar‘to6T> ~“ 

V.-  . ,■,  ; - . . . -U£i- 


ir^  iii'!" 


#X.vT,- .'-id' 


^ ft f.X tut  '<■17.  rrl  v:,*  "tf*??!  f'^v^-rc  • * , f;-^xTrni- 

• ■ " . ‘ iti  t^xrtri  3U 


118 


Although  Heinrich  Ooertz  was  at  this  time  over  forty  years  old,  his 
real  contributions  to  his  community  were  just  beginning.  His  work  could 
be  classed  into  three  main  divisions—- the  contributions  he  made  as  minister 
of  the  Alexanderwohl  Church,  as  the  head  of  his  family,  and  as  a promoter 
of  higher  education  for  Mennonite  yo\ing  people. 

Heinrich  Ooerta  took  his  responsibilities  as  a minister  very  ser- 
iously and  worked  very  hard  to  fulfill  his  duties.  He  was  always  concerned 
about  the  welfare  of  his  Church  people,  and  he  visited  them  regularly. ^ 

He  staunchly  believed  that  God  definitely  led  him  to  do  certain  things. 

He  often  came  to  the  house  after  a morning  of  field  work  and  said  that  he 
felt  he  should  go  to  visit  one  of  his  Church  members  during  the  afternoon. 
And  it  frequently  happened  that  when  he  did  call  on  the  member,  the  person 
was  in  trouble  and  in  need  of  help.^ 

He  also  worked  as  a member  of  a committee  which  was  elected  to 
look  after  Church  members  who  were  less  fortunate  and  did  not  have  the 
means  of  supporting  themselves  after  tjieir  arrival  in  America.  He  and 
other  ministers  made  many  tripe  to  other  states  to  do  work  in  this  con- 
nection. 3 


It  is  said  that  he  memorised  many  passages  of  Scripture  and  that 
he  memorized  all  the  formal  ceremonies,  such  as  betrothal,j  marriage,  bapt- 
ism, and  fxineral.^  He  depended  on  0od_^  to  show  him  what  to  say  when  he 
preached  his  sermons.  One  time  he  forget  the  text  of  his  sermon  at  home, 
and  since  he  had  not  written  out  his  sermon,  he  was  at  a loss  for  something 
to  preach  on.  He  opened  his  Bible  at  random  and  talked  on  the  first  verse 
which  caught  hia  eye.  He  often  said  that  that  had  bee  one  of  the  best 
sermons  he  ever  preached.' 


Heinrich  Ooertz  was  a strict  and  uncompromising  father.  He  believed 
in  keeping  his  children  under  rigid  discipline.  Perhaps  at  times  he  seemed 
cranky  and  almost  unreasonable  in  his  exacting  demands,  but  his  children 
grew  up  to  respect  and  love  him,  Heinrich  Ooertz  was  concerned  that  his 
children  be  taught  the  merits  of  being  completely  truthful  and  honest.  When 
his  children  were  still  quite  small  they  had  a hired  hand  who  once  told 
the  little  ones  some  fantastic  and  exaggerated  sto'rles  of  his  home  country. 
The  children,  very  much  excited  about  the  wonders  of  this  place,  told  their 
father  about  it.  He  did  not  tell  them  that  the  boy  had  been  telling  un= 


^Interview;  Jacob  0.  Pankratz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  December  3^*  19^» 

^Informal  conversation  with  my  father,  E.  0.  Warkentln.  Newton,  Kansas. 

^Journal I Heinrich  Ooertz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  February  6,  1S93. 

^Interview*  Jacob  0,  Pankratz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  December  30,  1944. 
c 

0.  Warkentln,  Nevrton,  Kansas. 
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truths;  he  went  to  the  hoy  himself  and  very  earnestly  asked  him  never  to 
tell  his  children  stories  like'  that  again. ^ 

Because  of  his  own  meager  education,  Heinrich  Ooertz  was  very  eager 
that  as  many  of  his  children  as  possible  should  go  to  school.  He  knew  how 
difficult  it  was  to  accomolish  anything  when  one  had  no  education,  and  he 
wanted  his  descendants  to  have  the  onportunities  he  had  never  had.  There- 
fore, when  Bethel  College  was  organized  he  was  very  much  interested  In  the 
project.  He  was  one  of  the  thirty  men  who  signed  the  charter  of  the  College 
on  May  11,  1887.  in  later  years,  two  of  his  grandchildren  received 
scholarships  to  Bethel  College  for  the  money  and  work  he  had  donated  to  the 
school. 


Heinrich  Ooertz  died  on  December  22,  1904.  Shortly  before  his 
death  he  wrote  in  his  Journal  that  when  he  looked  back  over  his  life  and 
the  work  he  had  done  he  felt  that  he  had  often  failed  in  fulfilling  his 
obligations.  All  that  he  could  do,  he  wrote,  was  to  pray  with  the 
Psalmist;^ 

"Hear  my  prayer,  0 Lord,  give  ear  to  my  supplications:  in  thy 
faithfulness  answer  me,  and  in  thy  righteousness. 

And  enter  not  into  Judgment  with  thy  servant:  for  in  thy  sight 

shall  no  man  living  be  Justified."  Psalm  143;  1-2. 


^Ibid. 

P.  Peters,  History  and  Development  of  Education  A™ong  Uie 
Mennonltes  in  Kansas.  Hillsboro,  Kansas,  1925,  pp.  106,  106. 

^Journal » Heinrich  Ooertz,  Ooessel,  Kansas,  February  6,  1893. 
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■Preface 

Some  months  ago  I was  privileged  to  address  the  congregation  at 
the  Kmraaus  church  near  Whitewater,  To  open  the  pulpit  Bible  there » ejid  to 
speak  from  that  pulpit*  gave  me  one  of  my  most  unforgettable  eiqoeriences. 
It  was  the  same  Bible  which  my  grandfather  opened*  and  it  was  the  same 
pulpit  from  which  he  ministered.  Ever  since  that  time  the  desire  to  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  his  life  has  grown.  The  writing  of  this  story 
has,  to  a certain  extent*  given  me  that  experience. 

My  purpose  for  the  writing  of  this  biography  was  twofolds  to  give 
factual  knowledge  about  his  life,  and  to  describe  the  unfolding  of  his 
character.  In  trying  to  accomplish  this  I was  keenly  aware  of  three  lim- 
itations. 


First , I was  unable  to  make  personal  interviews  with  those  who 
had  known  him,  as  I would  like  to  have  done.  Second,  my  time  was  def- 
initly  limited  due  to  this  being  an  assignment  in  a class  of  English  com- 
position at  Bethel  College,  and  third,  my  own  personnal  limitations  stood 
in  the  way. 

The  first  two  account  for  a limited  amount  of  material.  To 
intelligently  write  a biography  one  needs  an  abundance  of  factual  and 
Illustrative  evidence.  The  last  limitation  accoxints  for  all  the  errors. 

May  the  reader  forgive  me  where  these  have  become  so  evident  and  where  I 
have  ignorantly  misinterpreted  the  information  given  to  me, 

I want  to  thank  all  those  from  whom  I received  any  source  material 
whatsoever.  Besides  those  names  listed  in  the  Bibliography,  I would  '’ike 
to  give  special  recognition  to  my  aunt,  Mrs,  Willie  Harder,  my  mother,  iirs, 
Henry  B.  Wiebe,  and  Grandfather's  sister,  Mrs,  Anna  Toevs, 


Introduction 

Rising  high  above  the  right  bank  of  the  Nogat  river  near 
Marienburg,  West  Prussia,  stands  one  of  the  most  remarkable  castles  of 
the  Middle  Ages.  .It  was  during  the  thirteenth  century  that  the  Knights  of 
the  Teutonic  Order  built  this  stately  "Burg",  which  for  one  and  a half 
centuries  served  as  the  seat  of  the  grand  masters,^  This  magnificent 
brick  structure  is  better  known  as  the  ^firlenburgej 


^ The  Haw  Intarnat ional  ^pcy  cl opaed ia  (2d  edition),  Vol,  15-16, 


p.  RH 
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of  the  largest  and  most  strongly  xortified  ‘b’-iildings  in  Germanyo^  Its 
cleancuto  brick  walls  with  their  sturdy  towers;  the  steep  roofs  of  the 
smaller  buildings,  the  Porburgn  gracefully  protruding  above  the  walls; 
the  stately  Mltteischloss  lifting  its  head  above  all  of  these;  and  finally, 
the  majestic  Alt  or  Mo chichi oss  towering  loftily  and  nobly  to  such  heights 
that  it  can  be  seen  for  many  furlongs  distance;  all  of  these  help  to  con- 
vey a feeling  that  is  akin  to  Luther when  he  wrote  Sin  Feste  Burg  1st 
Uneer  Gotti 


Five  centuries  after  its  construction,  a boy  was  bom  in  the 
shadow  of  the  Marienburger  Schloss,^  This  was  nothing  unusual.  Many  boys 
were  born  in  sight  of  that  monumental  structure,  but  it  seems  that  this 
boy  was  somehow  to  carry  some  of  the  solid  characteristics  of  the 
Marlenb^Jirger  Schloss  throughout  his  life.  Many  years  after  he  had  lived 
his  full  three  score  years,  one  of  his  own  descendants  described  his 
character  with  one  word,  "steadfast”,^  It  is  as  though  the  mere  sight  of 
this  majestic  old  castle  had  indelibly  imprinted  some  of  those  sturdy 
qualities  into  the  personality  fibers  of  his  youth;  hence  his  entire  life 
seems  to  be  molded  after  the  Marienburger  Schloss, 

With  this  remarkable  castle  of  the  Middle  Ages  in  the  background, 
we  shall  view  the  life  of  Bernhard  Wiebe  in  this  manners  Vorburg,  the 
Boy,  Mltteischloss.  the  Man,  and  Hochschloss,  his  Ministry, 


On  July  11,  1859,  Bernhard  Wiebe  was  bom  at  the  family  estate  at 
Simmonsdorf,  Marienburg,  West  Prussia,^  His  father,  Heinrich  Wiebe,  had 
bought  the  family  estate  from  his  sisters  just  before  his  marriage  to  Marie 
Fast,  March  20,  1865,®  Two  other  sons  preceded  Bernhard,  Johannes  and 
Heinrich,  who  bore  the  names  of  their  maternal  and  paternal,  grandfathers 
respectively. 6 Bernhard  was  named  after  a much  beloved  grandiancle,  a 
bachelor  brother  of  his  paternal  grandmother,  whom  the  children  called 
"Herr  Ohm" . ^ 


^Incyclopedla  Britannica  (l4th  edition),  Vol,  14,  p,  886. 

^Family  Notes*  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs,  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  1942.  "-every 
time  I stepped  out  of  our  house  I saw  before  me  the  majestic  grandeur  of 
the  Marienburg  castle." 

\etterl  Mrs.  Willie  Harder,  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  January,  1946. 
^Obituary!  printed  in  The  Herald,  Newton,  Kansas,  July  1921, 
^Family  Notes;  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs. 

See  Appendix,  "^Family  Notes;  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs. 
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The  happy  Mennonlt®  family  grew.  When  Bernhard  was  two,  a bahy 
brother  entered  the  family  circle,  and  at  five,  a baby  sister,^  His  mother 
was  not  strong,  and  in  order  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the  home,  ifdien 
Cornelius,  his  baby  brother,  was  bom,  Bernhard  went  to  live  with  his 
grandmother,  Margarethe  Fast,  in  a nearby  villageo^  Here  he  lived  for  six 
years,  until  he  was  eight,  receiving  an  early  training  in  his  social  life 
as  he  played  together  with  the  village  children.  His  Godfearing  grand- 
mother directed  his  growth  as  he  began  to  attend  the  village  school. 

One  day  after  he  had  begun  school,  his  classmates  persuaded  him 
that  it  was  an  easy  thing  to  remain  out  of  school  if  one  so  desired,  pro- 
viding he  was  careful  to  stay  in  hiding.  This  seemed  interesting  to  young 
Bernhard.  One  lovely  spring  instead  of  going  to  school,  he  remained 

in  his  grandmother" 8 barn  to  play.  It  exciting  for  some  time,  and  no 
one  saw  him,  but  soon  the  day  began  to  drag.  When  the  inviting  smell  of 
dinner  reached  him,  the  little  truant  nondialantly  walked  into  his  grand- 
mother's kitchen  as  though  he  had  returned  from  school  for  his  usual  noon 
meal—but  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  only  ten-thirty  in  the  morning. 
Grandmother  did  the  effective  thing,  and  little  Bernha,rd  faithfully  at- 
tended school  after  that .5 

This  is  an  example  of  the  lessons  which  young  Bernhard  learned 
from  his  grandmother  during  these  early  years.  While  with  her  his  contact 
with  his  family  was  more  than  one  would  at  first  suspect.  Besides  the 
regular  family  visits,  his  three  brothers,  Johannes,  Heinrich,  and 
Cornelius,  suid  his  sister,  Mna,  would  often  visit  grandmother  in  the 
nearby  village  of  Pordenau.^  The  family  tie  was  strong  from  the  very 
beginning. 

Burlng  the  spring  of  1866,  Bernhard's  quiet  tempered  father  suf- 
fered a stroke.  Eleven  days  later,  April  9e  be  died.  For  the  grief 
stricken  mother  with  her  five  children  this  was  the  beginning  of  testings 
that  proved  to  ripen  their  faith  in  God.  After  his  father's  death, 
Bernhard's  mother  wrote  in  her  diary,  "So  I remained  alone  with  my  orphans. 
But  Oofl  not  forsake  me. "5  This  is  one  of  the  many  indications  of  her 
simple  and  serene  life  of  faith. 

At  this  time  the  grandmother  came  to  live  in  the  home,  and 
Bernhard  was  again  united  with  his  mother,  brothers,  and  sister.  On 
June  U,  1868,  Bernhard's  mother  remarried  to  Heinrich  Entz.'  Nearly  five 
years  later  tragedy  entered  the  home  again.  Bernhard's  stepfather  passed 


See  Appendix, 
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away  on  January  22 c 1873o"^  After  bixe  death  of  his  father*  and  also  after 
the  death  of  his  stepfather,  during  years  when  help  was  so  bad]Q}r  needed  to 
manage  the  estate,  the  favorite  granduncle,  Bernhard  Reimer,  lived  with 
the  familyo'^ 

Although  life  in  the  home  was  broken  by  these  heart  searching 
tragedies,  there  seemed  to  remain  an  ever  deepening  undercurrent  of 
stability  and  peaces  The  mother  was  necessarily  the  center  around  whom 
the  family  revolved.  Her  concern  for  the  children  was  genuinly  felt  by 
all. 

During  these  dark  days  young  Bernhard  must  often  have  heard  his 
mother  sing  her  favorite  hymn,  "Jesus  Ohrist,  my  sure  defense."^  She 
wrote  in  her  diary,  "Sometimes  I feel  forsaken  of  God  and  all  who  were 
dear  to  me.  But  I thank  God  for  his  discipline  for  it  is  for  our  good,  I 
pray  God  to  grant  me  grace  that  I may  appear  with  my  children  before  His 
Throne  and  be  able  to  says  'Lord  here  am  I,  and  those  whom  Thou  has  given 
to  me.  Hot  a one  of  them  is  lost. ' 0 God  grant  me  this  gracej"^ 


Once  the  three  brothers  had  gone  to  visit  grandmother  at  Pordenou, 
As  usual  they  were  to  return  home  on  the  follov/ing  afternoon.  The  hours 
of  that  day  passed  on,  and  at  dusk  the  boys  had  not  returned.  The  mother 
was  anxiously  watching  at  the  window  when  the  granduncle,  Herr  Ohm,  en- 
tered the  room.  Turning  to  him  she  said,  "When  the  children  left  I prayed 
God  to  return  them  safely  to  me."  Herr  Ohm  answered,  "If  you  have  done 
that,  then  they  will  soon  be  here."  and  so  they  were,^ 


As  a ladVhaving  injured  his  knee,  Herr  Ohm  had  to  walk  with  a 
crutch  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  active  mind,  his  accon^lishment  at  wood- 
working were  helpful  in  his  managing  the  estate  after  the  father  and  step- 
father died.  He  also  contributed  greatly  to  the  education  of  the  children, 
He  aroused  in  them  a keen  interest  in  machinery,  and  the  boys  also  learned 
to  play  chess  from  him.® 


Herr  Ohm  was  a great  story  teller.  He  loved  to  gather  the 
children  about  him  in  the  twilight  hour,  smoke  his  long  pipe,  and  tell 
them  a story.  At  the  point  of  greatest  suspense,  he  would  always  pause 
to  tend  to  his  pipe.  If  the  children  begged  him  to  finish  his  story  he 
would  place  them  in  a dilemma  by  asking  them  one  question,  "Have  you 
learned  to  wait?"  If  they  answered  in  the  negative  then  he  urged  them  to 
learn.  If  they  answered,  "Yes"  then  he  would  reply,  "Well,  then  wait," 
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When  Harr  Ohm  died  on  Novemher  16^  1874b  the  family  lost  a faithful 

friend.l- 


During  these  years  the  mother  continued  to  watch  tenderly  over  her 
little  flocko  Her  guidance  was  more  than  a negative  advice.  She  not  only 
warned  them  against  the  ways  of  the  worldi,  hut  was  just  as  quick  to  suggest 
an  alternative.  She  was  the  value  of  wholesome  recreation  in  the  life  of 
children  and  young  people. 

One  summer  she  planned  that  her  hoys  should  attend  the  fair  at 
Danzig,  thirty  miles  Northwest  of  Marienhurg,^  So  one  morning  the  house- 
hold was  XQ)  earlier  than  usual.  Having  done  their  chores,  washed,  dressed, 
and  having  eaten  a harried  breakfast,  the  hoys  were  given  spending  money 
for  the  day  and  much  sound  advice  from  the  mother.  After  thier  trip  to 
Danzig  hy  rail,  and  a few  hours  of  lavish  spending  of  their  money  at  the 
fair,  they  began  to  feel  hungry.  Soon  after  dinner  they  were  "flat  broke", 
and  they  had  not  eaten  a bite.  Their  ravenous  hunger  drove  them  to  visit 
their  Uncle  Kroeker's  home  at  Hochzeit,  within  walking  distance  of  Danzig, 
where  their  plight  was  discovered  and  they  were  properly  fed.  This  ex- 
perience at  the  fair  was  a cause  of  endless  jesting  in  later  life.^  (I 
would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  my  own  brothers  to  this  incident,  for 
they  suffered  a similar  experience,) 

After  the  Franc o-Pr us sian  War  of  1870-71,  life  for  Mennonites  in 
Prussia  began  to  change.  The  ways  of  the  world  began  to  crowd  in  on  the 
little  family.  The  probability  of  compulsary  military  training  for  the 
boys  gave  the  mother  a great  deal  of  concern.  Her  correspondence  with  a 
cousin,  Johann  Janzen,  whose  father  founded  the  village  Hansau  at  the 
Tract  by  the  Volga, ^ gave  her  an  ideal  picture  of  Russiao  There,  at  the 
settlement  in  Russia,  her  children  would  be  free  from  military  service, 
and  temptations  from  worldly  amusements  and  liquor  would  be  at  a minimum. 
Therefore,  in  spite  of  the  negative  advice  of  all  the  relatives,  she 
decided  to  move.  In  1876,  many  of  the  Mennonites  from  the  Heuboden  church 
moved  to  America,  but  this  brave  mother  with  her  four  sons  and  one  da^jghter, 
was  the  only  family  to  leave  for  Russia,  Henry,  the  second  oldest  sor„ 
who  had  left  eighteen  months  earlier,  returned  nox^  to  help  the  family  move.' 

Bernhard  was  seventeen,  and  one  can  imagine  with  what  youthful 
zest  he  welcomed  this  exciting  change.  He  not  only  looked  forward  to  the 
excitement  of  a new  and  strange  coxintry,  but  he  also  anticipated  the 
making  of  new  friends  and  acquialntances , We  think  of  him  now  as  a yoxing 


^Family  Notes:  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs. 

^Bncyclopaedia  Britanlca  (I4th  edition),  Vol.  14,  p.  886. 
‘^Family  Notes'  Mrs,  Anna  Toevs. 
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man,  *witty  and  full  of  funo"^  He  had  a social  consciousness  which  was  to 
stand  him  in  good  stead  many  times  in  later  life.  This  tall,  hardy  youth 
was  now  heginning  on  a pilgrimage  that  turned  out  to  he  longer  than  sus- 
pected. Back  of  those  steady  blue  eyes  was  a mind  and  heart  that  would 
unfalteringly  hear  many  responsibilities.  His  life  was  soon  to  prove  the 
Biblical  meaning  of  the  Christian  as  a stranger  and  pilgrim  in  this  world 
whose  citizenship  is  in  heaven. 

The  foundation  stones  had  been  layed.  The'  Vorburg  of  his  life  was 
complete. 


Mlttelschloss;  The  Man 


The  estate  was  sold  for  eighteen  thousand  "Thaler,"  and  in  the  fall 
of  1076,  the  family  left  Germany,  never  to  return.  The  oldest  son,  John, 
remained  at  KSnigsburg  another  year  because  of  military  training.  In  . 
Russia,  Bernhard's  second  oldest  brother,  Henry,  stayed  in  the  Jantzen 
hone,  and  he  himself  lived  with  another  cousin  of  his  mother.  The  mother, 
daughter,  and  Cornelius  lived  in  their  small  house  in  the  same  community. 2 
Soon  after  their  arrival  Bernhard  was  baptized  upon  his  confession  of 
faith  by  Blder  David  Hamm,’^  and  joined  the  Hahnsau  Church  at  the  Saratof 
Tract. 


During  the  next  four  years  he  lived  in  somewhat  of  an  ideal 
environment  in  this  Mennonite  settlement.  In  fact<,  it  seemed  highly 
probable  that  he  would  remain  there  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  But, 
in  1880  the  Ruseism  government  closed  the  period  for  exemption  from 
military  training.  However,  the  government  offered  forestry  service  to 
the  Mennonite  young  men  in  place  of  actual  military  duty.^ 

Again  the  mother  was  greatly  concerned.  Her  oldest  son,  who  by 
this  time  was  married,  could  probably  remain  in  Russia  without  this  change 
effecting  his  freedom.  The  rest  of  the  boys  would  certainly  be  affected. 
Because  of  this  change  in  governmental  policy,  three  parties,  consisting 
of  eighty  families  in  all,  left  the  settlements  of  Saratof  and  Molotschua 
during  the  Summer  and  Fall  of  1800.  They  hoped  to  find  refuge  in  Asiatic 
Turkestan  where  several  smaller  principalities  were  not  yet  subject  to 
Russian  militarization  laws.®  Bernhard  with  the  rest  of  the  family, 
excepting  John,  joined  one  of  these  three  groups.  For  fifteen  long  weeks 
the  little  Caravan  of  covered  wagons  endured  an  endless  number  of  hard- 


^Letter;  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Wlebe  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  January  16,  1945. 

? 3 

xamlly  Notes:  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs.  Ibid. 

^C.  Henry  Smith,  Tli£  Story  aX  Mennonitei  (Berne,  Indiana:  The 
Mennonite  Book  Concern,  194l). 
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shipso  They  traveled  throiigh  moisiitains  and  rivers  * and  encountered  'bandits, 
sickness,  and  other  hardships.  After  the  trying  winter's  stay  at  Tashkend, 
in  Turkestan,  they  lived  for  laany  months  in  their  wagons,  being  driven 
back  and  forth  between  countries,  Turkestan  refused  them  and  Bokhara  not 
permitting  them  to  settle  in  their  countries. 

During  these  dark  days  one  of  the  authorities  of  Bokhara  became 
suspicious  of  this  unwanted  band  of  pilgrims.  One  day  he  sent  armed  men 
on  horseback  to  investigate  the  nature  of  the  foreigners.  Excitement  ran 
high.  Was  this  a friendly  visit?  Would  they  receive  an  offer  to  enter 
Bokhara?  Or  were  the  intentions  of  this  visit  of  a different  nature? 

After  a brief  conference  with  these  rough  soldiers,  the  leaders  of  the 
groxjp  announced  that  some  of  their  number  would  have  to  go  with  these  men 
as  hostages,  Bernhard  was  one  of  the  three  men  that  were  chosen.  As  they 
rode  away  under  the  watchful  eyes  of  their  captors,  they  wondered  how  long 
it  would  be  before  they  would  be  able  to  return"“if  they  returned. 

After  some  hours  of  riding,  they  entered  a village,  and  came  to  a 
halt  near  a high,  brick  tower.  Dismounting  they  were  stripped  of  all  per- 
sonal possessions,  and  with  insufficient  clothing  were  locked  tqp  in  one  of 
the  tower  rooms.  It  was  a cold  long  night.  The  dampness  of  the  tower 
walls  and  bare  floor  did  not  help  their  plight.  The  next  day  their  captors 
returned,  and  they  were  released.  With  thankful  hearts  they  returned  to 
their  can5>  that  evening,^ 

Months  passed  by.  Finally,  after  crossing  a desert  by  camel  and 
horse,  and  after  .journeying  down  n tributary  of  the  Amu  river,  they  were 
allowed  to  settle  at  Khiva. ^ 

But  this  was  not  the  end  of  their  troubles.  They  suffered  dis- 
eases and  were  molested  by  marauders  almost  continually. 

It  was  during  their  wsuidering  between  Turkestan  and  Bokhara,  in 
1882,  that  Bernhard j as  a young  man  of  twenty-three,  entered  into  holy 
matrimony  with  Miss  Katherine  Graves,  one  of  the  girls  in  that  caravan,-^ 

The  wedding  waf  a double  ceremony,  Bernhard’s  sister,  Anna,  was  married 
to  a young  man  by  name  of  Henry  Toevs,  This  double  wedding  took  place  in 
a Moslem  Kosque,  the  Reverend  Jacob  Toevs,  father  of  the  groom,  performing 
the  simple  ceremony,  Hla  text  was  John  14*27,  "Peace  I leave  with  you,  toy 
peace  I give  unto  yous  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I unto  you.  Let  not 
your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  It  be  afraid," 


^Letteri  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs,  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  February,  1945. 

, pp.  4hP  62. 

*^Obltuary  ‘^Family  Notes:  Mrs,  Anna  Toevs, 
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That  simple  wedding  service,  taking  place  in  the  quiet  atmosphere 
of  a foreign  Mosque,  must  have  been  encouraging  to  the  travel  worn  pilgrims.' 
The  impression  was  deepened  by  the  contrast  between  the  words  of  the  min- 
ister as  he  read,  "Peace  I leave  with  you,  my  peace  I give  unto  you:  . . 
and  the  strange  and  troublesome  surrotindings.  Surely  that  small  group  of 
homeless  and  silent  listeners  felt  the  very  presence  of  an  unseen  G-uestI 
Vhat  quiet  thoughts  must  have  entered  the  mind  of  our  young  Bernhard^  as 
the  vows  were  made  and  he  took  the  hand  of  Katherine  into  his.  Tribula- 
tions and  distresses  were  surely  overshadowed  by  the  peace  of  heart  and 
mind  that  must  have  been  theirs  at  that  moment.  I believe  that  the  in- 
ward serenity  which  was  present  at  that  wedding  followed  him  and  his  bride 
throughout  the  rest  of  their  lives,  and  was  often  the  power  that  stayed 
them  through  many  more  hardships. 


It  would  soon  be  five  years  now  since  they  had  left  their  pros- 
perous communities  in  fiussia.  Conditions  were  not  in5>roving  at  Khiva. 

The  eighteen  thousand  "thaler,"  for  which  the  mother  had  sold  the  old 
estate  in  Germany,  were  running  low.  Others  in  the  group  had  to  be  sup- 
ported. It  was  finally  evident  that,  unless  a change  for  the  better  soon 
came,  they'  would  either  have  to  suffer  complete  poverty  or  leave.  Hence, 
the  decision  was  reached  that  a number  of  families  go  to  America.  That 
year,  1884,  they  were  on  their  way  again.  Going  back  to  the  tract  in 
Russia,  they  made  preparations  for  the  trip  to  America.  Late  that  summer 
they  boarded  a steamer.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  half  of  another  ^ 
continent  they  finally,  on  September  12,  1884,  arrived  in  Newton,  KansasJ 
Here  they  were  met  by  old  friends  who  had  come  from  both  the  communities 
in  Russia  and  West  Prussia,  Although  the  farewell  from  Russia  was  sad, 
surely  the  welcome  received  here  was  a happy  occasion.  One  year  later 
grandfather's  brother,  Henry,  arrived  in  Kansas  too,^ 


Now,  with  the  exception  of  John  who  was  still  at  Hohendorf  Russia, 
the  entire  family  settled  in  the  Whitewater  community.  Here  in  America 
they  found  their  final  haven.  Even  though,  when  he  stepped  off  the  train 
in  Kansas,  Grandfather  gave  his  last  five  dollars  to  a friend  in  the  group 
who  was  traveling  on  to  the  Oklahoma  territory,  the  price  for  freedon;  of 
worship  was  not  too  high. 

Now  Grandfather  began  to  farm,  A son,  Henry,  had  been  born  be- 
fore leaving  the  old  country.  Now  his  first  task  was  to  supply  the  needs 
of  his  family.  Being  used  to  many  hardships,  the  pioneer  life  in  Kansas 
was  bearable;  at  least  they  had  freedom  of  worship  and  were  among  friends. 


^Prom  here  on  I will  refer  to  Bernhard  as  "grandfather". 
^Letter:  Mrs,  Win  le  Harder. 

'^Family  Notes!  Mrs.  Anna  Toevs. 
better!  Mrs.  Willie  Harder. 
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The'ag«d  mother,  now  failing,  lived  in  the  homes  of  her  various 
children.  In  March  of  1891,  she  came  to  live  with  Grandfather,  He  had 
"bought  a farm  near  Whitewater  and  had  furnished  a room  for  her  in  their 
home,^  She  was  happy.  But  her  health  soon  failed  her  and  on  Septem"ber 
Second  of  tha.t  year,^  she  quietly  went  to  meet  the  One  whom  she  had  learned 
to  know  so  well  while  she  tarried  on  this  earth. 

After  the  going  home  of  the  mother,  it  seemed  that  the  children 
desired  more  and  more  that  their  oldest  "brother,  who  was  still  in  Hussia, 
might  join  them.  Their  urgent  invitations  soon  "bore  fruit,  and  on  May  16, 
1893,  Uncle  John  Wie"be  and  faraily  arrived  at  Whitewater.^ 

During  the  months  that  followed,  these  happy  families  visited  to- 
gether almost  continuously. 

In  the  mean  time,  Grandfather's  family  was  growing.  Another  son, 
Bernhard,  and  two  daughters,  Marie  and  Catherine,  were  born.  These  years 
in  which  the  family  grew  up  were  years  of  rich  experience. 

Grandfather  was  a lover  of  children.  He  did  not  just  take  children 
for  granted,  but  was  quick  to  speak  to  children  and  gain  their  friendship. 
Three  events  of  the  year  were  outstanding  days  for  the  children  in  hie 
home.  These  were  the  family  picnic,  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  the  day  that 
the  circus  came  to  town.  Grandfather  had  not  forgotten  how  he  and  his 
brothers  had  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves  at  a fair  in  their  youth. 

In  fact,  he  and  his  brothers  never  tired  of  telling  the  children  about  that 
experience,^ 

The  family  picnic  was  the  highlight  of  the  year.  Grandfather  and 
his  brothers  loved  nothing  more  than  to  take  their  families  on  this  annual 
event  to  some  cool  creek  or  lake,  and  there  to  spend  a long  summer  day  just 
playing.  The  woods  would  echo  with  songs  such  as§ 

"Wle  llebllch  schallt  durch  Busch  und  Wald 
des  Waldhorna  suszer  KlangJ 
Der  Wiederhall  Im  Bichenthal 

Halits  nach,  so  lang  so  lang!"” 

Grandfather  was  probably  at  his  best  during  these  years,  but  years 
of  valuable  service  were  still  ahead.  He  was  healthy  and  strong.  His 
tall  and  erect  figure  was  the  outside  picture  of  a dependable  character, 
and  the  twinkle  in  his  eye  was  nuick  to  make  friends.^ 


^Family  NotesS 

Mrs.  Anna  Toevs. 

^Ibid. 
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See  Appendix. 
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In  1902,  Grandfather  sold  his  farm  and  moved  his  family  to  the 
Indian  Territory  south  of  Kansas.^  Uncle  Cornelius  moved  with  them. 

Soon  after  that,  Aunt  Anna  Toevs  moved  with  her  husband  and  family  to 
Aberdeen,  Idaho.®  Surely  the  blood  of  pioneers  flowed  thick  through  the 
veins  of  our  forefathers. 

Two  events  stand  out  in  Grandfather's  Oklahoma  experiences.  He 
was  ordained  into  the  ministry  in  1905,  and,  with  Grandmother,  celebrated 
their  silver  wedding  anniversary  in  1907.  This  period  begins  his  years 
of  valuable  and  fruitful  service  in  the  ministry. 


Hochschlosss  His  Ministry 

In  1909,  the  family  moved  back  to  Kansas.  Grandfather  was  almost 
immediately  chosen  to  be  one  of  the  ministers  at  the  Enunaus  Church  near 
Whitewater,^  In  these  years  of  quiet  leadership  he  exerted  a wholesmoe 
influence  in  the  church  and  community.  He  had  many  friends,  and  was 
dependable  in  all  that  he  did.  He  faced  lifes  problems  in  a calm  and 
unexcited  manner.® 

Grandfather  is  noted  for  his  tactful  dealing  with  the  people. 
During  those  days  it  was  customary  for  a congregation  to  have  three  or 
four  ministers.  This  situation  gave  rise  to  the  possibility  of  favoring 
one  preacher  above  the  others.  Sometimes  it  so  happened  that  a member  of 
the  dongregation  would  approach  Grandfather  with  a criticism  against  one 
of  the  other  ministers.  He  always  solved  that  sitiaation  with  these  wordSg 
"Go  home  and  write  a sermon,  but  be  sure  to  make  it  thirty  minuted  long!" 

Grandfather  knew  the  value  of  humor.  Once  a church  member  having 
attended  a circus  and  thinking  that  Grandfather  wovild  be  opposed  to  such 
practices  tried  to  explain  his  actions  with  this  excuse,  "A  person  has  to 
see  the  animals  God  made."  To  this.  Grandfather  replied,  "Yes,  God  made 
the  clowns,  too.'" 

During  these  years,  Grandfather  gave  himself  more  and  more  over 
to  hie  studies.  He  was  always  very  versatile  in  current  events,  but  also 
kept  himself  informed  in  other  fields  of  thought.  On  one  occasion  his 
meditative  mind  caused  him  to  return  to  him  home  after  church,  leaving  his 
youngest  daughter,  who  was  unmarried,  at  the  church  house.® 


1 2 

Obituary.  Family  Notes  § Mrs.  Anna  Toevs. 

^Obituary.  ^Ibid. 

5 

Interview:  Rev.  Henry  Thiessen,  Independence,  Kansas,  1945. 

better:  Mrs.  Willie  Harder,  *^Ibid. 

better:  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Wiebe. 
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His  home  was  always  open  to  stranger®  or  friends  in  the  community;^ 
he  was  always  ready  to  visit  the  sick  and  the  shut»ins. 

Grandfather*s  messages  were  delivered  in  a calm,  deliberate  manner. 
His  sermons  were  all  written  in  longhand.  His  messages,  which  he  read,  " 
were  seldom  over  twenty  minutes  long.  Their  key  note  was  Ephesians  8j8, 

"Aus  Gnaden  seid  ihr  selig  geworden,  durch  den  Glaubens  and  dasselbige 
nicht  aus  each,  Gottes  Gabe  ist  es."  In  keeping  with  this,  his  favorite 
text,  he  loved  to  hear  the  congregation  sing  his  favorite  song,  Number 
Two  Hundred  Ten  in  the  Gesangbueh  ait  Noten.^ 

During  these  latter  years  of  his  life.  Grandfather  was  afflicted 
with  what  is  now  recognized  to  have  been  goiter.®  In  1916,  his  life  was 
endangered  by  typhus  fever. ^ Inspite  of  these  set  backs,  these  years  of 
service  were  rich.  It  seems  that  his  entire  background  was  now  gathered 
together  to  fulfill  this  need  of  ministering  to  others  in  a material  and 
spiritual  way.  "Haoninese  never  comes  from  without.  It  lives  in  our 
hearts.  It  is  not  the  fulfillment  of  our  wishes  that  makes  us  happy,  but 
It  is  in  doing  our  duties  towards  others  that  we  find  happiness."  Thus 
ho  wrote  to  hie  sister  in  Idaho  during  the  First  World  War.® 

These  last  years  in  Kansas  found  the  three  brothers  living  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other.  Uncle  Cornelius  had  died  while  in  OkHdioma. 

Living  within  five  miles  of  each  other,  they  found  many  opportunities  to 
visit,  for  they  had  a great  love  for  one  another.® 

In  1919,  Grandfather's  heart  troubled  him  considerably.  On  March 
2,  1921,  he  became  very  ill,  and  never  recovered  from  that  illness.  On 
July  22,  the  same  year,  he  quietly  went  to  be  with  his  Savior.  The 
pilgrim  reached  his  final  haven.  Placed  upon  the  stone  which  rests  on 
his  grave  in  the  Bmmaus  cemetery  are  the  anurooriate  words  of  his  favorite 
test,  "Aus  Gnaden  seid  ihr  selig  geworden,  durch  den  Glaubens  und  dasselbige 
nicht  aus  each,  Gottas  Gabe  ist  es." 


^Ibld. 

^Letters  Mrs.  Willie  Harder,  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  January  1945. 

■1  A 

®Ibl^.  Obituary, 

c 6 

Letters  Mrs.  Willie  Harder.  Ibid. 
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Conclusion 

Thus  we  have  viewed  hie  life.  We  have  seen  God  laying  some  of  the 
stones  which  made  Grandfather  what  he  was.  Truly  the  completed  life,  as 
the  towers  of  the  old  Marlenburger  Schloes.  points  upward  to  its  Creator. 

"Aus  Gnaden  soil  Ich  sellg  warden; 

Herz,  glauh’et  du‘s,  oder  glaub’st  du’s  nicht? 

Was  willst  du  dlch  so  blod’  geberden? 

Ist'e  Wahrheit,  was  die  Schrift  verspricht, 

So  muss  auch  dieses  Wahrheit  sein: 

Aus  Gnaden  1st  der  Hlmmel  delni 
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CHAPTRH  XX 


SEVENTY  YEARS  IN  KANSAS 


Preface 

I have  written  this  work  in  appreciation  of  a good  man  and  the 
great  work  he  did.  It  was  he  who  preserved  the  church  wich  means  so 
much  to  me  today.  He  has  indeed  made  it  a great  church* 


At  the  age  of  seventy-six,  Christian  J.  Goering  is  a large,  robust- 
looking,  well  built  man.  He  faces  the  world  with  the  straight-forwar^i^ess 
Of  a much  younger  man.  He  is  well  preserved  and  looks  much  younger  th^ 
he  really  is.  ffl.s  broad  shoulders  are  thrown  back  and  his  posture  is  of 
the  very  best.  His  h*tt  has  always  been  auburn  and  of  recent  years  has 
turned  completely  white;  his  eyes  are  light  blue,  almost  gray.  Although 
he  is  a rettrtd  farmer,  he  still  loves  the  farm,  and  every  summer  he  spends 
much  of  his  time  helping  his  sons  with  their  harvest.  He  is  very  active 
in  church  work  and  very  determined  that  the  memory  of  his  Swiss  forefathers, 
who  gave  him  his  Mennonite  heritage,  be  preserved.  He  was  instrumental 
in  erecti4)s  i,  memorial  to  this  cause  in  1943.  Daring  this  time  he  suc- 
CfAdod  in  finding  a wealth  of  knowledge  on  the  history  of  the  S%rilh  Menno- 
nites,  known  as  Anabaptists,  with  whom  his  ancestors  were  identified.  To 
them  religious  freedom  was  their  most  valuable  possession.  However,  this 
was  often  refused  them.  After  many  years  of  bitter  i>ersecution,  these 
preservers  of  the  faith  sought  refuge  in  other  countries  because  persecution^, 
was  especially  severe  in  Switzerland. 

In  1673  a small  group  left  for  Prance  and  settled  near  the  Swiss 
border.  In  1791  the  Prench  Revolution  broke  out,  and  the  group  moved  to 
Einsiedel,  Austria,  where  a Swiss  colony  had  already  existed  for  about 
fifteen  years.  Prom  there  this  colony  migrated  to  Poland  and  from  Poland 
to  Russia  where  they  hsul  heen  offered  complete  religious  freedom,  including 
military  exemption. 

It  was  in  Kotosufka  Wohlynla,  Russia,  that  Reverend  Jacob  D.  Goering 
and  his'young  wife  settled  to  farm  the  rich  farming  regions  around  Kotosufka. 
light  children  were  born  to  them,  among  them  was  a small  boy  named  Christian, 
bom  March  16,  1869.  Jacob  D.  Goering  served  the  Mennonite  congregation 
at  Kotosufka  until  it  migrated  to  America  in  1874.^ 

At  the  time  of  migration,  Christian  was  five  years  old.  The  family, 
accompanied  by  some  seventy  other  families,  boarded  a ship  and  left  for  the 


^The  Goering  Qeneol ogy  1,760-1940.  Introduction,  pp.  IV-V. 
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new  coxmtry  of  Americao  It  was  a Ipng^  hard  journey  and  on  arriving 
the  company  was  tired  and  very  hungryo  None  of  them  could  speak  English. 
They  wandered  into  a grocery  store  and  bought  several  pecks  of  beautiful 
red  apples.  These  apples  seemed  to  have  a glow  and  color  that  apples 
raised  In  Eussia  just  did  not  h*ve.  The  group  was  gathered  under  a grove 


of  trees  where  the  apples  were' liberally  passed  out,  and  everybody  sat 
down  to  duke  the  first  supposedly  tasty  bite.  However  the  apples  did  not 
prove  to  be  crisp  and  firm,  but  rather  soft  and  juicy.  Little  tiny  seeds 
were  distributed  all  through  the  fruit,  and  it  tasted  positively  terrible. 
The  group  immediately  drew  the  conclusion  that  this  was  smiething  deadly 
poisonous  and  threw  away  all  the  American  grown  tomatoes.^ 


The  group  proceeded  westward  and  settled  the  farming  regions  in 
Central  Kansas. 


Christian” 8 parents  set  up  their  homestead  a few  miles  west  of 
what  is  now  Moundrldge.  A small  house,  a few  other  buildings,  inadequate 
machinery,  and  a few  pieces  of  furniture  comprised  their  belongings. 

Young  Christian  went  to  school  as  did  the  other  children  of  that  day. 

He  attended  German  school  and  also  the  district  school  for  approximately 
six  years.  After  that  he  helped  his  father  with  the  farm  for  about  nine 
years.  ^ 


The  Church 

The  Hoffnungesfeld  Church  had  been  established  in  Russia  amd  was 
re-established  in  America.  Young  Christian's  father  was  assistant  pastor 
of  the  churcho  There  arose  friction  within  the  church,  which  resulted  in 
separation  into  the  Hoffnungesfeld  Salem  Church  and  the  Hoffnungesfeld 
Eden  Church.  In  1895  the  Hoffnnngesfeld  Eden  Church  elected  three  ministers? 
Christian  J.  Goerlng  was  one  of  these.  It  was  then  that  Christian  went 
to  school  at  Bethel  College,  North  Newton,  Kansas,  in  preparation  for  the 
tremendous  task  which  lay  ahead.  The  three  pastors  were  during  the  interim 
taking  turns;  one  would  preach  one  Svinday,  and  the  other  the  next,  and  so 
on. 


Christian  Goering  attended  Bethel  College  for  three  years,  and 
then,  due  to  the  increasing  age  and  ill  health  of  his  father,  he  went  back 
to  the  farm  and  continued  farming  in  addition  to  his  pastoral  work. 

Christian  Goerlng  loved  the  farm,  and  especially  he  loved  beautiful 
horses.  He  had  wild  and  spirited  horses,  but  he  was  not  afraid  of  them 


^Told  to  the  author  by  Mrs.  Ben  R,  Stucky,  date  unknown,  told  to  her 
by  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Joseph  Waltner,  date  unknown. 

2a„  Warkentin,  Who” s Who  Among  the  Mennonites,  pp.  51-52. 
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and  always  kept  them  in  perfect  condition.!  His  farm  "became  pro"bably  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  state  at  that  time,  and  it  was  kept  in  perfect  order, ^ 

In  1901,  under  divine  guidance,  Christian  went  to  Freeman,  South 
Dakota,  where  he  met  Anna  P.  Graber,  A short  time  later  they  were  married 
in  South  Dakota. 

Christian  Goering  brought  his  young  wife  back  to  Kansas,  and  together 
they  faced  the  hard  labor  of  the  farm  and  the  church  work.  The  young  people 
rose  early  and  worked  very  late. 

About  a year  after  Christian  Goering' s marriage,  the  church  decided 
to  elect  an  elder.  The  elder  was  to  be  one  of  the  three  ministers  which 
were  at  this  time  serving  the  church,  but  one  of  them  immediately  withdrew. 
Christian  Goering  was  then  elected  elder.  He  and.  the  other  ministers  kept 
serving  the  church  and  working  together  very  cooperatively.  Soon  after 
one  of  the  ministers  resigned  because  of  ill  health,  and  some  time  later 
the  other  retired.  Christian  Goering  was  thus  left  with  much  added  work 
in  addition  to  his  farming.  He  was  receiving  no  compensation  from  the  church 
at  the  time. 

The  church  grew,  and  the  church  building  became  too  small.  Along 
with  the  question  of  building  a new  church  came  the  question  of  uniting  the 
two  churches,  a most  critical  question.  Several  attempts  were  made,  but 
the  building  of  the  church  was  delayed  for  several  years.  Finally  it  was 
suggested  that  both  the  old  churches  be  abandoned  and  a new  church  be  s^t 
up.  This  suggestion  resulted  in  much  dissent ion  which  in  turn  resulted  in 
a crisis  within  the  church.  The  matter  waw  then  carried  into  coxirt. 

Christian  Goering  and  the  Eden  Church  withdrew  entirely  and  built  the 
present  Eden  Church,  It  was  through  divine  guidance  and  the  unselfish  ajid 
righteous  efforts  of  Christian  Goering  and  others  that  the  church  managed 
to  exist  through  these  precarious  times  and  to  become  the  powerful  church 
it  is  today.  The  church  continued  to  grow  from  a membership  of  eighty  in 
1895  to  eight  htindred  at  present. 

At  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  Christian  retired  from  farming.  His 
two  sons  took  over  the  farm  and  continued  to  farm  it.  At  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  Christian  Goering  decided  that  he  had  fulfilled  his  duty  and 
retired  from  preaching  to  allow  a younger  man  to  take  his  place. 

Christian  Goering  has  lived  a hard  but  successful  life.  During 
his  lifetime  he  has  performed  one  hundred  amd  sixty-seven  wedding  ceremonies, 
and  has  preached  at  approximately  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  funerals. 

It  truly  can  be  said  of  Chrlstiam  Goering,  "He  hath  not  lived  in  vain." 


! Interview  with  David  B.  Stucky,  January  14,  1945,  Moundrldge,  Kansas, 
^Interview  with  Gerhard  Zerger,  January  14,  1945,  Moundrldge,  Kansas. 
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APPENDIX 


' Reverend  Christian  J.  Goerlng  was  treasurer  of  the  Harold  Publish- 
ing Company  Board  for  over  twenty  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  German 
Bible  School  Board  and  treasurer  of  the  Bethel  College  Board  of  Directors. 
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Peter  J.  Ve^elt  the  Patriarch  of  Bethel  College 


Preface 


In  writing  the  biography  of  ray  great-uncle,  Peter  J.  Wedel,  it  is 
not  my  aim  to  reveal  his  ^ole  character  or  to  write  about  hie  complete  life. 
Ify  main  objective  lies  in  sharing  with  the  reafler  some  of  the  aspects  of 
character  portrayed  in  the  patriarda  of  Bethel  College. 

I am  very  grateful  to  the  Individ-uals  who  helped  me  in  this  study. 

I am  thankful  that  I have  learned  to  know  my  great  uncle  better.  I hope 
the  reader  will  pardon  the  ii^ justice  that  is  done  by  just  citing  a small 
part  of  his  great  life.  The  Appendix  mentions  the  positions  he  has  held 
and  such  information  that  may  throw  more  light  on  his  accomplishments. 

A keynote  to  P.  J.  Wedel*s  character  Is  fotind  in  his  close  to  the 
article  “Vacation  Reminiscences, ” which  reads  as  follows*  "True  happiness 
Is  to  be  sought  not  in  having,  not  in  doing,  but  in  being,  not  in  earthly 
possessions,  but  in  service." 


* • * 

The  path  from  the  first  house  in  the  second  blodc  south  of  the  Mem- 
orial Hall  is  trodden  dally  by  a gray-haired,  blue-eyed,  wiry,  energetic  man 
of  seventy- four.  With  the  ideal  of  service  in  mind,  this  professor  of  long 
standing  is  devoting  his  life  to  the  college.  After  forty-six  years  of  direct 
educational  activity  (six  years  of  teaching  elsewhere,  thirty-two  years  of 
teadiing  at  Bethel,  and  eight  years  as  registrar  of  bethel),  he  is  now 
writing  the  history  of  Bethel  College.  He  rejected  high  wages  from  other 
colleges  so  he  could  teach  in  the  school  of  his  people.  This  sacrificial, 
honest,  tender-hearted.  Cod-fearing,  humble  professor  is  Doctor  P.  J.  Wedel 
of  North  Newton,  Kansas. 

Of  the  conditions  connected  with  shaping  an-^  molding  the  character 
of  Mr.  Wedel,  the  home  life  is  an  influencing  factor.  Humor  was  frowned 
upon  in  the  home;  consequently  the  children  never  dared  to  play  pranks  and 
jokes  in  the  home  for  fear  that  Father  wo\ild  not  stand  for  it.  Peter,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  was  babied  around  like  all  other  babies  are. 

When  ever  the  children  were  getting  into  mischief,  everything  was  just 
"rosy"  in  the  eyes  of  grandfather  especially,  if  Peter  was  among  the  group. 

As  he  grew  older,  his  school  days  drawing  nigh,  he  anticipated 
timidly,  but  eagerly  his  school  career,  Mr.  John  C.  Voth,  his  first  grade 
school  teacher,  had  a way  with  children.  His  first  grade  teacher  set 
an  excellent  foundation  during  Peter’s  first  year  at  school. 

Progressing  in  years,  he  formed  friendships  as  every  normsd  child 
does.  Occasionally  he  and  his  friends  would  get  Into  mischief  when  they 
were  together.  Taking  a nap  at  noon  was  a daily  occurrence  for  Peter’s 
friends.  Not  so  with  Peter.  After  lunch  one  day  his  playmate  went  to  take 
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a nap,  as  usual.  Peter  was  in  the  room  with  him,  hut  did  not  attempt  to 
sleep.  The  playmate  was  slumbering  when  suddenly  he  felt  something  like 
the  prick  of  a pin  on  the  arch  of  his  foot.  His  playmate  thought  he 
certainly  was  not  going  to  "bite”  at  this  one,  so  he  kept  on  pretending 
he  was  sleeping.  The  pricking  kept  on  steadily  increasing.  Suddenly  Peter's 
friend  felt  an  aching  pain.  Upon  investigating  the  situation  he  discovered 
that  Peter  had  played  the  prank  of  burning  the  sole  of  his  friend's  shoe 
to  the  skin.  For  approximately  a week  the  friend  limped  on  one  leg  as 
a result  of  the  prank;  nevertheless  the  two  benefitted  a great  deal  of 
fun  out  of  the  little  episode. ^ 

Though  his  father  was  a prominent  farmer  with  hired  hands,  Peter  was 
not  especially  interested  in  following  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  He 
did,  however,  help  with  the  harvest  at  home  in  the  summertime  when  he 
was  not  attending  school.  His  physical  condition  was  not  too  strong. 

This  may  have  developed  a natural  tendency  toward  not  wanting  to  farm. 
"During  much  of  ray  life  I have  had  to  be  careful  of  my  health,  which  has 
often  been  something  of  a handicap  in  my  work.  "2  vould  seem  only  nat- 
ural that  his  friends,  who  were  for  the  greater  part  farmers,  would  con- 
sj.dpjr_h^m  rather  lazy  since  he  enjoyed  books  more  than  farm  labor.  One 
of  his  close  friends  remembers  a song  that  used  to  be  sung  repeatedly 
in  their  early  youth.  He  remarked  that  some  of  the  children  felt  that 
Pete  could  be  sung  instead  of  John  quite  appropriately.  The  song  had 
this  idea  in  mind:  "There  was  a boy  whose  name  was  John,  name  was  John. 

But  people  called  him  lazy  John,  lazy, John.  He  would  not  work;  he  would 
not  play.  But  dreamt  his  life  away.tt^ 

Mr.  Wedel  was  a high  jumper  and  a fast  runner,  but  hie  ambition  was 
to  become  a teacher.  He  took  great  interest  in  his  school  work.  His 
quiet  nature,  which  can  be  attributed  to  his  father,  explains  his  interest 
in  books. 

Having  received  hie  A.  B.  degree,  Mr.  Wedel  taught  in  Moundrldge  Public 
Schools,  after  which  he  received  his  A.  M.  degree  and  was  thus  capable 
of  teaching  in  colleges.  From  1898  to  1902  Mr.  Wedel  was  the  Instructor 
in  mathematics  of  Bethany  College  at  Llndsborg,  Kansas.  At  this  time  he 
received  a call  from  Bethel  College,  requesting  him  to  come  fill  the  vac- 
ancy in  the  faculty  at  the  college.  Since  he  had  been  refused  a position 
at  Bethel  formerly,  he  was  rather  hesitant  in  accepting  the  call.  He 
did  not  seem  to  be  the  type  of  person  that  would  stand  for  being  trampled 
in  the  dust  or  kicked  around.  After  much  careful  consideration,  he  felt 
rather  obligated  to  render  his  services  to  his  people,  and  consented  to 
come  back  to  teach  in  the  school  he  had  attended.  The  faculty  was  much 


^Interview:  Jake  A.  Ooerlng;  ^^oundridgo,  Kansas;  December  27,  1944. 
^Letter:  Dr.  P.  J.  Wedel;  North  Newton,  Kansas;  February  1,  1945. 
^Interview:  Jake  A.  Ooerlng;  Moundrldge,  Kansas;  December  27,  1944. 
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pleased  with  his  answer. 

A student  under  the  instruction  of  Mr,  Wedel.  at  any  time  in  his 
teaching  career,  could  not  see  his  way  through  the  course  without  putting 
into  it  some  real  work.  It  has  been  said  by  quite  a number  of  Mr.  Wedel 's 
former  grade  school  students  that  he  was  almost  too  strict.  He  was  not 
the  type  to  get  discouraged  easily,  and  yet  he  did  not  seem  to  stoop  low 
enough  for  grade  school  level.  This  trait  proved  very  helpful  in  his 
college  teaching  career,  A look  from  Mr,  Wedel  was  as  effective,  if  not 
more  so,  than  a couple  of  harsh  words  from  any  disgusted  teacher.  He 
thought  everything  had  its  place  at  the  right  time.  Work  had  its  place; 
fun  had  its  place  as  well,  but  the  class>room  was  a place  for  work.  As 
a general  rule  the  students  respected  him  highly  as  a teacher  because  of 
the  fact  that  he  demanded  thorough  work  from  his  students,  "As  it  were* 
was  one  of  his  repeated  expressions. 

In  the  class-room  at  college  one  day  a student  wiggled  his  ear  to 
be  entertaining.  This  was  an  unusual  sight  and  tickled  the  student  sitting 
in  back  of  him.  The  onlooker  burst  out  with  laughter.  Just  how  long  did 
this  laughter  last?  As  soon  as  the  student  caught  a glance  of  the  piercing 
eyes  of  the  teacher  staring  at  him,  he  shut  up.  The  teacher  was  Hr.  Wedel, 
Whether  or  not  the  teacher  was  angry  is  an  open  question,  for  he  was  thg 
type  that  could  control  his  temper;  nevertheless  order  was  established, 

Mr.  Wedel  did  not  particularly  care  to  deliver  talks  in  public; 
however  he  would  give  them  if  he  was  asked  to.  He  was  different  from 
some  other  speakers  in  that  he  was  more  conservative  and  fundamental  in 
his  religious  beliefs  than  the  liberals.  He  was  for  the  old  time  gospel. 

He  did  not  specialise  in  lecturing,  but  when  he  did  speak,  he  frequently 
selected  a subject  that  connected  up  with  hla  field,  that  of  physics  and 
chemistry.  He  was  unselfish  in  his  deliverances  in  that  he  strove  to 
practice  what  he  preached.  I remember  one  day  Mr.  Wedel  gave  a short  talk 
in  Chapel  at  Bethel  College  about  the  history  of  Bethel.  Although  it  was 
not  meant  to  be  humorous,  it  turned  out  to  be  Just  that.  He  was  not  oaiy 
humorous  in  giving  speeches,  but  ho  was  comical  in  his  conversations  with 
people  as  well^  His  neighbor  thinks  that  he  is  especially  humorous  now  in 
his  later  age,^ 

At  times  people's  actions  appear  contrary  to  their  real  feelings. 
Although  Mr.  Wedel,  himself,  says  that  one  of  his  drawbacks  is  his  quick 
temper,  he  has  learned  to  refrain  from  showing  it  so  obviously.  Another 
example  Is  portrayed  during  bereavement.  As  a result  of  the  recent  death 
of  his  wife,  he  maintains  he  is  not  fully  balanced  as  yet.  When  I remarked 


^Interview:  Kd  B.  Ooering;  Moundrldge,  Kansas;  December  PB,  19^, 
^Ibid. 

^Interview»  Prof.  ICd  B,  Wedel;  North  Newton,  Kansas;  Pebruary  2,  19^5* 
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to  him  that  hie  neighbors  were  telling  me  that  he  took  it  remarkably  well, 
he  said  that  it  may  app|ar  thus,  hut  nobody  can  fully  realize  what  is 
really  going  on  insidec  He  is  a man  who  has  learned  to  control  hie  emotions. 

In  regards  to  the  life  in  his  own  home,  it  can  he  said  that  he  was 
a faithful  father  as  well  as  hushando  His  wife  and  daughter,  Margaret,  were 
much  Interested  in  flowers,  so  he  joined  in  accommodatingly.  His  wife  and 
he  were  constant  companions.  As  a general  rule  when  they  were  in  their  later 
years,  Mr.  Wedel  would  not  attend  banquets,  meetings  and  other  social  functions 
without  Mrs.  Wedel.  If  she  was  going,  he  would  go;  if  she  was  not  going,  he 
would  stay  home,  too.  In  a recent  conversation  with  Mr.  Wedel,  he  told  me 
that  hince  Mrs.  Wedel ®s  death,  he  will  probably  stay  home  most  of  the  time. 

The  desire  to  go  out  is  not  there  as  it  was  formerly.  Mr.  Wedel  says  that 
marriage  and  family  life  had  a stabilizing  influence  on  his  character.  Any 
marri|d  person  realizes  the  position  of  responsibility  if  he  is  worth  his 
salt. 

At  the  present  time.  Doctor  Wedel  can  be  seen  walking  to  his  little 
office  in  the  Memorial  Hall  of  Bethel  College  with  a quick  step  as  energetic 
ae  a young  boy.  He  is  contributing  his  talents  in  compiling  the  history 
of  Bethel  College  from  the  very  beginning,  this  being  his  third  year  at  it. 

When  I thought  of  the  third  year  of  writing  on  history,  I was  probably  In 
the  same  category  with  many  of  the  people  who  wonder  how  it  can  take  such 
a considerable  length  of  time.  However,  after  having  been  told  in  his 
office  of  how  he  looks  through  all  the  Mennonites,  Bundesbotes,  many  other 
Bethel  papers  along  with  the  rest  of  the  work  attached  to  it,  I can  very 
easily  understand  why  it  will  take  years  to  complete  the  project.  He  is 
ever  faithful  to  the  task  he  has  undertaken. 

“One  of  the  outstanding  satisfactions  of  my  life  has  been  the  good- 
will of  many  of  the  constituents  and  the  friendships  of  former  atadents  now 
themselves  active  in  various  business  or  professional  ways.  There  Is  great 
satisfaction  in  an  acknowledgment  by  former  students  that  one  has  had  a 
share  in  the  shaping  of  their  lives  and  in  the  achievement  of  such  8UC<'‘-'r:3e8 
as  may  have  come  to  them... The  limited  amount  of  traveling  I have  been  able 
to  do  has  been  largely  in  parts  of  the  country  where  natural  features  are 
promlnant.  A trip  to  Puget  Sound  in  I909,  several  summers  spent  in  the 
mountains  of  Colorado,  a year’s  stay  in  California  (1915- '1^)»  ^ trip  to 
Washington  (I94l)  were  some  of  the  high-lights  of  an  otherwise  rather  quiet 
life. “3 


Interview:  Dr.  P.  J.  Wedel;  North  Newton,  Kansas;  February  2,  1945« 
^Ibid. 

^Letter!  Dr,  P,  J,  Wedel;  North  Newton,  Kansas;  February  1,  1945, 
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A lasting  impression  of  an  experience  in  I916  is  one  which  Mr. 

Wedel  says  will  never  he  erased  from  his  memory.  On  their  return  from 
the  California  trip  while  they  were  traveling  on  the  train,  they  noticed 
an  object  lying  in  the  Arkansas  liver.  As  they  approached  the  scene,  they 
discovered  it  was  two  freight  locomotives.  The  conductor  informed  Mr, 

Wedel  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  extra  freight  train  traveling  during 
the  night,  the  train  they  were  riding  in  would  have  gone  through  the  ex- 
perience  and  Mr,  Wedel  said,  "and  I would  not  be  here  to  tell  the  story," 

He  was  very  grateful  to  his  Heavenly  Father  for  the  protecting  hand. 

In  a letter  which  he  wrote  to  me  were  included  these  words,  "What 
would  I do  different,  if  I had  my  life  to  live  over  again?  Very  little: 
the  faith  that  a Divine  Providence  had  a share,  a very  large  share  in  the 
shaping  of  my  life  leads  me  to  say  that  there  are  but  few  regrets  of  great 
moment  in  my  past  life, "2 


^Personal  Interview;  Dr.  P,  J.  Wedel;  i^orth  Newton,  Kansas,  February 

2,  19‘*5. 

2 

Letter:  Dr.  P.  J.  Wedel;  North  Newton,  Kansas;  February  1,  19^5* 
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Appendix 


Date  and  place  of  birth  January  17 « 1871 Buesia 

Education  and  degrees  (with  dates) 

A,  B,  University  of  Kansas  1895 
A,  M*  Leland  Stanford  Jr.  University,  I916 
Graduate  Student,  University  of  California  Summer  I916 
Chronological  list  of  positions  he  had  held 

Instructor,  Public  Schools,  Moundridge,  Kansas  IS95-I896 
Instructor  in  Mathematics,  Lawrence,  Kansas  High  School,  1897-1898 
Instructor  in  Mathematics,  Bethany  College,  Lindsborg,  Kansas,  I898-I902 
Instructor,  Natural  Science  and  History,  Bethel  College  1902-09;  in 
Natural  Science.  I909-II;  in  Physical  Sciences  1911-25;  in  Chemistry 
1925-34;  Registrar  1919-1942. 

Secretary,  Bethel  College  Faculty  (1932-1942) 

Honarary  Positions 

Member  American  Association  Advancement  of  Science 
Member  Kansas  Academy  of  Science 

Member  Committee  on  Education,  Western  District  Conference,  (Sec. 

I9I8— 1923  and  1930) 

Member  Kansas  Association  of  Collegiate  Registrars  (Chairman  1936-37) 
Member  of  Association  of  Kansas  Teacher  Placement  Bureaus 
Member  National  Institutional  Teacher  Placement  Association 
Member  of  Sigma  Xi  (Honarary  Scientific  Society) 

Other  Information — Author  of  ‘•Evolution,  the  New  Religion  of  Science" 

(German)  and  various  articles  on  Educational  articles  published 
in  our  church  and  college  papers. 

Joined  the  Bethel  College  Church  (1905) 

Served  as  S,  Superintendent,  Treasurer,  Clerk,  Deacon,  and 
member  of  various  church  committees. 

Served  approximately  30  years  as  S.  S.  Teacher, 
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